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Foul food: can the Government 
protect us from killer bugs? 





Keep collecting! 
50,000 flights 
to Europe from 

£34 return 

inc. airport taxes 
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Germ warfare: The listeria bug (main picture) and (from top) salmonella, E co/i and botulism - four of Britain’s commonest food bugs 


Photographs: Science Photo Library 


There have been nearly 
200 cases of serious food 
poisoning per day over 
■ the past decade. In die 
wake of BSE, ECoff and 
sdmonella, the 
Government yesterday 
Md out its plans for a 
food -safety agency. 
Glenda Cooper, Consumer 
Affairs Correspondent, 
examines how ministers 
plan to restore 
consumer faith in food. 


The Government wants every 
shop and restaurant in Britain 
to pay £100 a year to finance the 
Food Standards Agency, which 
it promises will protect con- 


sumer interests in every area of 
food safety. 

But farmers and food in- 
dustry lobbyists warned that 
forcing the industry to pay for 
the agency would amount to a 
“tax on food by the back door". 

The creation of one of the 
most powerful food watchdogs 
in Europe comes after a loss of 
public confidence in food safe- 
ty after fears over the link be- 
tween “mad cow*’ disease and 
Creutzfeldt Jakob disease, the 
E.Coli 0157 outbreak in Scot- 
land which killed 20 people and 
the scare over baby milk and 
“gender bender" chemicals. 

The FSA will be responsible 
for ensuring that food is safe to 
eat, and for advising people on 
what makes a healthy diet. 

The Scottish health minister, 
Sam Galbraith, said that one of 


Not Aesoppy at all - 
his fables were filthy 
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Aesop's Fables, far from 
being children^ stories, 
were coarse, violent and 
cruel. David Lister , Arts 
News Editor, reports on 
a new book that 
discovers 100 missing 
fables and causes us to 
revise our Judgement on 
one of history's greatest 
story-tellers. 

We all know Aesop's Fables. 
The tortoise who won a race 
against the hare; themouse that 
helped a lion by biting through 
the Tope that entrapped it: 
moralise stories ‘ about lov- 
. able animals that have sent chil- 
dren off to pleasant slumbers 
for over a century, since the Vic- 
torians translated them from 
the ancient Greek. 

• But what of the tale of 


beaver who bit off his private 
parts? Or - to quote its exact 
title - The Camel Who Shai in 
the River? These loo are Ae- 
sop's Fables. But they, along 
with 100 other tales, were sup- 
pressed by the Victorians. 

Now the missing 100 have 
been translated into English for 
the first time. And they will, say 
the classical scholars who have 
translated them, completely 
alter our view of history’s most 
famous fable-maker. 

Robert and Olivia Temple’s 
translation otAesop: The Com- 
plete Fables will be published by 
Penguin G assies larer this 
month. According to Robert 
Temple: “The fables are not the 
pretty purveyors of Victorian 
morals that we have been led 
to believe. They are instead sav- 
age, coarse, brutal lacking in all 
mercy or compassion. 

“Some of them were prob- 
ably suppressed because they 


the main catalysts for Lhe White 
Paper had been the E-coti out- 
break in Lanarkshire. “From 
Lhe plough to the plate, the 
agency will put consumers 
first," be said. “It will have 
tough powers to make sure the 
high standards we are aiming 
for are met an the way from 
farms to shops, from restau- 
rants and to our kitchens." 

The .Agency will also co- 
ordinate food law enforcement 
and commission research, tak- 
ing ov er many of MAFFs roles. 
It will also have a key role in 
nutrition, identifying and rec- 
ommending balanced and nu- 
tritious diets for the public, 
although Jack Cunningham, 
the agriculture minister, said 
that it would not mean the 
agency would be telling people 
what thev should eat. The 


agency would, however, be 
“radical" and bring about “fun- 
damental changes", he added 

Part of it will be paid for by 
the food industry itself which 
the White Paper says “should 
bear the bulk of the costs of im- 
proving food safety and stan- 
dards" as the industry “will 
benefit from the improved pub- 
lic confidence in safety". 

The suggestion is that the 
6t.tO.OX) shops, restaurants and 
manufacturing plants which are 
already registered with local au- 
thorities would have to pay a li- 
censing fee. The suggested flat 
rate of £100 per premises per 
annum would raise about IbUm. 
“a substantia] amount". It is ex- 
pected that the agency's total 
annual expenditure will be 
more than ElOOra. 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary 


of State for Health, stressed yes- 
terday that that would not give 
the food industry power over 
the agency. “Industry wfll not 
be laying down conditions." 
he said. 

Geoff Rookcr. food safely 
minister, added: “There will be 
no ‘no go areas' as far as we are 
concerned, it will be an inde- 
pendent agency." 

But the proposals in the 
White Paper were met with dis- 
may by the food industry lob- 
byists who had argued against 
the inclusion of nutritional ad- 
vice and have expressed oppo- 
sition to any suggestion thai 
businesses should pay for the 
agency's work. 

“T7ie Food Standards 
Agency' should not jeopardise 
its independence through being 
funded by the food industry," 


Sir David Naish. president of 
the National Farmers Union, 
said. “Its remit includes food 
safety which is dearly a public 
health matter which should be 
funded by the public puree." 

Doctors, consumer associa- 
tions and public health experts 
welcomed the White Paper. 

The agency, w hich will re- 
port to the Department of 
Health, not MAFF, will be 
made up of a commission of 
twelve independent people 
hacked up by advisory com- 
mittees and “several hundred" 
civil servants. 

Earlier this week it was re- 
ported that a record number of 
people suffered from food poi- 
soning last year - lOU.DOO cas- 
es. But scientists estimate the 
real number could be 10 times 
that figure. 


TODAY'S NEWS 


Venables banned 

Terry Venables has agreed to a High Court order banning 
him from holding company directorships for seven years. 
The former England soccer chief decided to admit or not 
contest 19 allegations of serious misconduct. Page 5 

Dodging the chop 

Two pigs who escaped from an abattoir were still on the 
run last night. The boars slipped through the hands of ab- 
battoir workers in Malmesbury, Wiltshire, swam across the 
Avon and escaped through local gardens. Page 9 

Branson denounced 

Richard Branson was described variously as a liar, a crass 
amateur, ill-informed, ill-prepared, humiliated, deluded and 
cowardly. The allegations were made as Richard Ferguson 
QC opened his case against Branson and in defence of Guy 
Snowden, the head of the American firm GTech, and the 
man the British entrepreneur accused of crying to bribe 
him. Page S 
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Iraq in furious mood over 
human experiment claims 




were very violent and didn't suit 
the purposes of the Victorians. 
They were brutal or they were 
non-Christian. They' were about 
alien gods: they contained 
coarse, peasant humour and 
were very rude." 

Aesop, a caustic social and 
political satirist rather than the 
comforting moralist he has 
been portrayed, lived in Greece 
in the sixth century BC. Robert 
and Olivia Temple, both well 
known translators, went to the 
last known edition of the Greek 
text, published in France in 


1W27. and spent two wars work- 
ing on it. 

Victorian sensibilities may 
have applauded the moral of 
the beaver story, namely that il 
attacked for one s money one 
should sacrifice it rather than 
lose one’s life. 

But they could not. it seems, 
stomach the actual fahlc w hich 
says that “when the heaver 
sees himself about to be caught 
he will bite off bis own parts, 
throw them, and thus save his 
own life". 

The Eye, page 5 


The crisis over Iraq 
flared dramatically 
yesterday over claims 
that the Saddam 
Hussein may have 
conducted biological 
weapons experiments on 
human beings. So nasty 
is the notion, David 
Usbome suggests, it could 
move the stand-off from 
diplomatic squabbling to 
military action. 


Members of the United Nations 
inspection team currently in 
Iraq, whose activities have pro- 
voked the lalesl stand-off be- 
tween Saddam Hussein and 
the United States, have been 
seeking evidence that Iraq may 


have used prisoners as human 
guinea pigs in a quest to develop 
biological weapons. 

Richard Butler, the head of 
the UN Special Commission 
| UNSCOJVf >. confirmed in New 
York that one of his teams en- 
tered the Abu Ghraib prison on 
Monday in search of docu- 
ments relating to the possible 
tests. No such documentation 
was found, however. 

The revelation further 
pumped up the stakes in the lat- 
est crisis over Iraq, triggered 
earlier this week when Baghdad 
objected to the composition of 
one of the UN teams headed by 
the former LIS Marine Corps 
officer. Scott Ritter. A third at- 
tempt to carry out inspections 
was blocked yesterday. 

Diplomats speculated that 
the mere hint that Iraq may 
have exposed prisoners to lethal 


substances couid also help tip 
the balance in Washington to- 
wards taking military action 
against Iraq unilaterally. So 
far, no evidence of such tests 
has been found, sources em- 
phasised, and the Iraqi Foreign 
Minister. Tariq Aziz, yesterday 
denied iL had taken place. 

Meanwhile, the UN Securi- 
ty Council condemned Iraq for 
blocking Mr Ritter and his 
team and reiterated its de- 
mand “that Iraq co-operate 
fully and immediately and with- 
out conditions or restrictions 
with the Special Commission". 

The declaration was issued 
despite earlier havering from 
Russia, and to some extent 
France, that had infuriated 
diplomats from other countries. 
Iraq claims the inspection teams 
are weighed down with members 
from Britain and the US. 


Sir John Waton, the British 
Ambassador, said: “The refer- 
ences to the use of people for 
the purpose of experimentation 
with biological weapons are 
extremely disturbing. They are 
just one among a number of the 
different elements that the spe- 
cial commission is anxious to get 
to the bottom oF. 

UN officials t hink tests may 
have been carried out in 1994 
and 1995, bur have no cause to 
believe they are continuing. 

A senior western diplomat 
suggested that Iraq may have 
deliberately resurrected argu- 
ments about the nationalities of 
inspectors because of the sud- 
den interest by the te ams in the 
biological testing issue. “This 
may be an attempt to throw 
sand in their faces just as we 
were getting close to some- 
thing, “ he said. 
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Now Britain gets its own 
monster from the deep 


The big, amorphous blob which caused such a stir when it was washed up 
on a Tasmanian beach turned out io be whale blubber. Now a genuine, 
entire monster of the deep has come ashore on the Suffolk coastline. And 
there is no doubting what it is - a quarter of a tonne of very recently de- 
ceased leatherback turtle, measuring more than two metres from nose to 
tail. 

It was found stranded in the surf on the beach at Sizeweli nuclear pow- 
er station by a woman walking her dag. It required a fork lift truck, bor- 
rowed from Nuclear Electric, to get the corpse out of the waves and safety 
□shore before the tide carried it back out to sea. Then, Froglife. the rep- 
tile and amphibian conservation organisation which supervised the recovery, 
had the turtle trucked down to London Zoo’s Institute of Zoology for a 
post mortem examination. 

That was performed by the zoo's veterinary pathologist, Andrew Cun- 
ningham, and Brendan Godley of Glasgow University’s Marine Turtle Re- 
search Group. They found the turtle, weighing as much as three men, to 
be in good condition internally and externally apart from old and infect- 
ed wounds on its shoulder and left eye. These would have left U half blind 
and with impaired mobility and probably contributed to its death. The sci- 
entists believe the shoul- 
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Benefit fraud swallows £2.8bn 


The Government lost flSbn through benefit fraud a?d errors - one twelfth 
of the total bill - according to a report published today. _ , . ■ 

As a result Sir John Bourn, the Comptroller and ^torGenw^ha^ 
refused to give a dean bM of health to the finances ^ 

Social Security. He estimates that Income Support fraud has gone up by . 

25 

initiatives to cut out errors seemed to be 

benefit assessments were found to be wrong m 1996-97 - the same . ; 
as m 1995-96. However, the Government saved £69 lm on the Jobseekeitf- , . 
Allowance, partly because the new benefit deterred claimants. ' 
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Diana song No i for funerals 

It was inevitable -just as Di- I FUNERAL TOP TEN 
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Farida Khanum: Company flouted its own procedures in dealing with her case Photograph: Adam Shimafi 


Washed ashore: The turtle is examined 
yesterday Photograph : John Voc 


der wound was the result 
of being entangled in a 
fishing net or rope. Tissue 
samples wQJ be analysed to 
find out what burden of 
pollutants and toxins the 
turtle was carrying. 

Mr Godley said more 
than 50 leatherbacks had 
been washed up on the 
British shoreline during 
the 1990s. but the great 
majority bad been on the 
turtle is examined west coast. They were ai- 
Photograph: John Voos most always badly de- 
composed so finding a 
□ear pristine specimen on 


Muslim was unfairly treated over headscarf 


the North Sea coast was a greai rarity. 

The largest of seven marine turtle species, the black, white and crimson 
reptiles swim thousands of miles across oceans in a year, live for decades 
and do not even start to breed until they are 10 years old. They buiy their 
eggs in the sand of tropical beaches but they swim into the cold waters of 
high latitudes for their jellyfish prey. They have no hard external shell, re- 
lying on sheer bulk and the toughness of bone and hide to deter predators. 

“They’re extremely endangered," said Mr Godley. Their fate is either 
to be caught accidentally in nets, then wounded or drowned, or to be killed 
for their meat when they come ashore to breed. Their eggs are also dug 
up and eaten. 

Thousands of porpoises arc also killed by fishing nets each year in the 
waters around Britain. Now a study is to take place into whether “pingers" 
- small, underwater acoustic devices - can reduce the death toll. These 
should deter the marine mammals, but not fish. 

Irish and Cornish fishermen are taking part in a year-long evaluation 
of electronic pingers in the Western Approaches. They will be attached 
to gill nets, set in a long line on the sea bed and left for a day or two to 
trap fish swimming through. — Nicholas Schoon 


A Muslim woman who returned to her job wearing 
a headscarf after a pilgrimage to Mecca was sacked 
after her foreman claimed it was a safety hazard. 

Robotics technician Farida Khanum. 21, was bul- 
lied by other workers at a Luton car planL one of 
whom mockingly put a cloth over his head and re- 
ferred to her as “Yasser .Arafat". 

A manager at IBC Vehicles, a subsidiary of Gen- 
eral Motors, told her “1 can't have you walking around 
like that on my shop floor.” Another worker asked: 
“Is that a new hard hat you're wearing then?" 

Yesterday, an industrial tribunal in Bedford 
ruled that Ms Khanum had been unfairly dismissed 
and said there had been “a culture of discrimination " 
at EBC. The tribunal rejected IBC's claim that Miss 
Khanum had defrauded the company by taking un- 
certified time off to attend an open morning at the 
Universitv of Hertfordshire. 


It accepted her assertion that her dismissal 
stemmed from her decision to wear xhehijab, a head- 
covering. in line with Islamic modesty requirements. 
Ms Khanum. whose parents are Bangladeshi decided 
to wear the hijab after arriving home from the umn i, 
or lesser pilgrimage, in September 1996. She was 
sacked three months later. 

She was never given the option of a possible com- 
promise, such as wearing some form of hairnet. 

Ms Khanum had begun working for IBC, which 
makes parts for the Vauxhall Frontera. on leaving 
school in 1993. She achieved the highest exam grades 
among the IBC apprentices in 1995. 

The tribunal found that IBC mishandled the dis- 
ciplinary process and Ms Khanum's appeals against 
her sacking. IBCs actions “flew in the face" ofitsown 
rules and represented a “dereliction of fair procedure". 

— Ian Burrell and Faisal Bodi 


It was inevitable - just as Di- 
ana’s name rose in popular- 
ity after her death so the song 
“Candle in the Wind” sung by 
Elton John at her funeral has 
become the number one tune 
at funerals. 

A survey by Co-operative 
(CRS) Funeral Service has re- 
vealed that while traditional 
hymns such as “Abide with 
Me" are still popular, modem 
tunes’ are often the preferred 
choice for mourners. 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 


“Candle in the Wind" - Eton John. 

2. “Simply the Best" - Tina Turner 

3. “My Way" - Frank Sinatra 

4. “Knocking on Heaven’s Door” 

- Bob Dylan 

5. “Every Breath You Take" 

- The Police 

6. “Always Look on the Bright Side of Life" 
Monty Python 

7. “Stairway to Heaven" - Led Zeppelin 
a “Always On My Mind” 

- Elvis Prtsley 

9. “Tears In Heaven" - Eric Clapton 

10. “Seasons In the Sun" - Terry jacks ; 
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ME DICIN E 

Drug blow for MS sufferers 


v. 


Claims made by the manufacturers of a new drug for multiple sclerosis, 
are “not convincing" according to the Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin. . • _ 
The Bulletin, a K'hich .’-style guide published by the Consumers’ Asso- 
ciation, says trial evidence for inter-feron-betala does not support the claim 
made by Biogen. the firm that markets the drug as Avonex, that it slows 
the progression of disability over two years. 

The news is a blow to the UK’s 80,000 MS sufferers although the drag ■ 
is only suitable for those with the relapsing-remitting form of the disease. • 

Jeremy Laurance, Health Edtor 


Robinson heads 
Arts Council 


Casey told to 
stay away 


EMPLOYMENT 

Staff crisis in health service 
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Gerry Robinson, the Labour sup- 
porting chairman of Granada, has 
been appointed new Arts Council 
chairman, succeeding former Tory 
minister Lord Gowrie. the Secre- 
tary of State for Culture, Chris 
Smith, announced yesterday,. 

Mr Robinson, 49, who was 
tipped for the post, will join the 
. Arts Council of England immedi- 
ately. and. fake over from Lord 
Gowritfwhetrhe-lea'vcs at the end 
of April. He will serve for three 
years. 

Mr Smith said: “I am delight- 
ed that Gerry has agreed to lead 
the Arts Council. I look forward 
to working with him to ensure the 
long-term health and stability of the 
arts in this country. He will take 
over a council which Grey Gowrie 
has led with distinction for some 
years and I should like to thank him 







Robinson: Labour suppprter 


for all he has done during that 
lime." 

Mr Robinson, who is also chair- 
man of BSkyB. campaigned for 
Labour during the last general elec- 
tion. He has an active interest in the 
performing arts and is a council 
member of the English Stage Com- 
pany as well as chairing the devel- 
opment of the Royal Court theatre. 


The disgraced Roman Catholic 
bishop. Eamraon Casey, who fled 
to South America following rev- 
elations that he had a teenage son. 
may not be allowed to return to 
his native Ireland to work after all 

At the end of last year.jhings, v _ 

^were looking hopefttl. frefandV: 
jCatholic leadership had signalled , I 
it would not object to his return, • ; 
and the move was | bacfcediaa sei- 
nes of opinion polls. However," ' r 
Vatican authorities are now un- 
derstood to be blocking his return 
for fear of the amount of public- 
ity the move might generate. 

Dr Casey quit his Galway dio- 
cese after confirmation of an affair 
with Annie Murphy, an American 
divorcee, in the 1970s. For the past 
Five years he has since been in- 
volved in a mission in Ecuador. 

— Gore Gamer 


Health service workers are leaving and not being replaced, leading to un- 
paid overtime, staff shortages and high stress levels, according to a poll of 
3,300 NHS employees by the public service union. Unison.- Almost half of 
NHS managers questioned said they worked more than four hours unpaid 
overtime every week, and three out of five workers said they bad consid- 
ered resigning in the past year because of low pay or feeling undervalued. 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 

■ Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmet) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


Japan (yenjr *: : 

Malta (lira) .-: -v 
Netherlands (guilders) 
Norway (kroner) 
Portugal (escudos) 
Spain (pesetas) 
Sweden (kroner) 
Switzerland (francs) 
Turkey (lira) 

USA ($) 


.V " . fojfi.-; 

guilders) 3225 

ter) 12.02 

idos) 293.08 

i) 24357 

er) 12.81 

rancs) 235 

336.046 
159 

Same: Thomas Cock 
Rons for purposes only 
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1998 technology. January Sale now on. 


DELL DIMENSION" XPS D300MT 

• MIR PENTIUM* II PROCESSOR 300HHZ . 

• WTO 440 LX AGPSfT (PC 97 COJWUANT) ! 

• 64 MB SDUUI ^ 

• 512XB INTERNAL CACHE <4 

• 8.4GB EDH ATA-33 HARD DRIVE j 

• MATROX WUENNUJH U 8 DIB WRAM ASP 
VIDEO CARD 

- UGH PERFORMANCE ICO 17* COLOUR SVGA 
MONITOR (THHfTHON CUT* 0.26 DOT PITCH. 
15.65* VIEWABLE AREA) 

• 3 PCI 1 KA,‘l Pa/BA SHARED AND 1 ASP 
EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32 X CD-ROM DRIVE 

• AWE64 SOUND CARD AND AUK LANSING 
ACS 290 SPEAKERS 

• IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE AND 3X 100MB CARTRIDGES 

• B5 ROBOTICS 56KS/S MODEM 
•MINITOWER CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 & MQOSOFP OFFICE 97 
SMA1L BOSKSS EDOM 


DELL DIMENSION XPS D233MT 

• INTEL ramUM* II PROCESSOR 233MHZ 

■ INTEL 440 LX A6PSET (PC 97 COMPLIANT) Jj 

• 64 MS SDRAM 

• 512KB INTERNAL CACHE 

• 6.4GB SIDE AM-33 HARD DRIVE J 

• SIR VELOCITY oVtWA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH W 

4EUS6RM VIDEO MHOCT 

• 17* COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 

{0.28 DOT POOL 15.9* VIEWABLE AREA] 

• 3 Pa I BA, 1 Pa/ISA SHARED AMD 1 A6P 
EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32 X O-ROM DRIVE 

• TAMAHA XG SOFTWARE WAVETAWE SOUND AMD 
AUK LANSING ACS 295 SPEAKERS 

• IOMEGA DP DRIVE AND 3X 100MB CARTRIDGES 

• 05 ROBOTICS 56KB/S MODEM 

• MM TOWER CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 A MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 

SHALL BUSINESS EDITION 



1 INTEL PBmUIR* B PROCESSOR 233JHHZ 
INTEL 440 LX AGPSET (PC 97 COMPLIANT) 

64 MB SDRAM 
• 512KB INTERNAL CACHE 
1 44KHI DDE XIA-33 HARD DRIVE 
- STB VELOCITY nVHHA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 4MB SCRAM 
VIDEO MEMORY 
» 17* COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 
PL28 DOT POOL 15.9* VIEWABLE AREA) 

1 3 Pa 1 BA. 1 Pa/KA SHARED AND 1 AGP EXPANSION SLOTS 
1 14/MX CD-ROM DRIVE a 

YAMAHA XG SOFTWARE WAVE1ABU SOUND 
MM TOWER CHASSIS 
WINDOWS 95 A MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 
SMA11 BUSINESS EMTJ0N 


pentium*][ 


Even at sale time. Dell brings you the latest technology? 
Take these three systems. They’re all fast Pentium® II 
processor based systems. They’re all feature rich; And 
they re all hugely reduced. So don't be sold anyone 
else s old stock. Call or get online to the world's largest 
direct PC manufacturer* now. • 


£1,779 (£2,125.55 
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Burt Reynolds: 
Dark side of , 

the troubled ' 
actor 


Millionaire 
bankrolls the 
quest for 
eternal life 


The search for eternal 
youth goes on - and 
some American 
scientists think they’ve 
found it, at least for 
body cells. The fact that 
they're wrong hasn’t 
stopped shares leaping 
and wild claims being 
made. Chories Arthur, 
Science Editor, explains. 

Miller Quarles, an 83-year-Tex- 
an millionaire has one obses- 
sion: to live forever. Not as a 
clone, not through his chil- 
dren; as himself. ‘Tve got the 





Miller Quarles: Time Is 
running out 


cells left to put me back to 
where I was at 45, if only they 
can be made to divide in tune," 
he said in a recent interview. “I 
have to stay alive and keep 
healthy, because statistically, 
time is running out." 

Cell division is where some 
scientists think the fountain of 
youth, the Holy Grail of ageing, 
resides. Every human cell has a 
“fuse" called the telomere on its 
DNA: each lime the cell divides, 
the telomere shortens. When it 
reaches a set length, its cell sim- 
ply dies. (In sperm and egg cells, 
the fuse is simply reset.) 

Logic would suggest that pre- 
venting the telomere from short- 
ening would give you eternal life. 
When this idea was presented to 
Mr Quarles in 1991, he leapt at 


the chance of funding a private 
company to take it further. In 
1992, the Gerou Corporation was 
set up in California. 

Hence you can imagine his 
pleasure when this week, a team 
at Geron Corporation, working 
with Woodring Wright at the 
University of Texas, announced 
that it had managed to make hu- 
man cells live significantly longer 
in a laboratory dish than they 
normally would. 

The key to this was produc- 
ing an enzyme that the body 
does produce naturally, called 
telomerase, which prevents the 
telomere from shortening 

“This offers direct evidence 
that telomere shortening caus- 
es cellular senescence," said the 
team in Science , adding that the 
long-term implications are 
“staggering” and that “by all ac- 
counts these cells had found 
their fountain of youth.” 

Dr Wright added, “This re- 
search raises the possibility 
that we could take a patient's 
own cells, rejuvenate them, 
then modify the cells as need- 
ed and give them back to the pa- 
tient to treat a variety of genetic 
and other diseases." 

So can Mr Quarles pop the 
champagne? Is be going to 
have his wish of living forever? 

Sadly, no. Other experts in 
aging point out that telom- 
erase is not the whole story at 
alL Professor Robert Newbold, 
at Brunei University, said: “Ag- 
ing isn’t solely about loss of re- 
productive capacity. Cells which 
don't divide, such as musde and 
nerves, also die off in time. And 
rodents' cells are always pro- 
ducing telomerase - their 
telomeres don’t shorten. But 
they die after a couple of years.” 
Instead, other scientists reckon 
that aging is a cumulative 
process, in which damage to the 
powerhouses of the cell - the mi- 
tochondria - by “free radical" 
chemicals builds up over time. 
Genetic damage may also cause 
cells to self-destruct. “We can 
safely say that telomerase is not 
the secret of eternal life,” said 
Professor Newbold. 

Still, news of the research 
sent shares in Geron Corpora- 
tion up four points on the 
NASDAQ stock exchange. Mr 
Quarles may not live forever; 
but be will die a richer man. 
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The Verve: 
Are they 
really the 
best? 



Not in front of the 
grown-ups: You, 
your parents and 
sex on the screen 


Bassey wins 
court battle 
over sacking 


Singer Shirley Bassey yesterday 
won a court battle with her for- 
mer persona] assistant, Hilary 
Levy, who claimed that she was 
sacked after a drunken row. 
Hie court was told that Bassey 
(pictured after the hearing) had 
slapped and assaulted Ms Levy 
during a row in a hotel room. 

Ms Levy, 44, who had 
worked for the singer over 15 
years, claimed she was sacked 
by her after a dispute over 
working hours and sued claim- 
ing breach of contract. She told 
Brentford County Court in west 
London that Bassey hit her on 
the back and called her a “Jew- 
ish bitch" after consuming a 
“fair amount of champagne". 

Summing up. Judge Marcus 
Edwards agreed that Bassey had 
not called Ms Levy a bitch and 
was not anti-Semitic. He also 
said that he thought Ms Levy 
had not been sacked and dis- 
missed her claim for £7.650 loss 
of earnings. He said he found Ms 
Levy a “less persuasive witness" 
than Bassey. “Generally, I found 
her not to be as fully frank and 
helpful as she might be," he said. 

After the judgment, which 
followed five years of legal wran- 
gling, Ms Levy refused to com- 
ment to reporters. 

Shirley Bassey broke down as 
she gave a statement, in which 
she said: “I have fought the case 
regardless of cost in order to de- 
fend my name and reputation, in 
order to protect my career, and 
as a point of principle. Tbday’s 
judgment endorses and vindi- 
cates that decision and I am hap- 
py that the matter is new ended.” 

As she stepped into her car, 
she threw flowers to waiting 
fens, who dapped and cheered. 

Photograph: Bruce Adams 


Help out the Dome? Not us, say Japanese companies 


A grand announcement 
that everyone had heard 
before. A brand new 
apology that turned out 
to be old. And now the 
multi-million pound in- 
vestment that never was. 
Richard Uoyd Parry reports 
from Tokyo on a 
distinctly underwhelming 
prime ministerial visit. 


Tbny Blair's trip to Japan was 
further undermined yesterday, 
when reports that he bad en- 
listed Japanese money to sup- 


pon the Millennium Dome 
project were denied by some of 
the country's biggest companies. 

Newspaper articles sug- 
gested yesterday that Tbyota. 
among other Japanese firms, 
was considering contributing 
£12m towards the building of 
the Dome in Greenwich, south- 
east London. The reporis, 
based on briefings given by 
prime ministerial aides, said 
that Mr Blair raised the mailer 
personally with the Toyota pres- 
ident Iasi week, and that the 
company would be sending a 
representative to London to dis- 
cuss the idea, having expressed 
“a strong desire" to partic- 


ipate. Hiroshi Okuda. Toyota's 
president, last week confirmed 
that it would spend £150m on 
expanding its manufacturing 
investment in Deeside. But the 
idea that they might also rescue 
the Dome, which is well short 
of its target of £I50m in private- 
sector investment, appeared 
to be a case of wishful thinking , 
or wilful spin- doctoring. 

Yesterday, a Toyota spokes- 
man in Totyo called the reporis 
“puzzling". “We've not even giv- 
en an indication we'd be pre- 
pared to consider it," he said. 
"... Mr Blair mentioned it to Mr 
Okuda, but we’re not seriously 
thinking about it." 


Sony, Toshiba and Nissan, 
who were also named as po- 
tential millennial benefactors, 
denied they had ever been ap- 
proached regarding the project, 
and their spokespeople in Japan 
had not even heard of the 
Dome. Even British diplomats 
in Tokyo knew nothing about 
the proposed sponsorship. 

The millennium travesty ap- 
pears robe a final effort to spin 
a positive headline out of a 
prime ministerial visit to Japan 
which was thin and uneventful 
at best. Mr Blair did give 
speeches, hold summits and 
open the year-long UK 98 fes- 
tival. But nearly half of his four 


days were spent on sightseeing, 
shopping, and being inter- 
viewed. Even the grand Tbyota 
announcement had been leaked 
several weeks before. 

Relations between Japan 
and the UK are generally very 
smooth, but the one issue of 
contention - the demands for 
an apology and compensation 
by former British prisoners of 
war - also became bogged 
down in confusion. After a 
meeting with the Japanese 
prime minister, Ryuiaro 
Hashimolo, Mr Blair’s official 
spokesman, told reporters that 
the Japanese had offered a 
new “official" apology. Within 


hours a Japanese official said 
exactly the opposite: Mr 
Hashimoto's words were sim- 
ply a reaffirmation of an offi- 
cial statement made by bis 
predecessor two years ago. 

Then in, of all places, yester- 
day's Sun newspaper. Mr 
Hashimolo restated "our feelings 
of deep remorse and heartfelt 
apology". Yesterday threatened 
to font nasty for him when the 
right-wing S hi non Nis him ura, 
promised to raise the matter In 
the Diet “You can’t apologise for 
everything that happened in the 
past ... Hashimolo is so weak and 
stupid, he cares so much what 
people think of him. " he said. 
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‘Friendly fire’ 
is blamed for 
shoot-out 
in Belfast 


An RUC officer last night 
remained critically ill 
after being shot by an 
woman undercover 
soldier following a car 
chase in Belfast. David 
McKrttrick, Ireland 
Correspondent, on an 
incident described as a 
‘friendly fire’ tragedy. 

The woman soldier was said to 
have been engaged in plain- 
clothes surveillance work aimed 
in particular at spoiling loyal- 
ist assassins following the recent 
upsurge in violence. Two 
Catholics have been killed in the 
area in recent days in retaliation 
for the INLA assassination of 
the loyalist leader Billy Wright 
inside the Maze prison. 

She opened fire on the offi- 
cer after her car crashed w hile 
being pursued on the Crumlin 
Road in the north of the city 
early yesterday, according to 
official accounts. 

The policeman had been 
travelling in an unmarked car 
hut was in uniform at the time. 
He appears to have been on a 
routine RUC patrol which en- 
countered the woman, who was 
alone in a car. 

The soldier, who is said to 
have fired a number of shots, 
was interviewed by police yes- 
terday. An RUC spokesman 
said that at no stage were any 
shots fired by the police. 

Incidents of “friendly fire” 
fatalities have been rare during 
the Troubles, with around a 
dozen deaths. Most of these 
look place in the early 1970s, a 
majority of them happening in 
north Belfast. The most com- 
mon casualties were troops 
shot mistakenly by other 
soldiers. 


Coincidentally, yesterday’s 
incident took place on the same 
stretch of road as a woman un- 
dercover soldier shot and killed 
a loyalist in 1989. On that oc- 
casion he was making his escape 
after shooting a Catholic man. 

RUC assistant chief consta- 
ble Bill Stewart said there were 
strict guidelines designed to 
prevent such incidents. He 
added: “We will be examining 
this incident and take whatev- 
er action is necessary to prevent 
a recurrence. 

“Considering the circum- 
stances ... and the risks involved 
in protecting the public from 
terrorism, incidents of this kind 
have thankfully been few and far 
between." 

His sentiments were echoed 
by Ulster Unionist security 
spokesman Ken Maginnis MP, 
who said: “I know from expe- 
rience how difficult it is to op- 
erate uniformed people and 
undercover agents at the same 
time. The authorities must 
make sure it does not happen 
again. It's amazing this sort of 
hiccup does not happen more 
frequently when members of the 
security forces have to operate 
under such difficult and trying 
conditions." 

• There were strong rumours 
around Westminster last night 
that an apology for the Bloody 
Sunday massacre could be 
made next week by Mo 
Mowlam to mark the 25th an- 
niversary of the killing of 13 peo- 
ple by paratroopers in 
Londonderry. 

The nationalist SDLP MPs 
are expecting a move to respond 
to feelings in the nationalist 
community but it is fraught 
with risks, and the Govern- 
ment may not be able to meet 
the demands for a full public in- 
quiry which could open ex-sol- 
diers to murder charges. 



Gerry Adams with hi s niece, Deidre, at her husband’s funeral yesterday Photograph; Reuters 


Adams 

joins 

funeral 

tribute 


Up to 5,000 people yesterday at- 
tended the funeral in west 
Belfast of Terry Enright, a rel- 
ative of Sinn Fein president 
Gerry Adams, who was shot 
dead by loyalists at the weekend. 

Since he died, a number of 
cross-community tributes have 
been paid to Mr Enright, the 28- 
year-old who was married to Mr 
Adams's niece and whom was 
the father of two children. He 
was noted for his work with the 
young and disadvantaged. 

Hundreds of children lined 
the route, many of them hold- 
ing banners paying tribute to his 
work. 

At yesterday’s funeral Ger- 
ry Adams carried the coffin for 
a time as Mr Enright's widow 
walked behind carrying a single 
red rose. 

He was shot dead last Sat- 
urday as he worked as a door- 
man at a city centre dub which 
was owned by a relative of the 
loyalist politician, David Ervine. 

Mr Ervine has said that the 
group which claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack, the Loyalist 
Volunteer Force, had wished to 
strike at him and his family. The 
LVF, which was founded by 
the loyalist BiHy Wright, opposes 
the peace process. 

The Catholic Bishop of 
Down and Connor, Dr Patrick 
Walsh, told mourners: "Terry 
was born in 1969, a fateful 
year. 1969-1998 was year after 
year of agony pfled on agony. 
Will 1998 be a fateful year in a 
different sense, a year that will 
see the agony over, and the 
darkness of bitterness, suspi- 
cion, hatred and terror scattered 
in the warm light of tolerance, 
respect. love and peace?” 

Dr Walsh said Mr Enright 
had been murdered simply be- 
cause he was a Catholic, adding: 
“Not only those who pulled the 
trigger were guilty but also 
those who had fomented bit- 
terness and hatred with in- 
flammatory words." 

— David McKrttrick 


Women recalled for breast 
checks in Humberside 


Health officials in Humberside yesterday recalled 1,000 
women for repeat breast screening after checks showed then 
mammograms were not sufficiently dear. A routine .inspection 
of 16,000 mammograms made by the Humberside Breast 
Screening Service between April 1995 and March 1996 
showed some did not meet quality standards. 

The problem was discovered after doctors observed that 
the cancer detection rate in the area was below tbe national 
average. Jan Galloway, medical director of Royal HullHos- 
pitals NHS Trust, which manages the service, stressed the 
recall was only precautionaiy and did not mean cancers had 
been missed. He said: “We are re-screening these women 
to ensure we have the best quality X-rays. We apologise for 
the disruption and distress that this will cause.” 

— Jeremy Laurance, Health Editor 

Blaze kills two children 


Two young children died trying to hide in a wardrobe as fire 
swept through their bedroom yesterday. 

Christopher Webb, aged four and bis sister Patricia, three, 
were killed when the blaze broke out in the upstairs bed- 
room of their two-storey flat in ElL ham , south London. 

Their mother, Julie. 25, and two unnamed men were tak- 
en to St Mary’s hospital, Sidcup, suffering from shock. One 
of the men had attempted to reach the children but was beat- 
en back by fierce flames. Fire Brigade officials said. 

Their bodies were discovered after firefighters fought their 
way into the bedroom using a hose reel assistant division- 
al officer Dave Smith said. 

He said there was no indication of what had started the 
fire. 


Hunt dogs tore cat to bits 

A hunt might be prosecuted by the RSPCA after some of 
its hounds lolled a cat while the animal’s owner watched. 

RSPCA officials said they had launched an investigation 
into the incident at Old, Northamptonshire after bounds from 
the Pytchley hunt ran loose onto a residential area and torn 
the five-year-old cat called Missy to pieces. 

The cat’s owner, Elizab eth Moss, who is heavily preg- 
nant, had watched the attack but had not realised the vic- 
tim was her cat. She bad questioned the huntsmen about 
the attack and had been told that the dogs were killing a 
fox. She only learnt the truth some hours later. 

Hunt officials have offered to give her a kitten. 

Police officer arrested 

Ten people were arrested yesterday, including a British po- 
lice officer, after the seizure of £lm of cannabis resin on a 
yacht in the French port of Calais, Customs & Excise said. 

A spokesman said eight arrests were made in Birming- 
ham after a joint operation with French police. He added 
that two other men, including John McAnenny. 47, a West 
Midlands police officer, were helping French poBce with in- 
quiries into the discoveiy of 200 kg of cannabis at the porL 
The spokesman said that a yacht carrying tbe drugs was forced 
to return to Calais due to bad weather after setting sail for 
England. Eight people were in custody at Solihull North police 
station and extradition proceedings are being considered in 
relation to the two men arrested in France. 
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Email? 


Why does my 
business need 
Email?*® 


These days, more and more businesses use Email through Demon 
Internet - and customers are starting to expect companies to have 
an Email address. So if you don't currently have Email, you’re 
missing out on what’s becoming the fastest and most effective way 

for companies to communicate. 


You can quickly exchange text messages, images, word- 
processor files, spreadsheets and so on with colleagues or 
associate companies. No more waiting for couriers or the 
postman, or trying to read illegible faxes. 

Email is just the start Joining Demon Internet also gives 
you access to the World Wide Web. Here, you can search 
for information on practically every subject - including vital 
corporate data. In addition, your account gives you 5 MB of 

Please fill in and retain the coupon or calls 

0345666222* 

Your call will be charged at local call rates. 

£Z^>Demon Internet 

wwwjfemon.net • Email: sates@demon.net 


FREE wwb space, enabling you to advertise your products and 
services 24 hours a day- with no borders or time restrictions. 

What's more, with Demon Internet's easy-install software for 
Windows PCs. you can be up and running in just twenty 
minutes. Send for your free information pack today and 
discover why Demon Internet now has over 1 25 x 00 satisfied 
customers! 


Please send ant a free 30 day trial CD wnd brochure. 
□ Foi Home □ For Business 


* 


Name.. 


.Surname. 


Address 


-Postcode. 
-Fax 


*CHis may be moaitani or recorded for pap™* Pfew* note w use 

fJ 45 0845 uumben-dewibed by Ofid <u lial call rale 1 . BT charge these at 
meal all nan olher telephone compute* may bi*e spedd rales. Co coa «nm 
telephone company for thnr Liten prtang structure. 


1 


Tel. — . 

Fra- a FREE 30 day trial CD plus brochure return to; 
Demon Ini«rneU FREEPOST, Maldon. Essex CM 9 4 XD 
or contact Demon Sales on Telephone 034 s bbb 22 a or 
faxonot 8 i 371 1150 


Please quote Ref: 1ND2 


15 minutes after 
reading this 
you could have 
a mortgage. 


Just call the number below and 
you could soon have an agreement 
in principle for a mortgage. 

This means you’ll then be able to 
make an offer on a property because 
you’ll know exactly how much you 
can borrow and what your monthly 
payments will be. 

All we ask is that you provide 
some basic information about your 


salary and outgoings and we’ll do 
the rest 

Our lines are open from 8am- 
7pm Monday to Friday and from 
8am -5pm on Saturday. 

And unlike some other mortgage 
lenders, we’re able to offer you our full 
range of mortgages when you ring. 

Whatever kind of mortgage deal 
you want, just pick up a phone. 


0800 20 30 49 


Quote ref: Ind 


HALIFAX 


Get a little extra help; 

recfl rt e ^-I^JJ*iBtb8a^lS» , xieriiii}p»usa(n(rtg B p9| W |mi pfOpflft^WeBiay MSdaddrtion^niortjagBSeoinliLVfcwSlUeiiitoaHwntiiiBf pBsonalandlwancBitifHini5tans*SSWJ tbfivahw 
or pm* ot row property Tne* will oRed tow noth m Hid you and vtat. if any, xkfbowl mwtgdgb security tee, arrangement to and repaymirt tee you have to pay. Our products aod oftes m sdtfed to conditions, 
fix more details 2 nd tot witen quafatmE, ask at jour hm! affita.WB can withdraw products wd offers without nrtita.HaltapleJriBityRoad.HaM^^ 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 

OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

Halifaj pic represents only the Halifar financial Services Marketing Group (which is regulated hr the Personal Imeslmut Anflwnly) far life assurance, pensions and amt trusts. 









m . r * c alled'^\ 

10 Hu^ b ; 0r b^ 


<»Us tv . 0 r , l., 

' - ni| dr6 n 


* tOf»r rar i . 

i-Q hit. 


afft£ 1" r Sttd 


MlW.'w ■ 
2 ^; 7 «W' *’ ' 
•V— ' 


, after 

his 

have 



e. 



- 5 / N EW S 

Venables banned as company director for 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 15 IANUARY 1<>«S 


Terry Venables, the 
former England football 
coach, was yesterday 
banned from being a 
company director for 
seven years. Ian Burre/f 
charts the spectacular 
fail from grace of the 
man who enjoyed hero 
status after the Euro 96 
championships. 

Whether as a football chairman, 
a karaoke bar owner or writing 
detective stories for television. 
Venables has always had an eye 
for money-making opportunities. 

But after nearly four years of 
strenuously denying allegations 
of improper business conduct, 
he caved in yesterday and chose 
not to challenge a mountain of 
evidence compiled against him 
by the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

Usually always ready for the 
cameras with a cheeky grin, 
Venables did not appear at 
court. He had reached a set- 
tlement with DTI lawyers and 
agreed to be disqualified from 
directorship and from being 
concerned in forming, manag- 
ing or promoting companies for 
seven years. 

Although the evidence was 
not read out in court. The In- 
dependent has obtained a copy 
of the crucial guarantee agree- 
ment which Venables made to 
obtain a £lra loan to buy shares 
in Spurs. 

Venables had denied the ex- 
istence of the guarantee, but the 
DTI was able to obtain a copy 
of the document, signed in Au- 
gust 1991, and a statement 
from Charles Dyer, a director 
of the loan firm Landhurst 


seven years 


Leasing, who witnessed the 
signing. 

The circumstances under 
which the Joan was raised were 
central to the DTTs case which 
related to Venables' alleged 
mismanagement of four com- 
panies- London drinking club 
Scribes West. Edennote, Tot- 
tenham Hotspur and Tbttenham 
Hotspur Football and Athletic 
Company. 

Elizabeth Gloster QC, for 
the DTI. told Mr Justice Evans- 
Lombe that Venables* conduct 
in relation to the four compa- 
nies “has been such as to make 
him unfit to be concerned in any 
way with the management of a 
company". 

The 19 allegations set out in 
an agreed statement of facts 
amounted to serious breaches 
of his obligations and respon- 
sibilities as a director. 

Venables, 55. did not dispute 
the core material facts in the 
statement and accepted that the 
conduct alleged was of “such se- 
riousness as to render him un- 
fit". 

News of the disqualification [ 
prompted a statement from ■ 
the competition and consumer 
affairs minister, Nigel Griffiths, 
who said: “We recognise his 
great achievement in football 
coaching, but even our national 
heroes cannot be allowed to fall 
below accepted standards of 
probity when they enter the 
business world.” 

Since Venables took Eng- 
land to the semi-finals of the 
Euro 96 championships he has 
suffered a succession of humil- 
iations. 

Yesterday's court hearing 
stems from his split with Alan 
Sugar, with whom he ran Tot- 
tenham for two years until 
1993. The pair have become bit- 


Branson accused 
of being cowardly 
and a liar 


Richard Branson took to 
the witness box 
yesterday at a two-way 
libel trial centring on 
allegations of attempted 
bribery. Andrew Buncombe 
was in court. 


Richard Branson has been 
called many things in his time, 
some complimentary and some 
Jess so. Yesterday most of the 
descriptions fell into the second 
category. 

In the space of around 90 
minutes be was described var- 
iously as a liar, a crass amateur, 
ill-informed, ill-prepared, hu- 
miliated. deluded and coward- 
ly. The series of allegations 
came as Richard Ferguson QC 
opened his case against Mr 
Branson and in defence of Guy 
Snowden, head of US-based 
firm GTech, and the man the 
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Branson: ‘No one has ever 
tried to bribe me before* 

British entrepreneur said tried 
to bribe him. Mr Branson is su- 
ing GTech, Mr Snowden and its 

PR director after they dismissed 

his allegation of attempted 
bribery, while GTbch is counter- 
suing Mr Branson' over the 
o riginal allegation. 

In the High Court yesterday 
Mr Ferguson said that any at- 
tempt to ay and bribe Mr Bran- 
son would have been madness. 
He added: “Mr Snowden did 
not get to the position he now 
occupies by being a madman. 

He said if Mr Branson gen- 
uinely believed Mr Snowden 
had tried to bribe him, be 
should have said so at the time. 

“He should not have waited 
two years before going public 
and then making this cowardly 
attempt on television, said Mr 
Ferguson, referring to a 1 995 


BBC Panorama programme in 
which Mr Branson made the al- 
legation. 

Mr Ferguson also scruti- 
nised details of a note Mr Bran- 
son said he bad made after the 
alleged bribeiy attempt the QC 
questioned whether the words 
‘what can we do for you 
Richard?’ amounted to a bribe. 

Why did Mr Branson con- 
clude it was a bribe, he asked. 
“Did he delude himself into 
thinking be had been the sub- 
ject of a bribeiy attempt by this 
odious American? Was it easi- 
er for him to live with that mis- 
taken conclusion than to admit 
be had been shown up as a crass 
amateur." 

Mr Branson later described 
in detail the lunch in Septem- 
ber 1993 involving himself, his 
associate John Jackson, bead of 
Sketchleys. and Mr Snowden, a 
director of Camelot, the com- 
pany that won the lottery fran- 
chise. He said he planned to bid I 

to run the lottery on a non-prof- 
it making basis. 

Mr Snowden tried to talk 
him out of this and even asked 
him to join his own consortium. 
Mr Branson said: "He was 
sweating, mopping his brew. He 
shuffled towards me and then 
be came out with these incred- 
ible words. T don’t know how 
to phrase it Richard, there is al- 
ways a bottom line. HI get to the 
point. In what way can we help 
you?*. I have never been so. 
what is the word ... flabber- 
gasted. No one has ever tried to 
bribe me before.” 

Mr Branson said he asked 
Mr Snowden what he had 
meant. "His reply was. There 
is always something in life 
everybody needs'. He replied he 
had no need of anything. 

“John Jackson’s eyebrows 
were hitting the ceOing,” said Mr 
Branson. “Snowden was sweat- 
ing, and mopping his forehead. 
There was a deathly hush. I had 

no wish to be in the presence of 

this man any longer.” 

Mr Branson said that he lat- 
er a phone call from the publi- 
cist Sir Tim Bell on GTech’s 
behalf saying that Mr Snowden 
might have said something he 
regretted and asked whether Mr 
Branson was going to the press. 

Mr Branson, 47. also told the 
court that after Mr Snowden 
and his consortium were award- 
ed the lotteiy contract he re- 
vealed the attempted bribe to 
Peter Davis, director general of 
the lotteiy watchdog OfloL 

The trial continues. 
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ter rivals. In October 1996 , Sugar, the Spurs chairman, af- denounced as a perjurer by behatfof hisrighL-handman Ed- 
Venables was ordered by a ter a libel action. Venables tried Judge Timothy Pontius who die Ashby, who was jailed for 
court to pulp all remaining to claim a victory as most of the accused him of “deliberately four months, 
copies of his autobiography books had already been sold. and dishonestiy" misleading a In November 1996, Ven- 
and pay £100,001 in damages to Last October, Venables was jury, when giving evidence on ables became national coach of 


Australia but his dream of tak- 
ing them to the World Cup 
failed as they were knocked out 
by Iran in the final qualifying 
round. 


Roe and fall: Venables was 
pronounced unfit to be con- 
cerned in any way with the 
management of a company 
Photograph: 

Laurence Griffith s/EMPICS 


At the same Lime he had tak- 
en control of First Division 
Portsmouth, paying just £1 for 
a majority share option. 

By the time he left the club 
last week, it was in disarray, los- 
ing £150,000 a month and bot- 
tom of the league. Venables, 
who rarely attended matches 
but had taken a £30U.U00 “per- 
formance” bonus, claimed an 
extra £220,000 as a pay-off. 

Earlier this week, senior FA 
officials met lawyers to discuss 
whether Venables and other se- 
nior football figures should face 
disciplinaiy proceedings fol- 
lowing an investigation into 
whelher unofficial “bungs" 
were paid as commission on 
transfer deals. 
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OUR THREE NEW 
CARS NOW INCLUDE 

ONE YEAR’S 
FREE INSURANCE. 


Daewoo’s three new cars already come with the most 
comprehensive after sales package in the market 
!) 3 years/60,000 mile free sen/icing, including 
labour, parts and a courtesy car. 
2) 3 year/60,000 mile comprehensive warranty. 
3) 3 years Daewoo Total AA Cover. 

But from now until 
3 1 st March 1 998, all our 
new cars will also come 
with one year's 
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Europe offers 
export hope 
to Ulster 
beef farmers 



In the pink: Lkigate’s, the butchers, selling UK-bred beef in west London yesterday in a scene that will be repeated across Europe ff the EC proposal succeeds Photograph: David Rose 


The first UK-bred beef 
could be back on sale in 
Europe by Easter after a 
partial lifting yesterday 
of the two-year trade 
ban. Katherine Butler, in 
Strasbourg, says the 
European Commission 
agreed to ask member 
governments to allow 
beef exports from 
Northern Ireland. 

The Commission's unanimous 
support for a scheme to admit 
exports from what will he 
known as “certified BSE-free 
herds" in Northern Ireland can 
be viewed as the fust step on the 
way back to normal trade. 

Jack Cunningham, (he agri- 
culture minister, welcomed the 
development but cautioned that 
it amounted to clearing just the 
first of many hurdles. 

Onty two governments, Ire- 
land and Holland, already back 
the case for lifting the ban on 
Northern Irish beef, so convinc- 
ing a majority to vote in favour 


will be a huge hurdle in the face 
of hardline German resistance. 

The next barrier will be re- 
ferral on 21 January to member- 
state representatives on the 
ELTs Standing Veterinary Com- 
mittee. Under Lhe bloc's arcane 
voting rules this Committee 
could lift the ban on Northern 
Irish exports if a qualified 
majority agrees. 

This is unlikely, however, so 
the Commission expects to have 
to refer it to the Council of EU 
agriculture ministers where the 
German government is expect- 
ed to do all it can to muster a 
majority against. One tactic 
might be to link agreement to 
demands that German should 
be declared a "BSE-free 2 one" 
but the EU agriculture com- 
missioner, Franz Fischier. yes- 
terday warned the Germans 
against politicising a matter 
which should be decided on 
scientific grounds. “There is 
dear hope now. If we are suc- 
cessful with this first step then 
! am personally convinced the 
next steps will follow," he said. 

For Ulster farmers, who 
have been lobbying for months 


for spetial treatment, set apart 
from the rest of UK farmers, 
yesterday’s decision comes as 
vindication of the argument 
that their herds are grass-fed 
and have been afflicted by a very 


low incidence of BSE. But the 
key factor was the existence in 
Ulster of a Id-year-old com- 
puterised cattle-tracingsystem. 
unique in Europe. This will al- 
low farmers there to identify 


those animals and herds which 
have never been afflicted by 
BSE. Around S5 per cent of 
farmers in Northern Ireland are 
involved in cattle rearing and 
beef production, an industry 


which generates more than 
20,000 full-time jobs. 

Bui they will have to comply 
with tough conditions even if the 
proposal goes through. Exports 
would be allowed only for 


deboned meal from cattle aged 
between 6 months and 30 
months which comes from 
herds free of BSE for at least 
eight years and slaughtered 
and processed on approved 


premises. As one of the condi- 
tions, the EU food safety com- 
missioner, Fmma Booino, ruled 
out any exports from Northern 
Ireland which pass through 
British meat factories. 


Danger labels are slapped on eggs, cheese, carrots, baby milk - and meat 


In the last 20 years, one 
food scare has followed 
another, with panic 
reaching a peak over 
beef. Glenda Cooper, 
Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent, follows 
the trail of poison. 


“We do warn people now that 
sadly most of the egg produc- 
tion in this country is infected 


with salmonella.** Thus the first 
big food scare of recent times 
was started in December 1988 
by Edwina Currie, then a junior 
health minister. 

It was the first of many. 
Ready-cooked poultry and soft 
cheeses were the next victims, 
with the listeria outbreak of 
1989. The same year there was 
a botulism scare after one con- 
taminated batch of hazelnut yo- 
ghurt was found. 

In February 1993, high lev- 
els of patulin. a toxin occurring 


naturally in juice, were found in 
apple juice. And then in May- 
1995 the discovery of high 
organo phosphate levels led to 
government advice to peel car- 
rots before eating them. 

Parents panicked in May 1996 
when nine leading brands of 
baby milk were said to contain 
levels of phthalates, "gender 
bender** chemicals. The Euro- 
pean Commission later con- 
cluded that there was no danger 
to babies. Then 20 people died 
in an outbreak of E. coli 0157. 


It began in November I ‘Wo. and 
was traced to a butcher s shop. 
The Government ordered an in- 
quiry. led by Professor Hugh 
Pennington, which called for 
sweeping changes in food safety. 
This week, he said the Govern- 
ment had not acted fast enough 
on his recommendations. 

But the mother of all the 
scares is beef - specifically, the 
link between bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE) in cattle 
and new-variant Creutzfeldi- 
Jakob disease (v-CJD) in humans. 


It was 1985 when scientists 
from the Ministry- of Agricul- 
ture. Fisheries and Food ( Maff) 
began io investigate - later 
named BSE - symptoms of a 
new disease in cattle on dairy 
tarms. In 1988. the government 
set up a working party under Sir 
Richard Southvvood to consid- 
er the significance of the BSE 
epidemic. Corapufsoty slaugh- 
ter and incineration or burial of 
cattle showing symptoms fol- 
lowed. More than 170,000 cat- 
tle were diagnosed between 


I9S7 and 1997- but estimates 
showed that up to one million 
with the disease but showing no 
symptom were used in human 
and animal food. 

The government insisted 
that there was no danger to the 
public. Many scientists, mean- 
while, quietly gave up beet 

In May 1990. John Gummer, 
then the minister of agriculture, 
infamously fed his daughter 
Cordelia a hamburger to prove 
its safety. In 1993, Kenneth 
Caiman, then chief medical of- 


ficer, issued a statement to 
calm fears. Douglas Hogg, Mr 
Gummers replacement, con- 
tinued to emphasise that British 
beef was safe to eat 

But in 1994 a handful of 
teenagers fell ill apparently of 
CJD. which usually affects only 
those over 60. The government 
denied a link to BSE. 

On 20 March 1996, Stephen 
Darrell, then secretary of state 
for health, announced that the 
most likely cause of v-CJD was 
exposure to BSE. A Europe- 


wide- ban on British beef fol- 
lowed, killin g a £500m industry 
almost overnight, and the gov- 
ernment banned sales of spec- 
ified material from cattle, sheep 
and goats. By August 1997 more 
than 1.7 milli on cattle had been 
slaughtered. Most recently, the 
Minister of Agriculture, Jack 
C unningham., harmed die sale of 

beef on the bone. 

lb date, 23 people have died 
of v-CTD, but scientists say-it is 
too early to knew whether thou- 
sands more will follow. 
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Personal Loan rates 1 are 
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1% APR off our standard Personal Loan rates 

Now is a good time to take out a NatWest Persona ! 
Loon. We've cut oil our standard Personal Loan rotes 
by 1% APR for o limited period, which means that 
you con borrow £7.1 00 or more a; 1 2.9% APR . 

So, take advantage of those bargains in the sales and 
save on your Icon repayments. 


Amount 

36 monthly 

To'ol pay obit 

APR 

of icon 

repayments Oi 



£3,000 

£103.77 

£3,735.72 


i 



15.9% 

! £7,100 

£236.48 

£8.-51 3.28 





12.9% | 


Be on the ball 

To take advantage of these special rates you must 
apply bu 28 February 1998. So do it today and cim 
to get all the best bargains in die soles. 

NatWest customers con get on 
immediate decision/" just by calling 

i 0800 24 34 06 

MONDAY to FRIDAY Sam to 8pm 
or SATURDAY 9am to 6pm 
1 Or pop into any NatWest branch. 

Non- Not West customeis will need to open a NatWest 
current, account to apply for a loan. 


A NatWest 

More than just a bank 


J ^ 1 ® wower - Qndls ■subject fo status and commons. Written quotations ate available on request from National Ww/rrtmter Bonk Pit Reqlstered 

Ttetotol bn ^“ 40U borrow 00 to* 36 months ot the rote of l2.9XAPft 400 would pat, 36 montttu repotfnenfe ofm6,4S. 

JSuldte a °°° 36 months 01 !*&££*, you woUd pay 36 monthly repayments of £ 1 03.77. ThetotKLrrt payable 

inHeoconfxesincwetne ixafr discount. Ref no; 50171 
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The Independent and Independent on $uriday.fn ; 


delighted to offer readers the opportunity, to^^yluncivor^ 


six of London’s top restaurants throughout litf: 

From Monday January 5th until Saturday f 
establishments are offering readers atwo course Ujiclinc ! 

.-person.--: 


To participate m the' offer simply collecc orre token 

urday February 28th) and then telephones 

Independent diner. On your arrival at the resbufarit 
to qualify for the offer. Each taken is yaJittftir a cortfptete 
valid for ope week only, an d will be datedacajrdmg^ - ^ 

simply collect a token from the" week in y^hich yOu 
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Headteachers shun most difficult posts 


Government policies on 
league tables and target- 
setting are causing heads 
to shun difficult schools, a 
survey has revealed. Judith 
Judd t Education Editor, 
explains why there is a 
crisis in headteacher 
recruitment. 


For the first time in a decade, 
an annua] survey of head- 
teacher recruitment shows that 
some small schools are receiv- 


School 
reopens 
for five 
pupils 


Wanted: one teacher to teach five 
11- and 12-\ear-olds. Salon': 
£14.500 1 about £5000 below the 
going rate). House available in 
crofting township (pop. 70) with 
no road or mains electricity. 
Needs to manage 20 volunteer 
teachers and the parents who run 
the school The job would prob- 
ably try the patience of a saint but 
the place is beautifid and the chil- 
dren open and articulate 

After fourvears, the parent-run 
secondary school in Scoraig, 
Ross and Cromarty, is to reopen 
this August The Highland Coun- 
cil agreed yesterday to give an an- 
nual grant so pupils from the 
remote Scoraig peninsula will not 
have to travel 30 miles, includ- 
ing a mile by sea, to school. Be- 
cause of travelling difficulties they 
have to lodge away from home 
during the week. 

The grant to the reopened 
school this year will be £14,500. 
Al present the council is pay- 
ing £6,800 each for four pupils 
for travel and board at a school 
in Gairloch. 

-Scoraig parents set up the 
school 1 1 years ago because they 
felt their 1 1-year-olds were too 


ing not a single applicant for 
headship vacancies. 

Among secondary schools, 
many that have low league- 
table scores arc struggling to 
find good heads, according to 
John Howson. an educational 
analyst who carried out the 
study with the support of the 
Secondary Heads Association 
and the National Association of 
Head Teachers. Ministers, he 
suggests, will have to pay some 
heads more if they want to 
achieve their aim of raising 
standards in poor schools. 

The Government’s 25 edu- 


cation action zones, where heads 
may be paid as much as 
£ 100 . 000 . will cover only a liny 
proportion of struggling schools. 
Mr Howson says. At best 
around 75 of 4.500 secondary 
schools will be included. But. in 
the last three years, nearly one- 
fifth have seen a decline in both 
the proportion of pupils getting 
five good GCSE grades and the 
proportion gelling no GCSEs. 

The survey, which measures 
recruitment problems by mon- 
itoring the number of readver- 
lised posts, analysed the exam 
results of 40 schools that read- 


vertised headship vacancies. At 
more than half of these the per- 
centage of pupils with five 
GCSE passes at grades A-C was 
less than 30 per cenU At one- 
third. it was under 25 per cent. 

Mr Howson comments: “All 
schools need high-quality lead- 
ership and schools with low per- 
centages of higher GCSE scores 
must not lose out. In a market- 
based economy, the amount a 
school can pay to atLract a new 
head may be of significance." 

On education actions zones 
he adds: “The experiment will 
srill leave too many schools de- 


pendent upon market forces 
and with budgets that do not al- 
low them to offer financial in- 
centives to new beads." 

Schools that fail to attract any 
applicants are usually small 
vill ag e schools in unattractive ar- 
eas where unemployment is high. 

Overall, the problem of re- 
cruiting a bead appears to have 
been no worse last year than in 
previous vcais, but Mr Howson 
suspects this is because an un- 
usually high proportion of 
schools now have acting heads. 

In inner London, more than 
50 per cent of posts were ad- 


vertised. In outer London and 
the South-east the figure was 30 
per cent and nationally it was 14 
per cent for secondary and 24 
per cent for primary schools. 

John Sutton, general secre- 
tary of the Secondary Heads As- 
sociation. said that some heads 
did look at league tables before 
making applications. “The real 
message is one about security. 
It is not that people don’t want 
to lake on challenging schools. 
If you take on that sort of place 
and you don’t deliver, maybe 
through no fault of your own. 
your job is at risk." 



Outdoor learning: Teacher Martin Jones with Scoraig’s last pupil, Patrick Rushforth. in 1994. Below, Celia Ertz teaches pupils in 1967 Photograph: Peter Jolly 


young to stay away from home. 
At firsL it was staffed entirely by 
volunteers, and a ruined church 
was rebuilt to house the pupils. 
But some parents felt that the 


school could not offer enough 
new faces and sent their chil- 
dren to school in Gairloch. The 
number of children of sec- 
ondary school age also declined 


and by 1994 the school was 
down to one pupil. 

Now. there are four 1 1-year- 
i'lds and one 12-year-old who 
want to attend school in Scoraig. 


Green Flag 

Motoring Assistance 


The committee, mainly of par- 
ents. which runs the school ap- 
plied for a council grant and has 
offers of unpaid teaching help 
from 20 of Scoraig's inhabitants 
- about half the adult population. 

All that is needed is a quali- 
fied teacher. Tbpher Dawson, the 
committee’s chairman, whose 
child will he one of the first pupils 
at the school, said: "Even though 
the local secondary schools are 


excellent, the parents are de- 
lighted that their children will not 
have to cross a mile of sea and 
spend all week away from home. 
By the year 2000 we may have 10 
pupils so we are saving the coun- 
cil a great deal of money." 

A telecottage will open short- 
ly at the school to provide com- 
puter services for local people. 

—Judith Judd, 
Education Editor 
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Every teacher will receive 
training in information and 
communications technology 
through a C235m package an- 
nounced bv the Government 
yesterday. 

Minister* believe that two- 
thirds of the country’s 4511,1)00 
teachers know less about com- 
puters than their pupils. 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary of Slate for Education, gave 
details of the package, which is 
funded by the National Lottery, 
at the British Training and 
Technology Exhibition in Lon- 
don. 

He also launched the first 
contents of the National Grid 
for Learning, which include a 
"Virtual Teachers' Centre" and 
.1 database set up hv the Gov- 
ernment’s Schools Standards 
and Ellectivencss Unit on an In- 
Icrnel website. 

The teachers' centre has 
teacher training material for all 
National Curriculum subjects, 
and the database aims to show 
teachers examples uf methods 


which are successful in raising 
standards. 

Eventually, the database will 
contain educational computer 
software, developed mainly by 
private companies. 

Last year, the Prime Minis- 
ter announced a £100m fund for 
schools to buy computers and 
software to ensure that eveiy 
school is connected to the In- 
ternet by the year 2002. 

Several schools have been 
using the website m a pilot 
scheme ran by the National 
Centre for Educational Tech- 
nology in Coventry. 

Chris Thatcher, head of Pat- 
ters Green primary school, 
Coventry, said the website was 
an invaluable time saver. Al pre- 
sen L teachers could spend 
hours finding material for 
lessons, "It could be useful if yon 
needed to develop work on a 
particular part of the curricu- 
lum, cutting out the lengthy 
process of having to write work- 
sheets." 

— Judith Judd 
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Blair tightens grip 
on levers of power 


The Prime Minister 
tightened his grip on 
Government policy 
yesterday, taking charge 
of a public campaign for 
welfare reform and 
setting up a new 
ministerial control unit 
in No 10. Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, examines 
moves that could 
squeeze the Chancellors 
power base. 


As the Treasury is seen as the 
prime culprit for working in iso- 
la i ion from others, one of the 
unit's tasks will be ensure that 
the Chancellor's staff are work- 


Tony Blair will tonight take the 
Ie3d in a concerted public cam- 
paign for welfare reform, ef- 
fectively grabbing control from 
Gordon Brown. He is searching 
for a more coherent and con- 
sidered approach to a problem 
that has so far been tackled 
piecemeal - as with lone par- 
ents' benefit and the threat to 
disability benefits. 

But the Prime Minister also 
announced last night that a 
new six-strong Strategic Com- 
munications Unit had been set 
up at No 10 “to make sure 
events are scheduled, launched 
and followed through to main- 
tain impact and to convey the 
central story and themes of the 
Government .” 


mg “on message . 

There was extreme annoy- 
ance inside Government this 
week that while the Prime Min- 
ister was asserting his authori- 
ty over welfare reform, the 
Chancellor's aides were once 
more floating “premature and 
unhelpful" proposals for the tax- 
ation of child benefit and the 
abolition of child benefit for 16- 
plus schoolchildren. 

In the context of separate 
speculation that pensions could 
be curbed for the better-off, Mr 
Blair said during Prime Minis ter s 
Questions: “There is really no 
point in conducting a review 
and inquiry and then giving out 
what are possibly speculative 
proposals before they are prop- 
erly considered. It has to be done 
in a proper and serious way." 

In a speech to party workers 
in Dudley, West Midlands, 
tonight. Mr Blair is planning to 
say: “The status quo is not an 
option. Long-term, thought out. 
principled reform is the way for- 
ward." 

He will reassure those who 
depend on benefits - and restive 
Labour activists: “Those in gen- 
uine need will always get help 


and support from a Labour gov- 
ernment That’s ray guarantee." 

But the imperative for re- 
form will to be underlined by a 
series of fact-files to be issued 
by Harriet Hannan, Secretary 
of State for Social Security. 

They will say that in 1949. the 
first full year of the Welfare 
State. 13.5 pence in every pound 
went on social security benefits, 
compared with 18p in 1971, and 
3 Op today. With welfare bene- 
fits now costing the equivalent 
of £80 per person, per week, 30 
per cent of payments went to the 
poorest fifth of households in 
1994-95 - compared with more 
than 40 per cent for the poor- 
est households in 1979. 

At the same time, it is esti- 
mated that £4bn a year is now 
wasted on fraud; enough to 
build 100 Dew hospitals. 

The Prime Minister toid the 
Commons that welfare reform 
was required because spending 
was rising while poverty was get- 
ting worse. “That is plainly an 
unacceptable situation and one 
that we want to change." 

Commons exchanges ap- 
peared to bring agreement be- 
tween Mr Blair, William Hague 
and Paddy Ashdown on the un- 
derlying principles for reform 
but no consensus on how the is- 
sue should be taken forward. 

Polly Toynbee, page 23 



Tories to choose leader by one member, one vote 


Tory MPs last night voted 
overwhelmingly to 
change the system for 
selecting a leader, reports 
Colin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent. 


As Tory MPs voted yesterday to 
change the system for electing 
a new leader to one member, 
one vote (Oraov) - the system 
that helped Labour modernise 
its appeal under Tony Blair to 
recover from successive election 
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defeats - Michael Portillo 
(above) last night reaffirmed his 
credentials as a potential leader 
of a Eurosoeptic Toiy party. 

The change means that the 
Tory leader, William Hague, 
could be challenged if the par- 
liamentary party passed a vote 
of no confidence in him, but it 
will avoid the destabilising an- 
nual readoption of the leader. 

Mr Hague immediately wel- 
comed the change as the first 
step on the road to his own 
modernisation of the Conserv- 
ative Party. “It is just part of our 
programme to democratise my 
party. I want party members to 
be fully involved in what we 
what do." Mr Hague said. 

The move to Omov was 
widely expected after a U-turn 
by the officers of the 1922 
Committee executive, chaired 


by Sir Archie Hamilton, backed 
the change. A total of 1 10 MPs 
voted in favour of moving to a 
system in which a leadership 
challenge would require a vote 
of no confidence, with 36 vot- 
ing to keep the present system. 

There were 102 votes for 
Omov, with 24 votes to keep the 
existing rules under which only 
Tory MPS would have the right 
to take part in leadership votes. 

Labour sources accused the 
lories of apeing new Labour. 
“The Tories should be worried 
- if this scheme had been in 
place a year ago, William 
Hague would not be the leader 
and Kenneth Clarke would be 
leading the Opposition.” 

It is unclear whether the 
cbaqge will enhance the chances 
of Michael Portillo taking over 
the leadership in the future, but 


the former minister reaffirmed 
his credentials as the leading 
Euro-sceptic in the party with a 
speech attacking the European 
single currency as a matter of 
principle. By taking a stand on 
principle against the euro, Mr 
Portillo went further than Mr 
Hague, who has laid out a prag- 
matic case against it for the next 
ten 10 years. Mr Hague's formula 
upset pro-European Tory MBs, 
including the grandees who 
wrote a protest letter to The In- 
dependent, but it leaves open the 
long-term possibility of entry. 

Mr Portillo delighted loty 
Euro-sceptic Mft by making it 
dear that he would never support 
entry to the single currency be- 
cause of the powers and sover- 
eignly it would transfer from 
Britain to a federal Europe. 

Photograph: Brian Harris 


Union ignores pay-restraint 


Britain’s biggest union. Unison, 
yesterday issued a major politi- 
cal challenge to the Government 
when it lodged a 10 percent pay 
demand on behalf of National 
Health Service employees. 

The claim was issued despite 
the Chancellor’s repeated in- 
sistence that the Government 
will stick to the previous ad- 
ministration's tight limit on 
public expenditure. 

With the pay-review bodies 
for public-sector workers due to 


deliver their reports to Down- 
ing Street, the Treasury is main- 
taining its tough line on public 
sector pay but was moving to 
head off a threatened back- 
bench revolt over a fresh round 
of cuts in spending programmes. 

The Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury, Alastair Darling, will 
next week meet officers of the 
Labour backbench committees 
to explain the Treasury’s strate- 
gy for changing the spending pri- 
orities inherited from the Times. 


“He will be saying it is not a ents- 
led exercise but a change of pri- 
orities giving some areas more 
money,” said a source. “And he 
will be in listening mode.” 

The Chancellor's warning 
on pay restraint was ignored by 
Unison, the 12 million strong 
public service union, which is 
urging ministers to sanction a 
settlement which will include a 
£4.42-an-hour minimum wage. 

— Barrie dement and 
CoHn Brawn 
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Pigs flight to freedom brings promise of sanctuary 


Three little pigs went to 
market, but only one 
was slaughtered. The 
other two saved their 
bacon by making a 
daring escape from the 
abattoir. They are still 
on the police's ‘wanted* 
list, writes Gare Gamer. 


The two runaway Ginger Thm- 
worth boars are still on the run 
after ax days. But while they trot 
around somewhere in Wilt- 
shire, the news on their pal. a 
third boar transported with 
them who did not get away, was 
not so good 

On the two pigs’ sixth day of 
freedom, a spokesman for New- 
man’s Slaughterhouse, in 
Malmesbury. Wiltshire, said 
yesterday; "The third member 
of the group was processed in 
the usual way.” 

Meanwhile, animal sanctu- 
aries across the country were 
volunteering their services for 
the surviving five-month-old 
boars. 

Geoff Francis, from Hill- 
side animal sanctuary near 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk, said he 
would willingly give the heroic 
boars a home for life. “We 
would love to have this pair. We 
already have a refugee from the 
slaughterhouse, a bullock we 
called Braveheart. who swam a 
river to escape - just like the 
pigs. 

“We have been inundated 
with calls from people asking us 
to save them, some have offered 
money to help us. 

“It is amazing how fugitives 
like these two catch people’s 
imaginations”. 

Indeed, it looks as if they win 
be able to take their pick of re- 
tirement homes. 

At the PALS sanctuary near 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, staff said 
they hoped to have the pigs 
“safe and well” with them. 

Even one of the policemen 



Call of the wild: The Ginger Tam worths’ great escape has caught the public imagination - ‘Most people wish them the best of luck* 


Photograph: Peter Cook 


We asked our house poet Martin 
Newell to muse on the subject 

The Ballad of 
the Tamworth 
Pigs 


Two Tamworth pigs en route one day 
From piggery to table 
Both saw the hand of chance held out 
And grabbed while they were able 

Chorus : 

“0 not for us the butcher's knife 
And not for us the stun-gun 
For by the time the week is out 
They'd know of us in London ” 

Out of the trailer, through a gap 
7b run where it might laid them 
Since rasher moves are what succeed 
Along the road to freedom 
Now Tamworth pigs are ginger pigs 
Resourceful, quick and gritty 
And make up in athletics 
What they miss in being pretty 

For haring gained some distance 
From the slaughterhouse's thugs 
They swam the River Avon 
Like a Chinese team on drugs 

They foraged in some woodland 
In a Malmesbury environ 
Their trademark Tkmworth trotter prints 
Proclaimed these Pigs of Iron 

And they became the heroes 
Of a sentimental nation 
As the Cassidy and Sundance 
Of a porcine situation. 


whose duty is to apprehend the 
runaways is rooting for a hap- 
py ending. 

PC Phil Snow, who a dmi tu to 
eating meat only occasionally, 
and then never pork, said every- 
one was behind the pair. “Most 


people wish them the best of 
luck. If I see them again hope- 
fully it will be in circumstances 
where I can wave them good- 
bye and wish them a happy fu- 
ture,” he said. 

Several national newspapers 


were bidding to buy the pigs and 
find them a home yesterday - 
if only the duo would give 
themselves up - and a mystery’ 
celebrity's representative was 
also rumoured to be trying to 
purchase them, offering "silly 


money” to secure their future. 

The two pigs slipped 
through the hands of abattoir 
workers last Thursday. They ran 
round the abattoir yard before 
forcing their way through a 
hole in the fence and racing off 


through the streets of Malmes- 
bury, only to be confronted by 
the river Avon. Undaunted, 
they dived in and swam for the 
other side. 

After splashing their way 
15 feet to the far bank the pigs 


made the most of their freedom 
in local gardens and showed a 
startling turn of speed if they 
were approached 

What the pigs’ final fate will 
be, nobody quite knows. The ul- 
timate say will be down to their 


owner, Arnaldo Dijulio, a coun- 
cil road sweeper who reared 
them on his smallholding. He 
said be had bred them for 
slaughter (they are each worth 
£40) and was not prepared to 
discuss their future. 


The breakfast treat that is a little too closely related for comfort 



Revolting animals: Napoleon 
contemplating an uprising 


The creatures outside looked 
from pig to man and from man 
to pig, and from pig to man again ; 
but already it was impossible to 
say which was which. 

George Orwell was spot on 
to cast pigs as the clever ones 
in his satire on Communism, 
.Animal Farm. 

The two boars who made a 
break for it this week when they 
were for the chop were obvi- 
ously not stupid and, in this re- 
spect, they are unexceptional. 
Professor Peter Brooks, who has 
carved out a career as a pig be- 


haviourist at Plymouth Uni- 
versity, said; “It was really no ac- 
cident that Orwell made them 
the thinkers and movers in.4/r- 
imal Farm. He knew what he 
was talking about It may sound 
strange. I've watched pigs stand 
back and think about a prob- 
lem” 

He himself was sussed by 
sows when he tried to do an ex- 
periment, on their eating habits. 
Within minutes of installing a 
computerised feeding system, 
be saw one of them getting into 
the exit door, defeating the 


electronics and gobbling as 
much food as desired. Twenty 
minutes later, she hud taught 
the others to do the same. 

Primates -including human 
beings - are reasonably close- 
ly related lo pigs. Anatomical- 
ly. pigs are quite similar to 
people- hence the use of pig or- 
gans in heart valve operations 
- and like (the majority of) us 
they are omnivores who will eat 
almost anything. Apparently, 
they even taste like us: the 
Polynesian cannibals’ term for 
human being is “long pig”. 


The “modem" pig began to 
develop in the 19th century 
when wild animals were crossed 
with imported stock. Distinctive 
breeds began to develop, some 
suited to particular parts of 
the country. Hence there is 
Berkshire, Gloucester Old 
Spots, and the now famous 
Tamworth. 

But while we carry on breed- 
ing them for the table, the re- 
lationship between pigs and 
people is becoming a little more 
complex. Films such as Babe 
have inculcated in children the 


notion that pigs are worth more 
than their fate as sausages. 
Children aren't the only ones, 
either. Since 1985 the Viet- 
namese Pot-Bellied pig has 
been promoted as a house pet; 
as the “pocket pig" or the “hog 
to jog with" on account of their 
diminutive size. They number 
an estimated 200,000 to 500,000 
in the US today. 

So what is the outlook for the 
breakaway boars of Tkmworth, 
and bow can they be helped to 
overcome their trauma? They 
could try to disguise themselves 


as Vietnamese, but would test 
even their skills. Had they been 
in France they could have 
teamed up with the huge num- 
bers of wild boars roaming 
there. Surviving in the wild 
here is tougher. 

Probably, their best bet is to 
find some suitably enlightened 
humans and seek asylum. If you 
are inclined to help, Mr Riffle 
suggests 10 things which make 
a pig happy. 1) grazing on fresh 
grass, especially clover. 2) Root- 
ing, especially after a rain storm. 
3) Special treats such as apples, 


cantaloupes, watermelon, and 
fresh vegetables. 4) Sunba thing , 
but remember the lotion. 5) 
Belly rubs and butt scratching. 
6) Scratching on trees, large 
rocks, fence posts, and each 
other. 7) Socialising with other 
pigs. 8) Wrapping up in blankets 
or burying themselves in straw 
during the cold months. 9) Wal- 
lowing in mud puddles or wad- 
ing pods during the hot months. 
10) Exploring the woods ... 

Which, of course, these 
porkers been happily doing. 

— Gare Gamer 
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10/IN THE COURTS 




Mutilated prostitute accused husband of attack 



Ann Fidler: No memory of savage attack Photographs; PA 


A jury was told 
yesterday how a man 
who discovered his 
mutilated wife barely 
alive was later accused 
of carrying out the 
attack. Steve Boggan heard 
the latest twist in the 
trial of Victor Farrant, 
who is charged with 
attacking her and 
murdering another 
woman. 


A former rivD servant-turned 
prostitute woke from a coma 
after being savagely beaten 
and accused her husband of 
trying to kill her, a court was 
told yesterday. 

Ann Fidler, who used to 
work in the office of the for- 
mer lory minister William 
Waldegrave, bad been uncon- 


scious for 15 days after a sav- 
age attack allegedly carried out 
by Victor FarranL But Win- 
chester Crown Court was told 
yesterday that when her hus- 
band, Brett Fidler, called her 
at a rehabilitation clinic, she 
said: “You tried to kill me, 
didn't you?" 

Mr Farrant, 4K a former 
builder, denies attempting to 
murder Mrs Fidler, 45. who 
was working as a prostitute 
from her home in Eastleigh, 
Hampshire, in December 
1995. He also denies murder- 
ing his former girlfriend Glen- 
da Hoskins at her home in 
Portsmouth two weeks later. 

Mr Fidler, 31, a former gym 
owner, was cleared of suspi- 
cion for the attack on his wife 
after DNA tests linked blood 
found at the scene to Mr Far- 
rant. But yesterday, Richard 
Camden Ptall QC, for the de- 
fence, revealed details of the 
phone call to the Victoria 


House Rehabilitation Centre. 
“Do you remember her asking 
you ‘You tried to kill me didn't 
you’? And you replied ‘Yes, I 
did’.” he said. “Did you not 
say, ‘Yes, I did, look at the 
trouble you caused me " 

Mr Fidler said he did not 
recall such a reply but if he 
made it then “It would have 
been through shock" at being 
accused. “I definitely would 
not have said yes'. That is stu- 
pid," he said. 

The court was told that Mrs 
Fidler had been beaten about 
the head with three glass bot- 
tles and an iron and had had 
her face pushed through the 
toughened glass door of her 
cooker. She has recovered de- . 
spite having part of her brain 
removed, but she has no rec- 
ollection of the attack. The 
couple divorced in 1996. 

Asked about bis feelings to- 
wards her work as a prostitute, 
Mr Fidler replied: “We dis- 


cussed it on a small basis but 
not on a large basis. It was her 
business and I had to accept 
that.” Asked what services 
she performed apart from sex, 
he replied: “Bits and bobs. She 
whipped people and thm^hke 
that” 

Recalling the moment 
when be found his wife in the 
blood-spattered kitchen, Mr 
Fidler said: “There was no 
physical sign of anything apart 
from red. She bad a wide 
gash - like a second mouth - 
in her neck. I could not see any 
head injuries at an because her 
hair was just too matted with 
blood. I felt shock and disbe- 
lief. I could not comprehend 
how I felt. Actually finding that 
it was her, f felt sick, very sick. 
It was horrible. 

“You come to terms with it, 
but I will never get over it I 
still wake up swea ting every 
night, seeing her.” 

The trial continues. 



Victor Farrant: ‘Linked to crime scene by DNA’ 



Trial told how IRA 
bomb was primed 


Tfcaces of high explosive were 
found on a trailer abandoned by 
IRA terrorists shortly before 
they planted the Docklands 
lorry bomb, an Old Bailey court 
was told yesterday. 

The explosive - PETN - is 
used in detonator cord, John 
Bevan, QC, for the prosecution, 
said. He alleged IRA bombers 
chose a private spot on waste- 
land in Barking, east London - 
a half hour’s drive from Dock- 
lands -to make final prepara- 
tions for the blast, which 
claimed two lives. 

“No sensible terrorist would 
wish to drive a lorryload of 
home-made explosives from 
Belfast to London with the 
bomb primed,” Mr Bevan said. 

“One would pick a conve- 
nient place near the final des- 
tination to perform the 
important task of finking the 
time and power unit [timing de-^ 
vice] to the explosive,” qaidMr 
Bevan. “The waste&OTftoiffif 
be an ideal and .canvediebtf 
place.” When it reached Canary 
Wharf the clock would be set. 

Patrick McKinley, 34, from 
Newiy, and James McCartfie, 
29, from Crossmaglen, North-, 
era Ireland, deny conspiring to 
cause an explosion likely to 
endanger life or cause serious 
injury to property in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom or Ireland be- 
tween 30 October 1995 and 10 
February 1996. 

Mr McCardle aloae also de- 
nies murdering In am Bashir 


and John Jeffries, whose news- 
paper stand was destroyed, by 
the bomb on 9 February 1996. 

Mr Bevan alleged that im- 
portant evidence was found in 
ihe area where the trailer was 
abandoned. Swabs taken from 
the trailer showed the presence 
of PETN - a constituent of Sem- 
tex also used as an explosive fin- 
ing for detonator cord. 

“The presence of PETN on 
that trailer makes a clear and 
logical link to the bomb lorry,” 
mr Bevan said. “Tire bombers 
had two jobs to do - to take off 
the trailer and arm the bomb. 

“If they p re fiared the bomb 
first, dealing with the deto- 
nator cord, they got PETN on 
their hands or gloves and left it 
on the trailer, when they took 
the trailer off the lorry." 

Motorway video surveillance 
ras 
illy 

i . Itokmg yelm^ 

Tachographs recording the 
lorry’s progress on the two days 
leading up to the bomb were 
also found at Barking. It had 
travelled from Stranraer to 
Carlisle on. 7 JFebruaiy, Carlisle 
to South Mimms, Hertford- 
shire -stopping at a service sta- 
tion at Cannock, Staffordshire 
- on 8 February and from South 
Mimms to Barking and then 
South Quay, Docklands, on 9 
February, he said. ' 

The trial continues today. 
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My mother is beautiful at 66, artist tells world 


An artist yesterday displayed 
posters of her mother dressed 
only in underwear. David Lister , 
Arts News Editor, reports on a 
shock art exhibition designed to 
highlight ageism. 

It is a novel and aesthetic way of helping 
the aged. And it keeps it in the family. 

An aitist yesterday claimed that she was 

forcing people to confront ageism after 
placing five 6m by 3m poster hoardings 
featuring her 66-y ear-old mother in her 
underwear outside a busy Hibe station. 

Melanie Manchot said the imayc were 
quite shocking" to London commuters at 
fiist “'You can see them taking a second 
glance,” she said. The 31-year-old said her 
campaign is aimed at making people re- 
alise how artificial the stereotypical image 
of “near-naked busty blondes or super-slim 
12-year-oId-Iooking models" really is. 

The artist, who is German but lives with 
her partner and baby daughter in Water- 
loo, south London, said: “The common view 
of women is that they are eternally young 
and beautiful. The terrible thing is that once 
you get beyond a certain age you are invisible 
- the way we are now is so prejudiced against 
older people, and so narrow-minded 

“My mother is featured in five differ- 
ent poses. She looks totally natural and she 
is proud to be who she is. The images are 
beautiful and I hope everyone can see thaL" 

Ms Manchot's mother. Margaret, said 
she was happy to help her daughter get 
the message across. “I believe in her cause 
but I'm glad I live in Germany so nobody 
will recognise my pictures." 

Ms Manchot has been studying the rep- 
resentation of women through her art for 
several years and was driven to this display 
by the constant negative imagery of older 
people. The giant images outside South 
Kensington station in west London, are de- 
signed like an advertisement with a picture 
on one side and text on the other side. 

The script on the posters tells the pub- 




Family values: Melanie Manchot in front of the poster of her mother outside South Kensington station m London yesterday 


Photqgraph: Fiona Hanson 


lie that only five minutes walk away at the 
Blue Gallery, 93 Walton Street, there is 
a full exhibition of Ms Manchot's work - 
and “it includes a full-frontal picture of 
my mother as well”. 

Anne Peck, of the Association of 
Greater London Older Women, welcomed 


the posters. She said: “I hope they help to 
make eveiybody see ihni there is benefit and 
beauty at all ages. Many consider un wrin- 
kled bodies to be more beautiful than wrin- 
kled bodies - in fact there is far more 
character and expression in wrinkles." 

And Robert Stansfield, spokesman 


for pressure group Pensioners Voice, 
said: “Everything we see and read about 
is focused on people of below a certain 
age. Even Tbny Blair is guilty with his ‘Ed- 
ucation, education, education', 'Welfare 
to Work*, and “Young Britain’, state- 
ments ... A community cannot work suc- 


cessfully if there is not respect for all ages." 

A spokesperson fw the charity Age Con- 
cern England said: “We are constantly cam- 
paigning against negative ageist stereotypes. 
We welcome and commend any activities 
that promote positive images of older peo- 
ple in our youth-obsessed society.'' . 


Devotees come to rescue of favourite painting 


A chance encounter with an old favourite 
got the “Beauties of Bath" exhibition at 
Christie's, London, off to good start even 
before its formal opening last night. 

The exhibition is intended to draw 
attention to Bath's Holburne Museum - 
both to the treasures it contains and 
the fact that without a substantial 
injection of cash it may not survive in its 


elegant Georgian home for much longer. 

So organisers were delighted when 
two long-time fens of the Holburne noticed 
the display while visiting another exhibi- 
tion at the St James's auction house and 
offered to “adopt” the 1776 George Srubhs 
painting Reverend Robert Carter TheiwaU 
and his family (shown left). The adoptive 
parents, who did not wish to be identified. 


visited the Holburne together 38 years soon 
after getting married and have returned 
many times since - but were unaware of 
unending financial struggle. 

Rev Carter and his ladies are in seri- 
ous need of attention. In the 1770s Stubbs 
was experimenting with methods of paint- 
ing and for the Carter family used a thin 
delicate layer of pigment on unprepared 


panel. But it is peeling and the conserva- 
tion work to be paid for by the new bene- 
fector is likely to cost many times more than 
the £84 commission Stubbs received. 

The exhibition, which runs until 3 Feb- 
ruary, includes paintings by Gainsborough, 
Allan Ramsay and Angelica Kauffmann. 

— Stephen Goodwin, 
Heritage Correspondent 


Body art 
tests limits 
of taste 


A grotesque exhibition of human 
corpses Is Germany’s artistic event 
of the year. Imre Karnes reports on 
Mannheim^ “Bodyworids”. 


A sax-month old foetus, eyes half open, floats 
at the end of an umbilical cord out of an 
open womb. A tiptoeing male athlete 
stares straight ahead. A circle has been cut 
out of his forehead to offer a view of the 
brain. On the right side of his body, deep 
gashes expose the flesh. On the left, the 
scalpel has peeled away the skin, allowing 
the lung, the stomach, bones and tendons 
to hang out. 

Nothing is left to the imagination at the 
Museum of Technology in Mannheim, 
where 200 human bodies preserved in 
plastic and dissected in accordance with 
their creator's whim, have been stretching 
the boundaries of artistic freedom since Oc- 
tober. Condemned as “ imm oral” by the 
Christian churches and denounced by the 
local government, the show has, never the 
less, been a great success. 

Hardly anyone ever visited the turbines 
and steam engines that are on permanent 
display in a concrete-and-glass building at 
the edge of the south German city. But the 
“Runner", the “Transparent Body" and 
“Pregnant Woman” have attracted nearly 
a quarter of a million people to the ultimate 
voyeuristic experience. 

“But is it art?" ask the critics, “or mere- 
ly post-modernist entertainment in the 
worst possible taste". The answer, accord- 
ing to Gunther von Hagens, the creator, is 
neither. It’s all in the nam e of science. 

Seventeen years ago. Mr von Hagens left 
his job as anatomist, filled a garage in Hei- 
delbeig with fresh corpses, and got to work 
on his project to develop a novel technique 
for preserving human tissue. The “plasti- 
nation” process he perfected immerses Lhe 
body into ice-cold acetone in order to ex- 
pel water and fat, and then replaces soft tis- 
sue with tough silicone resin or plastic. 

The results are st unnin g. The “speci- 
mens” can be manipulated and frozen in 
motion choreographed tty Mr von Hagen. 
Like the inhabitants of Pompeii, the exhibits 
are thus captured in some mundane task: 
answering telephones, leaping through the 
air, or even giving birth. 

Immorality beckons, to Mr von Hagen 
as well as his subjects. On their way out of 
the museum, visitors can sign up for plas- 
tination. The ledger containing the names 
of volunteers is filling up fast. 
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Medical advances 
under threat from 
patients who sue 


'Mother sues over breast 
implants that left baby 
ill’ said the weekend 
headlines about a British 
case. But scientists and 
doctors from the US say 
fears of lawsuits are 
leading health companies 
to shy away from 
providing new, useful 
technologies. Who loses? 
You, the patient - 
especially if you are 
female. Charles Arthur, 
Science Editor, 
investigates. 


Surgically enhanced: Pamela Anderson Lee happily breast-fed her child despite fears over the effects of silicone implants Photograph: Gregg DeGuire 
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American scientists and doctors 
are worried that lawsuits over 
medical equipment are lulling 
off potentially useful technolo- 
gies in the US - and that the 
same trend could follow here. 

Their biggest objections are 
that the lawsuits, and sometimes 
derisions that follow, are based 
on “junk science” which does 
not stand up to scientific scruti- 
ny. Yet manufacturers fight shy 
of them because they don’t want 
to end up with huge legal bills. 

At risk, they say. are not just 
silicone breast implants, but 
also contraceptive pills, drugs 
for children, and even essential 
items such as pacemakers. 

“It’s a serious issue." said 
Cheston Berlin, a paediatri- 
cian at Penn State University's 
medical school, who complains 
that pharmaceuticals companies 
are so scared of lawsuits that 80 
percent of dru££ in the US don’t 
have any labelling advice for 
doctors on what dosage children 
should receive. The result: if 
anything goes wrong, the doc- 
tor gets sued. 

Elizabeth Connell, an emer- 
itus professor at Emrie Uni- 
versity school of medicine, said: 
“There is a frenzy of litigation 
in the US over medical issues. 
It’s the worst thing that’s ever 
happened in the history of med- 
icine for women in the US." 

As a result, she said: “We 
have lost intra-uterine [contra- 
ceptive] devices, almost lost 
breast implants, and compa- 
nies working on womens' re- 
productive health issues have 
dropped from 20 to three. There 
used to be 14 companies work- 
ing on female contraceptives: 
now there are just two." The re- 
duction is not caused by merg- 
ers or business failure: “They just 
shut down their whole repro- 
ductive health divisions and 
went into fields where there was 
less litigation.” 


Last weekend, many news- 
papers carried a story saying 
that Mary Bowler, from North 
Wblsham in Norfolk, had been 
granted legal aid to sue Dow 
Corning, which makes silicone - 
breast implants. Ms Bowler 
claims her baby Danielle was 
banned during the three days 
she was breast-fed because, Ms 
Bowler claims, the implants 
were deteriorating and leaked 
into the breast milk. 

However, contrary to there- - 
ports, the legal aid will only cov- 
er the cost of seeking expert 
opinion, to see whether “there 
are reasonable prospects of 
success" if the case goes ahead. 

ft is still a long way from the 
courts. According to some 
American scientists, it should 
never get there. Ms Bowler's so- 
licitor has declined to comment 
Dr Wendy Epstein, who has 
investigated the field of sflicone- 
related legal cases closely, says 
that large-scale epidemiological 
studies have always shown that 
there is no difference in the 
amount of autoimmune dis- 
ease in women with or without 
silicone implants, and “em- 
phatically'' no demonstrable 
effects on children of mothers 
with implants. Certainly, some 
mothers with implants have 
shown no worries about breast- 
feeding- the highest-profileof 
whom is probably the celebrity 
Pamela Anderson Lee, proud 
owner of both a breast-fed baby 
and a surgically-eohanced busL 
But a 1994 US study appar- . 
ently showed that four of 11 chil- 
dren breast-ted by mothers with ' 
implants had illness and low 
weight gam. Dr Epstein charges ?_• 
that the figures were distorted 
by only including ill children in ^ 
the studies only after identify- J 
ing them. That seriously distorts v. 
the statistics, and means they are; » 
not a useful guide to the effects ' 
- if any - of implants. 


Search for ice water on Moon 



The question of whether the Moon harbours huge reserves of 
ice water should be answered in about a month. The Lunar Projec- 
tor (pictured above in an artist’s impression) launched last week 
by the United States space agency Nasa, has started scouring the 
lunar surface for possible reserves of water which could prove 
invaluable for any future human Moon colonies. The four-foot 
robot explorer is orbiting the Moon 96 km above its surface. 

The search for water will be carried out by a neutron spec- 
trometer, which will search the surface for signs of hydrogen. 

“If water ice is present in the quantity some people have pre- 
dicted. we may know that in the first month of the mission," mis- 
sion manager Scott Hubbard said. 


Human cloning 
techniques in use 


Scientists investigating genetic 
problems are already experi- 
menting on adult human cells 
with techniques that could pave 
the way to human cloning, ac- 
cording to new reports. 

Experts in the field warned 
that while those people might 
not be interested in using their 
skills for cloning, others who fol- 
lowed them would - and that 
that would make the arrival of 
the first human clones 
inevitable. 

Following the heavily-hyped 
claims by Dr Richard Seed, a 
Chicagobased physicist, that he 
intends lo open a cloning clin- 
ic, American scientists have 
begun to reveal the parallel 
work they are doing which 
could one day lead to cloning. 

According to New Scientist 
magazine, a team led by Zev 
Rnseawaks at the Cornell Med- 
ical Center in New York, is al- 
ready transferring nuclei from 
cells with chromosomal damage 
into healthy egg cells to see how 
they develop. 

“If the real problem lies 


outside the nucleus, we might 
be able to fix those defects." he 
told the magazine. Mr Rosen- 
waks said the same technique 
could be used to grow eggs in 
culture for women with dam- 
aged ovaries. 

DoDy the sheep, the first 
doned adult mammal, was pro- 
duced at the Ro5lin Institute 
near Edinburgh by taking the 
nucleus from a healthy cell and 
transplanting it into an egg cell 
which had had its nudeus re- 
moved. 

The Cornell team’s work is 
a variation on that, and reflects 
a possible useful applications of 
cloning mentioned by Ruth 
Decch, head of the UK Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority fHFEA) to Parlia- 
ment last year. 

Don Wolf, of the Oregon 
Regional Primate Centre in 
Beaverton, commented: “1 un- 
derstand there’s already a bit of 
a race among cutring edge FVF 
clinics to get into this technol- 
ogy." 

— Charles Arthur 
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Castro makes political capital out of Pope’s Havana visit 


Pope John Paul II visits 
communist Cuba next week, the 
only Latin American country he 
has never been to. PhU Davison, 
Latin America Correspondent, 
looks at the welcome he can 
expect and what Cubans want 
from him 


Believers or no, Cubans were glued to their 
television sets on Tbesday night to see an 
unusual sight: the island’s Roman Catholic 
Cardinal delivering a speech about human 
rights and liberty. 

President Fidel Castro had allowed Car- 
dinal Jaime Ortega to broadcast to the na- 
tion in advance of the Pbpe’s visit here 
between 21 and 25 January. It was the first 
time a churchman bad been given air time 
since Mr Castro declared Cuba a com- 
munist and atheist state shortly after his 
1959 revolution. 

Cardinal Ortega did not push his luck. 
Referring to the Pope’s role in the East- 
ern Europe of the Eighties, he described 
him as a patriot rather than an anti-com- 
munist and painted a rather abstract pic- 
ture of the pontiff's idea of human rights 
and liberty. The new chumminess be- 
tween Mr Castro and the Church emerged 
unscathed. 

Bath sides are bending over backwards 
to make the Pope’s visit a success and onfy 
the 77-year-old pontiff's frail health, visi- 
ble when be stumbled during a baptismal 
service in the Sistine Chapel last weekend, 
is seen as a potential disruption after a 
long trans-Atlantic flight into Cuba's trop- 
ical beat. 

Both sides have also played down any 
political motive for the trip. After 38 
years in power, the shrewd Mr Castro clear- 
ly sees the Pope more of a potential ally - 
particularly by attacking the three-decade 
old US embargo on the island - than a po- 



Icons: The Pope aims to consolidate Cuba’s resurgent Catholicism. But the image of Che Guevara is also getting a fresh coat of paint Photographs: Reuters 


tentiai threat to his survival by stirring up dation last month found a hidden micro- resurgence of Catholic identity in Cuba af- closed down and Catholics discriminated 
the masses. phone, presumably planted by Cuban ler almost four decades when Christian!- against. 

Even what might have been blown state security agents. A mild protest was ty was taboo on the communist island. Since the end of the Cold war, bowev- 

into a major diplomatic incident was made but there was little sense of outrage After Mr Castro declared Cuba atheist in er, the Cuban leader has given the Church 

played down by the Vatican. Vatican offi- or even surprise. 1962, hundreds of priests, many of them more scope, allowing open worship. His 

rials checking out the pontiff's accommo- The Pope's aim is to consolidate the Spanish, were expelled, churches were critics respond that be is using the Catholic 


Church to balance an upsurge in Protes- 
tantism. There are now more than 50 
Protestant dominations in Cuba, with 900 
individual churches and at least 3,000 
casus culto, or private bouses, where prayer 
services are held. 

Cuba is also pervaded by Afro-Cuban 
creeds such as Santeria and Abakua, sim- 
ilar to Haiti's voodoo, brought to the island 
by African slaves and gradually blended 
with elements of Catholicism. Many 
Catholics believe in or practise elements 
of these creeds. Leaders of the Afro-Cuban 
religions have complained at being excluded 
from the Pontiffs planned meetings with 
Protestant and Jewish leaders next week. 

Acutely aware of the deep-rooted and 
widespread influence of the Afro-Cuban 
creeds, particularly among black Cubans 
who were the backbone of his stand against 
the wealthy iSlite, Mr Castro smiled on them 
after bis revolution. But Catholic priests 
in Havana predict the Pope may make at 
least a veiled criticism of these creeds 
while in Cuba, encouraging their practi- 
tioners to integrate fully into the Catholic 
church. 

Meanwhile, the Pope’s visit has split the 
exiled Cuban community, mostly in the Mi- 
ami area. The archdiocese of Miami, 
which organised a 1 ^00-passenger cruis- 
er liner to sail from Miami to Havana to 
see the Pope and had permission from both 
the US and Cuba, was forced to cancel af- 
ter heavy criticism from anti-Castro radi- 
cals. The latter have always insisted that 
no Cuban exile should return while Mr Cas- 
tro is still in power. 

One anti-Castro group, the Democra- 
cy Movement, says it will set sail in a “prayer 
flotilla" towards Cuba during the Pope’s 
visit despite US State Department warn- 
ings to stay away from Cuban waters. 
“The US and Cuba should read the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which they sigoed, and which gives the right 
to enter our waters and our territory,” said 
Democracy Movement leader Ramon Sal 
Sanchez. 
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14/EUROPEAN NEWS 


Strain starts to show in 
Labour’s EU honeymoon 


Europe's honeymoon with Labour 
began showing the first signs of 
strain yesterday amid warnings 
that slick PR and smooth words 
are no longer enough. Kotberine 
Butler reports from Strasbourg* 


Unveiling plans for Britain's six-month EU 
presidency to Lhe European Parliament yes- 
terday, Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
repeated the Government's aim of "re- 
connecting" Europe to the people. Labour 
would try to build in Britain "a national con- 
sensus" after ycarc of Tory hostility he 
pledged. 

Mr Cook was left in no doubi during the 
debate which followed, however, of the 
deep sense of disappointment at Labour s 
decision to keep Britain out of the project 
which will have more impact than any oth- 
er on its people: the single currency. 

And despite a general acknowledgement 
that the Blair government has transformed 


the atmosphere in relations between Britain 
and Europe, MEPs demanded that it now 
begin to deliver, to turn good intentions into 
concrete results, in particular on monetary 
union. 

Betraying some irritation at new 
Labour's apparent emphasis on style over 
substance where Europe is concerned, 
the Liberal leader in the Strasbourg Par- 
liament sniped that few presidencies had 
enjoyed such goodwill on taking office “and 
few have engaged in such a vast public re- 
lations exercise to generate it". 

Gijs De Vries said it was •‘regrettable" 
that the British government had act been 
prepared to state “unambiguously and ir- 
revocably" if and when the UK will join the 
single currency. 

“The presidency will thus enter these 
crucial negotiations with one hand tied firm- 
ly behind its back. Tony Blair wants to lead 
in Europe - but Britain cannot expect to 
lead from the sidelines,” Mr De Vries told 
the chamber. 

The Christian Democrat leader. Wflfried 


Martens, a former Belgian prime minister, 
also regretted the UK's self-imposed dis- 
qualification from the first wave of EMU 
and warned that “a heavy responsibility" 
would be placed on Britain to win over pub- 
lic acceptance for the single currency. 

To raised eyebrows from Mr Cook, the 
Strasbourg assembly's Green leader, Clau- 
dia Roth, said the Blair government ap- 
peared to be conducting a “rock and roll 
presidency" while the SNP's Winnie Ew- 
ing speaking on behalf of deputies in the 
European Radical group said it reminded 
her more of **a slow foxtrot" with foot drag- 
ging on the single currency'. 

The Foreign Secretaiy said Britain's pri- 
orities would be on jobs, crime and the en- 
vironment but moved to allay fears on 
Britain’s role in the negotiations on mon- 
etary union. “We will discharge this re- 
sponsibility to the best of our abilities fully 
and scrupulously in a way that shows Eu- 
rope’s constructive approach at is best. We 
want Economic and Monetary Union to be 
a success" he said. 


Firm point: Gianfranco DeJP Alba (left), radical Italian MSP. and Reuters 

news conference yesterday, where he denounced the soft drugs ban which benefits M 
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Neo-Nazi 
ejected from 
inquiry 


Croats sweep 
back with 


a vengeance 


A parliamentary inquiry into the 
German army’s links with neo- 
Nazis was plunged into farce 
yesterday when the key player 
showed up uninvited and was 
ejected from the premises. 

Manfr ed Roeder, the con- 
victed neo-Nazi terrorist who is 
at the centre of the scandal was 
told he would not be called as 
a witness. “We will not provide 
extremists with a forum." de- 
clared the Social Democrat MP, 
Walter Kolbcw. 

Yesterday was the first, 
dosed, meeting of the commit- 
tee, convened at the end of last 
year after a spate of embar- 
rassing revelations. Roederis 
appearance by invitalioD at Ger- 
many’s most prestigious military 
academy in 1995 and alleged 
links to the top brass head the 
list of “isolated incidents" in- 
volving the army and neo-Nazis. 

Roeder had received mater- 
ial help from the army, includ- 
ing three vehides, for his 
“charitable work" in East Prus- 
sia ~ he planned to repopulate 
former East Prussia with ethnic 
Germans from other parts of the 
fonner-USSR. The vehides nev- 
er reached their stated destina- 
tion; Roeder sold them. 

In an internal investigation, 
the defence ministry referred to 
the Roeder affair as a “striking 
mistake". 

— /mre Karats, Bonn 


History goes into reverse today, 
when Croatian authority is 
reimposed in an area of Croa- 
tia which just a few years ago 
many Serbs assumed would be- 
long to them for the rest of time. 

In November 1991, the siege 
and destruction of Vukovar 
symbolised the horror of the 
first war in Europe since 1945. 
The Yugoslav army shelled the 
town into ruins. 

The inhabitants crawled 
from the cellars to find them- 
selves at the heart of a Serb-oc- 
cupied eastern Croatia. 

But this has been yet anoth- 
er defeat for Slobodan Milose- 
vic. the Serbian leader who 
remains in power despite haring 
lost everything that his army 
fought for. In 1995, the Croat- 
ian army re-occupied a large area 
of southern Croatia where Serbs 
had been living for hundreds of 
years. In the two years that fol- 
lowed, CroariagraduaUy.under 
the eye of the UN, re-established 
control over eastern Slavonia. 

But the reintegration in Croa- 
tia has several times been post- 
poned. The UN has insisted on 
guarantees that Serbs wffl not suf- 
fer when Croats move back in. . 
But there are many who thirst for 
revenge. Serbs, too, are ready to 
hit back. Graffiti onhouses de- 
clare: “[Serb nationalists], do 
not fear: we are staying here.” 

— Steve Crawshaw 


US ‘sorry’ for junta support 


Seeking to free Greek relations with Washington from becom- 
ing “hostages to history," the US ambassador to Athens yester- 
day apologised for America’s unwillingness to strongly oppose - 
Greece’s 1967-74 military dictatorship. 

The comments by Nicholas Bums were clearly aimed at es- 
tablishing a fresh outlook toward the United States, which is tak- 
ing a higher profile in efforts to ease disputes in the region. 

AmoDg the chief Greek criticisms of US polity was Ameri- 
ca’s weak response to the junta, which many Greeks perceived 
as tacit support for the regime. — AP, Athens 


The sock that stops 
your feet smelling 


There are some inventions 
which transform human exis- 
tence as it has hitherto been 
lived or endured. Tb the aircraft, 
the computer and the nose-hair 
clipper must now be added 
I socks-which-don’t-smell. 

TWo French clothes manu- 
facturers have begun - with 
mixed success - to market 
socks, underclothes and sports- 
wear treated with chemicals 
which kfll the hacteria generated 
by human sweat 

A third company has pro- 
duced another twist on the 
same idea, knickers and bras- 
sieres which do smell but sweet- 
ly - of pink grapefruit, 
water-melon and spices. 

According to one of the 
largest French market-research 
companies, Cofremca, con- 
sumers in France and else- 
where are increasi ngl y 
preoccupied with smells and 
how to avoid them. The firm 
predicts a rapidly expanding 
market for “bio- active" gar- 
ments, an idea first developed 
in Japan. 

It appears that human sweat 
is not, in itself, smelly. It is only 
when broken down bv bacteria 
that it begins to make its pres- 
ence known. The smell-resistant 


socks and knickers, on sale in 
France since last summer, are 
made from fibres impregnated 
with chemicals which keep bac- 
teria below a nasally critical 
leveL According to their man- 
ufacturers, the efficacy of the 
garments increases, not de- 
creases, every time they are 

washed. . . 

The head of one of the com- 
panies, Jean Fournier, of Mall- 
fix, say that sales are good and 
market research suggests that 
there is a “latent demand” for . 
products of this kind. But re- 
tailers remain cautious, re- 
porting that the increased cost 
of the non-smelly clothes - up 
to 40 per cent extra - puts off 
some consumers. 

A collection of pre-$cented 
undergarments produced by 
Neyret- claimed asa first --will 
be only 10 per cent more ex- 
pensive than usual. The clothes 
are dotted with tiny embroi- 
dered roses which contain 
micro-capsules of scent. As the 
clothes nib against the body, the 
pleasant odour is released in 
subliminal doses. 

The new line will be re- : 
leased just before St Wen-, 
tine’s Day on 14 February. 

— John Lichfield, Paris 
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16/DESPATCHES 




How a meeting with British troops led to Siberian hell 




Cold comfort: Anatoly Shandalov felt warmer in 1952 the barracks of a Siberian labour camp than in his unheated flat in Haifa in Israel Photograph: Rex Features 
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In 1945 Anatoly 
Shandalov, a 16 -year-old 
Russian Jew with a liking 
for English literature, 
became friendly with 
two British sergeants in 
Lvov. Five years later he 

was arrested, tortured 

and sentenced to 25 
years in prison. Our 
correspondent reports 
from Jerusalem on Mr 
Shan dal oVs long search 
for the two soldiers who 
changed his life. 


In May 1945 Anatoly Sban- 
dalov, a 16-year-old Jew who 
bad returned to Lvov in West- 
ern Ukraine on the heels of the 
retreating German army, met 
two sergeants named Frederick 
Grace and James Logie from a 
British military mission as he 
walked along the street- 

interested in English litera- 
ture and wanting to improve his 
English he went back to their 
hotel. In the course of several 
meetings they talked about the 
war and celebrated the defeat 
of Germany together. 

Mr Shandalov recalls: "On 
parting they left me a note: TVe, 
two En glishm en, are very glad 
to have met you. We hope that 
our friendship will be everlast- 


BY PATRICK 
COCKBURN 


mg. Long live Churchill! Long 
live Marshal Stalin!’ * 

At the time the meeting did 
not seem dangerous to Mr 
Shandalov. It was the high 
point of the wartime alliance be- 
tween the Soviet Union and the 
West. Sitting in his small flat in 
Haifa, speaking near perfect, 
but slig htly literary En glish, he 
says: “It never occurred to me, 
a naive youth, that a contact 
with allies migh t be considered 
a crime by the Soviet state se- 
curity.'’ After meeting the sol- 
diers he resolved to study 
English, entered Lvov Univer- 
sity and was writing his diplo- 
ma essay on George Bernard 
Shaw’s play The Chocolate Sol- 
diervihen he was arrested by the 
MVD security police in 1950. 

During his first interrogation 
Mr Shandalov was accused of 
being a British agent. He says 
the investigator alleged he was 
recruited by the British SIS to 
serve as a spy. “I got paid for 
the service with whiskey, ciga- 
rettes and chocolates." He had 
also, according to testimony of 


a hotel cLw — 

popped ODb S= - 
tion with Sgts Logie andtoc. 
-slandered Sovfctnahtyinw 

..lire with the British ndhtaiy 
missi on”. 

After months of 
aca, sleep deprivation and beat- 
£gs, Mr Shandalov was 
sentenced to 25 yearn 
and five years loss of avd lib- 
erties. Stalin died in 1953 but he 
was only released in i? 5 *; a g 

ex-prisoner he found it difficult 

to get a job. In 1990 he and his 

wife, with $150 between them, 
emigrated to Israel- 

But for years Mr Shandalc^ 
had wanted to trace Frederick 
Grace and James Lqgie, the un- 
witting cause of his troubles. He 
had heard nothing from them 
after 1945. He wrote to them, 
but his letters were never an- 
swered. He says: “In all prob- 
ability they were intercepted." 
After he reached Israel he 
wrote to the BBC World Ser- 
vice, Missing Persons Helpline 
an d the Ministry of Defence. 
None was able to help. 

In July, The Independent 
published part of Mr Shan- 
dalov’s story and he was disap- 
pointed when there was no 
response. Then in October 
Agnes White, from West Dray- 
ton, wrote to say that she was 
the daughter of James Logie 
whom she confirmed was part 
of the British military mission 
in Moscow. She had received a 
clipping about Mr Shandalov 
from a relative in Oslo. Her fa- 
ther had died of cancer in 1983, 
but had served as a soldier in 
Germany and Hong Kong. 

It remains unclear what Sgt 
Logie and Sgt Grace were doing 
in Lvov in 1945. Even at the 
height of the wartime alliance 
the Soviet Union treated allied 
missi ons in .Moscow as tem- 
porarily licensed spies. 

Mrs White says her father 
would never reveal much about 
what he was doing in the Sovi- 
et Union though be did volun- 
teer that “the Russians were 
treating the Germans much as 
the Germans had treated the 
Russians". 

He had not mentioned to his 
family his encounter with a 
; young Russan in a hotel in Lvov, 
when they had drunk vodka to- 
gether and sung Noel Coward 
songs to celebrate VE Day. 

Nevertheless, Mr Shandalov 
feels that he has never escaped 
the consequences of that brief 
.meeting. By the time he 
reached Haifa in Israel he was 
too old to find a job. 

Sitting in his unheated room 
he says he caught himsdf “in an 
ironical thought, that then, in 
remote 1952, in the barracks of 
the Siberian labour camp, I felt 
myself .warmer and more - 
comfortable” 
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Savage Earth from Warner Vision 
Video is Granada TVs critically 
aedairmd natural disaster 
documentary series. 

The video comprises of four 
episodes. HeJIS Crust, Restless 
Phnet, Out of the Inferno and 
Waves of Destruction cover 
three and a half hours of 
astOf&htng footage in one video. 

FBmed fn China, Columbia, Mexico, 
Japan. New Zealand, The 
Philippines, Italy. India. Iceland and 
USA Savage Earth feature; the 
eruption of Mount St Helen, 
earthquake destruction In 
California and Japan, the 
unpredictable moods of volcanoes 
and die havoc caused by the 
tsunami waves around the Pacific. 


- ' Earth ddHfoily combines the 
8Xorao,ld,na, Y power and images of 

strange and tranquil beauty with 
lmTOWin ? eye-witness accounts 
and moving personal testimonies 
the result being both educational 
and hair-raising! 

We have forty Savage Earth videos 
to wm, bo enter this competition, 
simply dial die number below, 
* nswer *e following question on 
Gne and leave your name and foil 
address: 
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SA urges help 
for Rwanda 

South Africa, breaking from its 
cautious diplomacy on the trou- 
bled Great Lakes region, yes- 
terday denounced a guerrilla 
campaign being waged by Hutu 
rebels and urged the interna- 
tional community to act Con- 
demning the slaughter of nine 
Roman Catholic nuns at a con- 
vent in Rwanda’s north-west by 
Hutu rebels earlier this month. 
South Africa’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs said in a state- 
ment the Tutsi-led Kigali gov- 
ernment should be supported. 

— Reuters, Johannesburg 


Safeguard for 
Antarctic 

A 50-year moratorium on min- 
ing and oil exploration in the 
Antarctic took effect yesterday 
with environmentalists hailing 
it as the most advanced step yet 
towards protecting the planet. 

It took the governments of 
the 2 6 countries that adopted 
the protocol in Madrid in 1991 
more than six years individu- 
ally to ratify the ban. Japan last 
month was the final signatory 
to approve it, clearing the way 
for implementation. 

— Reuters, Madrid 


Unesco bid to 
help Bolshoi 

Unesco. the UN agency for arts 
and culture, said yesterday that 
it would launch a fund-raising 
drive to rake £2 15m to renovate 
Moscow’s Bolshoi Theatre. 

Unesco said two Bolshoi di- 
rectors would meet its officials 
this week to discuss the work 


Algeria rejects EU 
terrorism mission 




Mm 
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Big freeze: A worker clears ice from a shelter in Montreal, where most businesses remained closed on Tuesday 
of the danger of falling ice. About 600,000 homes across southern Quebec are still without power Photograph: Reuters 

Troops help in Canada storm clear-up 


In Canada's largesi-ever peacetime army 
operation, thousands of soldiers were yes- 
terday deployed throughout the area bat- 
tered by last week’s ice storm. 

“They have become peace agents." 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien said on 
TUcsday, during a tour of the so-called Black- 
out Triangle area south of Montreal, where 
power to 1 million people is not expected 
to be restored for one to two more weeks. 

About 600,000 homes across southern 
Quebec and 65,000 in eastern Ontario re- 
mained without power yesterday, nine 
days after the most destructive ice storm 
ever in Canada began pounding the region. 

The provincial power company. Hydro- 


Quebec, warned customers throughout the 
stricken region that it planned rotating black- 
outs of up to six hours in areas with power 
in order to ease pressure on its system. 

“We are in a crisis situation," said Elias 
Ghannoum. a Hydro-Quebec transmission- 
line specialist “If everybody were to take 
all the power they needed, we would over- 
load the lines and cut off everybody." 

Though power has been restored to most 
households in Montreal more than 400,000 
homes in about 100 towns to Lhe south and 
east are expected to remain without elec- 
tricity for one to two weeks while the t rans- 
mission lines are repaired. 

With night-time temperatures forecast 


to fall to -18C, officials have been plead- 
ing with families in the Blackout Triangle 
to find warmer quarters, either in com- 
munity shelters or at private homes in ar- 
eas with power. Police and soldiers were 
instructed to check on residents and urge 
those in danger to evacuate. 

More than 1 2,000 soldiers have been de- 
ployed to help with tree-clearing and re- 
lief operations in the stricken areas. Their 
duties include providing security in evac- 
uated neighbourhoods. 

The storm and subsequent power cuts 
have been blamed for 16 deaths in eastern 
Ontario and southern Quebec. 

— AR Montreal 


Algeria yesterday delivered a 
stinging rebuff to the European 
Union, rejecting a proposed visit 
by European officials which it had 
earlier seemed ready to accept. 
Rupert Cornwell reports on a 
change of mind which further 
reduces die prospects of outside 
help in ending the country’s 
savage civil war. 


Only 24 hours earlier it seemed the diplo- 
matic impasse had been broken. Appalled 
and horrified by a conflict which had 
claimed up to 1,700 lives in the past fort- 
night alone, the European Union on Tues- 
day agreed to despatch lhe political 
directors of the Luxembourg, British and 
Austrian foreign minis tries to discuss the 
war, seemingly assured of a go-ahead from 
Algiers. 

Yesterday, however, the plan came to 
nought. Ahmed Attaf, the Algerian Foreign 
Minister, told a hastily convened news con- 
ference that the EU “troika" visit was “in- 
appropriate", claiming its level was too low, 
and that the European countries had giv- 
en no assurance they would join in com- 
bating the Islamic “terrorism" which the 
military regime insists is exclusively re- 
sponsible for the slaughter. “The delega- 
tion is not coming," Mr Attaf said. 

In an initial reaction, the British EU 
Presidency declared it was “surprised and 
disappointed" at the refusal. But. Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook added, the level of 
the delegation should not be a sticking point 
and a full-scale ministerial mission could 
still be arranged. 

Europe remained “determined to en- 
gage Algeria in dialogue" over the civil war, 
which has claimed about 75,000 lives since 
it began in 1992 - and whatever happens, 
the crisis will be high on the agenda of the 


nexi EU foreign m ini sters’ meeting on 26 
January, which had hoped to hear a report 
from the three political directors. 

But there was no disguising the shock 
in Brussels and London over what has hap- 
pened. Though contacts are continuing, and 
the British ambassador in Algiers has sep- 
arately requested to visit the scenes of re- 
cent massacres in the west of the country, 
the Europeans appear once again to have 
underestimated the pride and prickliness 
of the Algerians. 

“What is on offer today is an EU dele- 
gation made up of foreign ministry direc- 
tors," Mr Attaf explained, while Algeria was 
being asked to provide ministers for them 
to meet. This was “not appropriate" to the 
important matters that could have been dis- 
cussed. 

He accused European governments of 
backtracking on “a commitment" to help 
combat terrorism. There had been “reser- 
vations and hesitations" on this point, 
“far from what we wish". In fact, what Al- 
geria demands is a crackdown by EU 
states on Islamic fundamentalists in exile. 

France, the former colonial power, is re- 
luctant to take that step for fear of radi- 
calising its large immigrant Algerian 
community. 

To underline their displeasure, the Al- 
gerian authorities have arrested a senior 
leader of the banned Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) 48 hours after the publication of in- 
terviews with him in two French newspapers. 

Abdelkader Hachani, r ankin g thin! in 
the FIS hierarchy, bad been freed in July 
after five years in jail, a move which 
seemed to signal Lhe willingness of the 
regime to hold talks with the rebels. With 
the two top figures in the parly already im- 
prisoned. it was Mr Hachani who led the 
ns to an overwhelming victory in the first 
round of general elections in late 1991. 
Their subsequent cancellation detonated 
the war which has continued, ever blood- 
ier, to this day. 


year-old building. 142 ‘ Net snared US sailor 


Moscow goes 
to Grozny 

Senior Russian officials held ne- 
gotiations with Chechen leader 
Shamil Basayev yesterday, two 
days after Russia’s chief pros- 
ecutor said he still viewed Mr 
Basayev as a wanted criminal 
A high-level delegation trav- 
elled from Moscow to the 
Chechen capital Grozny Jot 
the closed-door talks with Mr 
Basayev, who is for ming a new 
government, and Chechen Pres- 
ident Aslan Maskhadov, Russ- 
ian news agencies said. 

— Reuters, Moscow 


Hindu Ganges 
gathering 

Thousands of Hindu pilgrims 
gathered on the banks of the 
Ganges as morning broke in the 
holy city of Hardwar yesterday. 

Chanting hymns and praying, 
men, women and children 
stepped down into the chilly wa- 
ters lo deanse themselves of sin 
as the last Kumbh Mela festival 
of this century got underway. 


in ‘gay sacking’ row 


An allegedly gay sailor is chal- 
lenging his discharge from the 
US Navy, claiming that the 
Navy and a major Internet ser- 
vice provider breached his right 
to privacy. 

The case of Senior Petty 
Officer Timothy McVeigh 
brings together the fear of many 
Americans about confidential- 
ity on the Internet and current 
concerns about sex and disci- 
pline in the US military, but it 
also calls into question the ef- 
fectiveness of the “don’t ask. 
don’t tell" polity on gays in the 
militar y introduced by President 
Clinton soon after be took 
office in 1993. 

Under that provision, gays 
were able to serve in the US 
aimed forces legally for the first 
time and officers were not per- 
mitted to ask them about their 
sexuality. 

The compromise - strongly 
criticised by gay campaigners at 
the time -was that gays should 
not be open about their homo- 
sexuality. Mr McVeigh denies 
that he violated this code and 
c laims that the Navy discovered 
that he was gay only from read- 
ing his subscriber profile on the 


Internet The biographical pro- 
file. compiled voluntarily by- 
subscribers to Lhe dominant 
Internet service provider in the 
US, America Online (AOL) - 
may be viewed by other users. 
Mr McVeigh says that he did 
compile a profile - in fact he 
says, he compiled five of them, 
only one of which mentioned 
the word “gay”. 

In a US television interview 
yesterday, he claimed that the 
Navy' had obtained the infor- 
mation by calling AOL to ver- 
ify bis service record. The 
investigator was referred to the 
biographical profile which con- 
tained the word “gay”. The 
Navy will not confirm this, but 
has confirmed the reason for Mr 
McVeigh's discharge. 

Mr McVeigh, who is con- 
sidering legal action, is due to 
leave at the end of the week with 
an honourable discharge. This 
qualifies him for veteran's med- 
ical benefits and an involuntary 
severance payment, but no pen- 
sion. A Pentagon spokesman 
said that there were no plans io 
review Mr McVeigh's discharge. 

— Mary Dejevsky, 
Washington 
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PURE CASHMERE 
SCARVES. PURE LUXURY 
Only £29.95 (inc p&p) 

These beaoti/uOy soft. 100* cashmere scarves are the ultimate 
luxury item and we are delighted to offer them to independent 
readers at an exceptionally low price. They will make a great gin 
fora loved one or a treat for yourself! 

The cashmere goat lives high up in some of die coldest and least 
accessible areas of the world. b» order to keep wamiipws a 
very fine, soft. underfaair and it is this dehKUeafld 
which has become so coveted and sought after. Cashmere is 
superbly soft and comfy to wear next to the skin. 

The fringed scarves, suitable for men a^ women^^re a gen- 
erous 12" x 51" and are available m a choice of five stylish 

colours: Camel. Navy. White. Black or Red. cashnwe Woi a £ 29 # each 

On offer for just £29.95. die scarves are J j colour camel j navy | wrmt. j ■>*-**- ~ ■ e ™ ~ 

tremendous value. j QTY ! I I 1 

I I enclose a ciohkI cheque for £ raddrevsoBtoAtnwdcp-yaWein- 

HOW TO ORDER : j newspaper publishing ondo^i or 

Fill in the coopon and send together with cheque j drtii my kfaawdW h My 

or postal oider/s. NO CASH PLEASE to: ] j | | [ | 

the INDEPENDENT j 

CASHMERE SCARF OFFER r ExjwyDa* 1 Sipmwr — — — 

(XND069),PO B05C322 j NAM£ 

CHATHAM, KENT ME4 4FE j 

ft>r M^tenanJ/Ylsa aiders, telephone 01634 [ 

296005 (24 hours a day. 7 days a wedrt. i — - — * — 

Telephone 01634 296005 for all enquiries. J OJe 
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FREE DISHWASHER choose from 

WORTH £599.00 RRP 


HE ADO/ 1 ( j OR THE S445C 
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ADDRESS. 


Signature. 


Telephone 01634 296005 for all enquiries- ■ p*, OJe 

VfedeUverm^inRjeUK^e j — 

^.SwfwhhTn 7 daysfor refund iftot com- 1 ■* ** * □ 
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When yOU buy from Magnet, you can be sure that you get 
a beautiful kitchen designed to meet your every need. You can also be sure that its built to take 
everything life can throw at it. Right now in the Magnet January Sale, all cabinets in over 
50 kitchen and bedroom ranges have been reduced, roost by 50%, and there are some 

great offers on ^and Whirlpool appliances too. & 

Visit your local Magnet showroom today to take advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 

Magnet 

li^ifu BUILT FOR LIFE 

for your nearest showroom and opening hours call 0800 192 192 

■ >p> nnij Ki'iii ' M.iii.Lr !*• Sjiiifdjy 'UHiam-S ix'pnv Selected bnnchc* vpen until U.OOpm on Thursday and JO.OUam-'l.flOpm on Sunday 
I jj.i- ,ir. "11 ,hji|jr.l hciwern J-lrh November and 2Sih December. tKilchen purchases excluding installation. 
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Red Indian raider 
lights a fire under 
the Marlboro Man 


American consumers are 
suckers for anything with 
“pure” on the label if 
they think it spells 
healthy. But would they 
really fall for the same 
trick with cigarettes? You 
bet, says David Usbome. 


The Marlboro Man may be 
under siege in the courts and in 
Washington, but there is an 
unlikely bright spot for the be- 
leaguered American tobacco 
industry. It is the growing mar- 
ket for so-called all-natural, 
no-additive cigarettes. 

This unlikely path into the 
nation's lungs bas been blazed 
by a fringe New Mexico brand 
called “Natural American Spir- 
it”. While puny in national 
sales terms, its chemical-free cig- 
arettes have become de rigueur 
for the cool-conscious young, 
from models to members of the 
scruff-rock set 

Sold in soft-packs with Amer- 
ican Indian imagery, including an 
Indian chief with feathered 
head-dress drawing on a pipe. 
“American Spirit" are burned by 
the likes of Hollywood star John 
Cusack and model-turned film 
actor. Mark Wahl berg. Sales 
have been growing at up to 95 
per cent a year. 

And now the big boys are 
raking notice. In a move that riv- 
eted the whole of the industry, 
RJ. Reynolds last year rein- 
vented their Winston cigarettes 
by reducing their content to to- 
bacco only (leaving aside the 
sodium-soaked paper). Philip 
Morris may soon follow suiL 

Accompanying the new 
Winstons has been an adver- 
tising campaign larger and more 
expensive than any previously 


attempted by RJR. All the 
spots cany variations of the 
same basic message: real peo- 
ple prefer real cigarettes. “No 
Bull," the billboards scream. 
Other tag lines have included, 
“I get enough bull at work. 1 
don't need to smoke it". 

The bull, by the way, are the 
some 599 different cigarette 
additives that the manufactur- 
ers have recently been forced by 
the courts for the first time to 
make public. They range from 
flavourings like cinnamon, 
chocolate and liquorice to more 
noxious-sounding substances 
like ammonia and freon. 

The early signs are that the 
ploy is wodringfbr RJ. Reynolds. 
After losing market-share con- 


BUT HOW DO 
THEY TASTE? 


On the pleasure-meter, the 
American Spirit regular 
filter cigarette does fine. 
This is a cigarette with a 
definite bouquet of. well, 
tobacco. Missing is the slight 
sweet tinge found at the 
tongue tip after a Marlboro 
regular. No liquorice or 
cocoa in this smoke. 

The American Spirit 
bums a little differently. It 
may be fractionally harder 
to draw on than a Marlboro 
and leave it burning on the 
ashtray and the ash grows 
longer and longer without 
ever dropping off. 

Does this smoker feel a 
rush of heakh-consdous 
righteousness from taking a 
smoke that advertises itself 
as all- natural? Not quite. So 
far there is no sign of my 
winter-long cough abating. 

— DU 


sistently over several years lo 
Marlboro. Winston is gaining 
ground a gain. In the first quar- 
ter that the new Winstons were 
available, their market share 
rose from 5.4 to 5.8 per cent. 

Unsurprisingly, foes of to- 
bacco are alarmed- A coalition 
of health groups, including the 
Heart and Lung Association, 
has even petitioned (he gov- 
ernment to force Winston lo 
drop its no-bull campaign. 

“You do have to be con- 
cerned,” commented Martin 
Feldman, a tobacco analyst at 
Smith Barney in New York that 
has been tracking the sales re- 
covery of Winston. “The pub- 
lic has to be aware that this 
product is no healthier than an 
ordinary American blend ciga- 
rette with all the additives." 

Feldman underlines that the 
statistics on mortality rates 
among smokers are no differ- 
ent between the UK and the 
US. And yet roost smokers in 
Britain, if they are buying main- 
stream brands tike Silk Cut, are 
already getting a Virginia blend 
more or less devoid of additives. 

In fact, neither RJR nor 
American Spirit make explicit 
health claims about their all-to- 
bacco cigarettes. But the public 
may still be being duped. A 
favourite retail outlet for Amer- 
ican Spirit cigarettes, for in- 
stance, is health food chains 
whose very existence is premised 
on healthier consumption. 

In Barclay-Rex. a swank to- 
bacconist on New York’s Lex- 
ington Avenue, a customer is 
pondering trying them for the 
first time. “Those other brands, 
they have all the chemicals and 
they just kill you slowly.” offers 
Candida, the man behind the 
counter. He adds: “Of course, 
these will kill you slowly too, but 
anyway—" And the sale is made. 



Old habits 
die hard 
for young 


Leader of the packs American Spirit has forced bigger brands to rethink their marketing 


When they took at theirowndo- 
US dgarene 

nanubaurassee bad news and 

good. Health advocates see 

good and bad. , 

OveraB, the proportion^ of 

adnh smofcets in the US has 

eo from 37.2 per cent m 1974 
to 25/5 per cent in 1994. Chil- 
dren, by contrast, are smoking 
more and more. 

According to the Campaign 
forTbbacco-free Kids, based in 
Washington, the incidence of 
smoking is rising among al- 
most all groups of American 
children. Only African-Ameri- 
can ghfs are smoking a little less. 

Smoking among high school 
seniors, for example, is now at 
36.9 per cent — a 19-year high. 
Since 1991, meanwhile, smoking 
has increased by 35 per cent 
among 13-year-old students and 
43 per cent among 15-year-olds. 

The picture is most striking 
for African-American boys. The 
numbers smoking in this group 
has increased from 14.1 per cent 
in 1991 to 27.8 per cent in 1995. 

School-goers are not the 
ones smoking American Spirit. 
TYiey overwhelmingly (about 
86 per cent of child-smokers) 
prefer Marlboro, Camel or 
Newport- the brands that ben- 
efit from the heaviest advertis- 
ing. Cigarette companies are 
spending some $13m every day 
on promoting their brands. 

In ethnic terms, the biggest 
smokers in the US are Ameri- 
can Indians and Alaskan na- 
tives, where 36.2 per cent of 
adults are smokers. 

Next are African-American 
adults at 25.8 per cent The 
death rate among American In- 
dians from smoking-relaied dis- 
eases is twice that for 
Americans as a whole. 

One note of comparison 
with Britain; while in 1988, 8 per 
cent of British children aged 11 
to 15 smoked, the proportion to- 
Photograph: Justin Sutcliffe day is 13 per cent. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A WORK OF ART 


K ' The independent and The independent on Sunday have joined forces with ART98. Britain’s largest contemporary art exhibition, to offer readers the opportunity to win one of two 
/ works of art. To enter simply ring the number below leaving your answer to the question and completing the tie-breaker. 


•os?. 


Question; Where is the ART98 exhibition being held? Tie breaker: In no more than 10 words why should you win one of two works of art? 

To win Martyn Brewster call: 0930 563 013 
To win Karl Ghattas call: 0930 563 014 


Calls cost SOp 3t all times. Editors decision is final. Normal Newspaper Publishing PLC rules apply 
Closing date Mndnight Sunday 13th January 1998 






Art93 Brian's biggest contemporary art fair celebrates its tenth anniversary this year. On sale to the public will be works by young British artists including Damien Hirst. Jake and Dines Chapman, bar:-. : Lucas and Mora ~-.at.ouni 
who -were a'.' featured in the notorious Sensation’ exhibition at the Royal Academy last year. There will be over 80 leading galleries taking part and special features this year include ArtvSFuturos . a selling cxhicition ct worn by 

recent graduates as well as 'Who Owns Video’, on commissioning, collecting and selling video art 
. • L AR.T98 London Contemporary Art Fair. Business Design Centre, Islington Green. London N! Tel: 0121 767 4818 

Opening Hours: Wednesday 21 -Sunday 25 January I59S 10jm-6 00pm Wed-Th urs. 10am - 7pm Fri 'Sar 1 0am -4. 30pm Sun Ticket prices: £7.50. concessions £5.00 or £10.00 on the door 
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. Kar? Gbatcas 
Shiva ,Y'ec arsic ii i 
oi’ cri canvas 
73 cm x 63cm 
1997 


Marwn Brewster 
'Low . k 604' 
moropiint 

23" x 73” (image size) 
35" x 33" f paper size) 
1997 
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Karl Ghattas 


Martyn Brewster 
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K?.ri Ghattas :s a se'r- taught artist who has 
hat sno 1 me js success since giv.ng up a 
lucrative career as ?.r. Ear Nose and Tnroa; 
su'geon ter. years ego. end c position c,s a 
Ph.'osopV lecturer at tre London Scnco'. of 
Gconorr.’cs eight years ago.. He has had a 
one-mar exhibition in London. Now fork 
and Paris. He is currently exhibiting at the 
Ccurcau'd institute in their biennial 
exhibition and his work is in private 
collections around the world. The Fcrens 
Art Gallery in Hail, arc the Metropolitan 
Museum it; Now York have recently acquired 
his work for their permanent collection. He 
is unique in his field, not because he is 
self-taught, but because of what he brings to 
the discipline, namely. a- surgeons experience 
and awareness of the human., anatomy, and : 
the knowledge and. ideas cf a philosopher. 
Indeed, he must be the only artist in the 
world tc Have Ic-ctured at university level pn 
arc, philosophy and mebmire. . 

The image of 'Shiva NatEraja (as pictured 
here) concerns itself with tifo beginning of .;... 

existence and the creation of desire. The 
composition is based on thc ; ; dance ,of. 
creation by the Hindu God. Shiva, in that ;V : ..;h 
dance, Shiva rhyrh.micalhy bears our the ' ' . 

; creation of the wni tnrough. a series o { ' 
wave-liko i ; Dpits. c:e?ti;ig a world o f desires. ' 
Sh.vr, Nctar,.: is zcpiaad as an rxplodvn 
force of concern tic, ti.opiing flame circles, 
which emanate Herr the r.cnrrc. crT-Tting rho 
w.raic arid bncguig existence mtc oeing. 


Jiff George Galfery 


T’r.e Gai'e-y jS osiab.'shec >vHh=rt -the hetra o’ 
i.pr.tic.r.’j V/est cr.d. ir; :9‘74 and proved to tv 
; prasun: iocAuon ,-n !9'?.7. Gto •. r ao-tco tit 

ipams. to Hi. George -n :99: . itii George joinen ih-e 
company ; r • 976. :>ecom.:rg cL-ortc-.-' n :?50 ir-c 
Acie cwher in ‘486. The GareH.- rc-p-uicu-y, 

'pr.'.i i t ipgs; . ^-r i\', vi" ' ,,J -C "C-0 'Gu - U . ntc :-t pr : t; t'tt 

toe d— i - nn: or t ■ 
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'Lowick 604’ is from, a series of rr.oncprints 
produced during a four-week residency at 
Lowick in Cumbria. Martyns work is 
generally influenced by nature and the 
landscape and this . residency gives him me 
ideal opportunity to develop Ideas whilst 
surrounded by the peace and beauty of 
Cumbria. Ma.rtyn’s moneprinta arc like a 
painting on paper, but produced by a print 
making technique, in his case, screen 
printing. He plays with colour directly onto 
the screen and often rbe brush or palette 
manes are visible. A rr.onopriiu is a unique 
print. :.c there is no edition hence it is rnc r e 
similar tc an original. •. • 

All the work is signed by the artist arc the ' 
time arte number, is merely a reference. 

Martyn Brewster- was born in I9S2 ir, Oxford 
nnc studied at St Albans College of Art and 
Brighton College of Art graduating in 1975, 
Martyn has- exhibited extensively m this 
country and. abroad, and since 1985 has 
exhibited exclusively with jiii George Gallery 
M Lonoon. He new lives and works in 
• Dorset in (997 a book of Mar ty.Ts' work' 
from 1975. was published to coincide with a 
rerrospectiye cxh'br.icn at. the Russell Cotes 
Art- Galfery and Museum in Bournemouth.' 

- Martyns next scio exhibition at jil! George is. 
in June I99B. Since Martyn has been 
exhibiting exciusively with jiii George Gallery 
m- London, he n-?.s had six highly successful 
solo shows, of his original sms well as equally 
successful sc-io shews or his mono prints, 
Martyn is an exceptionally talented artist 
.who has already received much acclaim 
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VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


Cath is dreading, the 
summer because an 
iggressive neighbour 
riays her radio loudly 
n the garden most 
ifternoons. Kath dare 
lot ask her to turn 
town the noise, and is 
hinkingof moving, yet 
cnows the same 
iroblem may happen 
/herever she is. What 
hould shedo? 
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Tuck in: 
Sally Ann 
Voak, left, 
and 

Professor 
Anne de 
Looy 


Photograph: 
Nicola Kurtz 


Yesss! The diet for your wildest dreams 


Diets are usually about 
self-mortification. Here’s 
one that's an exercise in 
setf-gratifi cation and, 
says Qare Gamer , it helps 
to (ike chocolate. 


Two large, sickly desserts ar- 
.. rived at our table: one brandy 
• snap basket containing malted 
ice cream, and a sticky toffee 
pudding topped with a dollop 
of vanilla ice cream. This in it- 
self was cause for alarm - the 
. two women opposite claimed 
to have discovered the secret 
of slimming - but yet more 
bizarre was that they were, 
apparently, on their starters. 

Professor Anne de Looy 
and Sally Ann Voak, weighing 
in at a collective 17st 21b, make 
an unlikely alliance. The for- 
mer is Britain's first professor 
of dietetics at Queen Mar- 
garet College, in Edinburgh, 
and the latter is slimming ed- 
itor for The Sun. But together 
they have devised “System S", 
a diet programme in which “S” 
stands for science, not staiva- 
self-denial or sorry you 
can’t eat that Mars bar. Equal- 
ly, it could stand for “sugary 

It is founded on the princi- 
ple that we eat too much fat 
and not enough carbohydrate 
and the motto of System S is 
“carbo first” (taken to its log- 
ical limits, this means pud be- 


fore main). Their argument 
goes that since there are lim- 
its to how much bread, pasta 
and rice we can consume in the 
West, we must up our complex 
carbohydrate intake with a 
simple one: sucrose. Conse- 
quently. cravings for folly foods 
subside. 

“As we are surrounded by 
sucrose-coutaining foods it 
makes sense to use them to our 
advantage,” says the introduc- 
tion to System S: the scientific 
breakthrough for lasting Height 
loss. The ensuing two pages of 
trademarked “Carb Boosters" 
reads like a list of no-go areas. 

Golden syrup, marshmal- 
lows, Arctic roll, liquorice all- 
sorts, cola drinks or other 
sweet fizzy drinks, meringue 
nest, mini Mars bar, ice cream. 
After Eight Mints ... without 
these items the diet just won’t 
work. And don't forget your 
statutory daily glass of wine or 
beer - or sugary non-alcoholic 
drink if you prefer. 

Any diet book which main- 
tains “You can eat out and en- 
joy a delicious dessert, serve up 
lavish, tempting meals when 
entertaining friends and join in 
when the rest of the family tuck 
into sweet puddings" is bound 
to elicit an extreme response of 
approval or disgust. 

Personally, I liked Anne 
and Sally before I’d even met 
them. Any diet which says I C3n 
“live a normal life while slim- 
ming” has potential and any 


diet which says I must cat 
chocolate eclairs. I can live 
with. 

“It's anti-intuitive and too 
good to be true." said Profes- 
sor de Looy. tucking into her 
sticky toffee whatnot. “But we 
need our puddings." In these 
no fat/low fat days, such an af- 
firmation goes against the 
grain, but I'm prepared to lis- 
ten. Professor de Loov objects 
to modem usage of the word 
“diet". "Diet actually means the 
foods that you choose. Sally 
and 1 are not on slimming di- 
ets but we're choosing foods in 
the way of System S." 

Professor de Loov and her 
team at the Centre for Nutri- 
tion and Food Research in the 
Department of Dietetics and 
Nutrition at Queen Margaret 
College, have given “System S“ 
a gold star for nutrition. In 1996 
they tried it out on 60 volun- 
teers in a controlled 12-week 
study in the village of Fatfield. 
Tvne and Wear. 

As a control group. 30 of the 
volunteers followed a tradi- 
tional healthy, low-calorie, low- 
fat, high carbohydrate diet 
plan which was devised ia 1991 
and has proved successful both 
for those who wish to lose 
weight and for those who want 
to maintain their weight loss. 
Ms Voak's well-known “Fat- 
field Diet” is now recom- 
mended by doctors and 
nutritionists. 

The remaining volunteers 


followed “System S” - a simi- 
lar daily menu plan, but with 
the addition of two or three 
Carb Boosters every day. Af- 
ter a couple of weeks, ihe 
“System S” dieters had lost 
more weight than their fellow 
slimmers. (The average weight 
loss on System S is one pound 
a week.) Fifteen months on. 
they are still losing or main- 
taining their weight and “have 
learnt to love food and eating 
and no longer fear that they 
could at any time blow their 
chances of losing weight suc- 
cessfully by giving in to 
temptation”. 

People are reluctant to sign 
up to “System S”. They fear 
that a licence to eat sugary 
foods will mean their con- 
sumption spirals out of control. 
In some cases, indeed, it did. 
“If I have one chocolate biscuit. 
Ill eat the whole pack,” said 
one volunteer, explaining why 
the diet didn't work for her. 
However, with the help of "al- 
titude exercises", such as nib- 
bling a Carb Booster in bed 
while visualising yourself look- 
ing slim and shapely at a par- 
ty. most volunteers overcame 
the initial reluctance without 
swinging to the other extreme. 

It worked in the case of the 
chocolate factory workers who 
volunteered as guinea pigs. 
“They arc given free sweets and 
chocolates every day. You can 
imagine the guilt and prob- 
lems.” said Ms Voak. “Once 


they went on System S’ they 
not only lost weight but they 
adopted it over Christmas, 
which is remarkable to me.” 

Ms Voak and Professor de 
Looy insist their diet is not 
“faddish”. It is. they say, a 
“lifestyle” - and not a bad one 
at that, 1 thought, as they or-* 
dered a battle of Pinot Blanc 
D’Alsace. As for their second 
course, smoked salmon was out 
because it didn't contain car- 
bohydrate. as was the mussels 
dish and the tomato, goat's 
cheese and wild rocket salad, 
for the same reason. The only 
dish which qualified was the 
leek and potato soup. 

While Professor de Looy 
was big on the scientific valid- 
ity of “System S". Ms Voak 
stressed the sensual. The im- 
portant thing is that you real- 
ly enjoy the sensuality of food.” 
she said, adding that she had 
enjoyed the “naughty phallic 
shape” of her pudding. “Jt's the 
next best think to sex - prefer- 
ably two at the same time.” The 
prof perked up: “Oh Sally, 
what did you have in mind?" 
.Another experiment, perhaps. 

“System S” is based on that 
well-known law of desire. We 
all know that as soon as a food 
is labelled as forbidden it 
becomes infinitely more en- 
ticing and inviting. The prob- 
lem lies in our perception of 
sugary foods as “treats". Ms 
Voak has a New Year's 
resolution never to write 


another diet with “treats" in it. 

But is that not precisely 
what she has just done with her 
concept of Carb Boosters? 
“You’ve got to consciously 
work the right way before sub- 
consciously." she replied, 
reaching for the right 
metaphor. “It’s like when you 
practise breathing classes be- 
fore having a baby. When it 
comes to the right rime you will 
be able to do it naturally.” 

Susie Orbaeh. author of Fat 
is a Feminist Issue , applauded 
the diet’s attempt to normalise 
our relationship with food. 
“Of course any approach to 
food that doesn't categorise 
certain foods as good and bad 
per se 1 would welcome, but the 
crucial issue is what interferes 
with our own methods of sat- 
isfaction and hunger and what 
are the psychological reasons 
why we turn to food. 

“Unless we've questioned 
those we’ll always be looking 
for the next scheme to avoid 
food or manage it, rather than 
Jiving in a reasonable rela- 
tionship with tL The real chal- 
lenge is to figure out what we 
want when we go to bed. Is it 
After Eights or is it nothing? 

I know which I want 

“G arc's is much more fun.” 
commented a food-combining 
colleague, as I counted out my 
Jelly Tots (essential Carb 
Booster, you understand) at my 
desk. Indeed it is. But, I ask my- 
self, docs it work? 


if today is Sunday, then 
you must be my wife 


Once upon a time marriage provided a certain blueprint 
for life together, and all you need do was abide by it. Bui 
newly-wed Conservative leader William Hague this week 
gave a new twist to nuptial vows, announcing on Talk Ra- 
dio that be and his wife Ffion had scheduled an agenda 
of private rime together Sundays, an evening a week, and 
one whole weekend a month. 

Leaving aside the questions this begs about modern 
relationships and work commitments, is that really 
enough “quality time” on which to base a lifelong 
union? My first reaction was that it isn't, but then Tm bi- 
ased. Working from home while my husband Joff looks 
after the house and kids, we're used to seeing an awful 
lot of each other. Despite all the cliches about living in 
each other’s pockets, absence td along the heart grow fonder 
and needing to keep 3 certain spice in one's relationship. 
I think we're as happy together as we could be. 

Well, yes, we do sometimes get on each other's nerves. 
Our relationship thrives on low-grade bickering, but that's 
often part offamify life. The advantage we have over oth- 
er, more time-strapped couples, is that things rarely fes- 
ter. One rants and raves, the other takes the mick, and 
in five minutes it's forgotten. But maybe we're just weird. 

Not so. says Geoff, a friend who has run a successful 
business at home with his wife for the last 14 years. "Work- 
ing together has been the salvation of our relationship. 
A mutual interest provides a great bond and a bedrock 
for family life, and we're very in tune with each other." 

Certainly time together allows you to evolve a very in- 
tuitive way of dealing with each other, confirms Relate 
counsellor and agony aunt Julia Cole, and gives you more 
chance to discuss issues that are important to you. But 
she warns against meshing together so completely that 
you lose all sense of your own identity: "In extreme cas- 
es clingin g together may indicate that you don't have much 
confidence in the relationship, and feel it is vulnerable.” 

Not that busy couples are doomed to divorce. 
Bernadette Matus. chair of the National Childbirth Thist. 
lecturer in marketing at Brighton University, and free- 
lance consultant and trainer, only really sees her husband 
Tad, bead of information for East Sussex health author- 


The H agues opt for quality, not quantity 


itv, on Sundays. But if anything, she thinks their 19-year 
relationship has improved. 

"I have a greater sense of identity, and there’s a much 
greater equality between us. WeVe become real partners 
and have a new respect for each other. It helps that we 
have a lot in common, but we don't bicker much: there's 
no time and we've got belter things to think about." 

It may seem dispiriting that modern couples need to 
schedule time together, but it's undoubtedly wise, says Cole: 
newly-weds are often taken over by the romantic idea that 
somehow their love will naturally make time for each oth- 
er. Couples should ring-fence time together, but they also 
need to decide what theyll do if the office phones or an 
urgent fax comes. "The Hagues have made the first step, 
but they’ll have to be quite careful about the quality of 
that time." And if babies arrive on the scene? Then what? 

Emma Houghton 


DILEMMAS 


My neighbour is so noisy, I am thinking of moving house 


she is. What 


Tm someone who, unless it's birdsong, 
just stand the noise of music in other 
people’s gardens. Or, indeed, my own. 
unless it is firmly plugged into my ear. 
Gardens are for peace and quiet, not 
Radio 2. But there is absolutely no 
point in Kath's moving until she has 
screwed up her courage and at least 
asked her neighbour to turn her 
radio down when she’s in the garden. 
Or, since she’s got environmental law 
on her side, she need only get the sig- 
natures of a few neighbours and make 
a diary of times it plays to justify visits 
from an officer who may well be able 
to tell the neighbour to turn her radio 
off without involving Kath at all. 

I've asked masses of people to nun 
their music down, and it’s astonish- 
ing how man y will do as you ask. They 
have no idea they're being a nuisance. 
It’s important to address them face 
to face; a letter, however polite, 
looks aggressive to some people, 
who see it as “official” in some way. 

But why Kath can’t simply go 
round and ask her is beyond me. I 
know how scary it can be, but maybe 
she could get together with other non- 
aggressive neighbours and face this 
creature together. Each individual 
Bjay be shivering like a little mouse 
as they stand on the doorstep, but five 
or six gathering politely to ask this 
lady to turn her radio down is not 
against the law. and yet can look as 
if they mean serious business - simply 
by their sheer numbers. 

My last success was with an 
extremely aggressive drunk who had 
fallen into a stupor while playing his 
radio. As I said “Excuse me! very- 
loudly and politely over the fence, I 
was astonished when an upstairs 
window in an adjoining house was 
flung up and, in the belting tones of 


a fishwife, a complete stranger 
screamed: “Oy! You!” This woke up 
the drunken radio- player and before* 
he knew where he was the poor man 
was trapped in the middle of a iwn- 
pronged attack, one below from pat- 
ient. rational old me who addressed 
the man with great formality and civ- 
ility. producing lawyer-like reasons fi >r 
turning the radio off. and one from 
above, a hysterical tirade of abuse. 
The finale came when he lurched up 
and yelled that I couldn't tell him to 
do anything, it was his garden and he 
could do what he liked. I replied that, 
until I could get ihe law enforced, 
which I had no intention of doing un- 
less driven 10 it. as I wish to remain 
friends. I wasn’t telling him. I was beg- 
ging him. Whereupon the creature in 
the upstairs window shrieked down: 
“Can you hear what she’s saying? She 
wants to be fucking friends! She's in u 
fucking telling you. she's fucking 
begging you, you fuck-face!" Be- 
tween us we silenced him for months, 
until he was killed in a stabbing 
incident with a friend 10 whom he 
owed a tenner. 

Perhaps Kath could enlist the 
help of someone with more nous than 
her. while she addresses the environ- 
mental health and legal arguments on 
ihe one hand, the other could express 
the emotional side of the issue in 
more vocal language, good policeman 
and had polieeman style. 

A professor has recently claimed 
to invent a machine that, by .sending 
out silent sound waves, van blot out 
the sound of neighbourhood radios. 
Until then. Kath has to send out her 
own personal sound waves - rcuv med 
conversation and calls to the envi- 
ronmental health office - to shut her 
neighbour up. 


WHAT READERS SAY 


Try asking her to stop 

We have suffered from a .similar 
plight involving 11 noisy neighbour 
who. during spring, summer and au- 
tumn for the past tux 1 years, has reg- 
ularly opened the patio doors and 
turned on either music or a keep- 
fit video. This seems in create ideal 
acoustic conditions for the sound to 
bellow into our garden and adjoin- 
ing property. 

I suggest the following possib- 
ilities, which I and my partner have 
tried with va lying success: 

1. Use an intermediary : speak to the 
neighbour's partner or a mutual 
friend or acquaintance. The com- 
ments can be pul in humorous 
lerms - “change the channel* , or 
“turn it down ". 

1 have spoken lo the neighbour s 
child (in exasperation one Saturday 
morning): "please ask it they can 
turn it down". It worked immed- 
iately. 

2. Open your window and play The 
.Archers full blast. Provides imme- 
diate relief -but >011 lose the moral 
high ground. 

Gillian Adams 
Tablin'. (Houcotcrshirc 


Approach the authorities 

1 can sympathise a lot with Kath. I 
would advise her lo keep a diary of 
disturbances when the noise 3gain 
becomes a regular occurrence. 

She should note the dale, “tune 
on”, “tune off”, a description of the 
noise and details of how it disturbs 
her. After rwo to three weeks she 
should review her diary and if she 
still feels aggrieved by the noise she 
should approach the Environmen- 
tal Health officers, who investigate 
allegations of noise nuisance. 

This may lead to the EHO serv- 
ing a notice on the perpetrator of 
the noise under section 80 of the En- 
vironments Protection Act 1990. 

1 note that Kath describes Lbe 
perpetrator as “very aggressive" 
and she should warn the EHO of 
this. With any luck, if the neighbour 
is as had as KaLb says, she will al- 
ready be known by the council for 
some reason. They may have re- 
ceived other complaints about noise, 
for example. {That would be lucky.) 

If a notice is served, it will require 
the perpetrator to cease causing the 
nu isance. Contravention of the not- 
ice (which would have to be wit- 


NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA 


After a really terrible Christmas 
together, my husband and I have 
decided m divorce. However, we 
both haw concern for our children, 
aged fi »ur and live. 

Mv husband has suggested that 


alter the divorce, we should stay 
together fur their sake, and lead 
separate lives in the same house. Do 
you think this would work - and 
what would the children feel? 
Dinah. 


nessed by the EHO) can lead to a 
number of punitive measures in- 
cluding seizure of the offending 
equipment, and prosecution. Fines 
imposed bv the magistrate’s court 
can be up to £5,000 per offence from 
domestic premises. 

If Kath moved, she might find 
herself in a worse situation. She 
should be objective, and not get ob- 
sessed. It could be dial she is too sen- 
sitive to noise, and completely 
neurotic, but she should definitely 
contact an EHO for advice. 
AnneB 
London N7 

Be more neighbourly 

I wonder what son of neighbour- 
hood Kath lives in. 

Is it one where everyone “keeps 
themselves to themselves”? Kath’s 
radio-playing neighbour may be 
irritating other people, too, but 
maybe it's the sort of area where no 
one feels it’s their “place" to say so. 

Difficulties with neighbours are 
often exacerbated by lack of contact 
In our inner city neighbourhood 
people make it their business to tty 
to make a connection with all the 


folks Irving around them, so that 
problems have solutions. If people 
feel part of a larger community they 
are less likely to cause trouble in it. 

Rather than moving away, try 
moving towards your neighbour 
and your neighbourhood. As you 
rightly point out. Kath, it could hap- 
pen wherever you are. Good com- 
munication and kindliness are often 
a basis from which day-to-day living 
issues within any community can be 
tackled and resolved. 

Gillian Booth (Ms) 

Bristol 

Give her a Walkman 

For less than £30 Kath could buy a 
Walkman with radio. She could 
then send it anonymously to her 
noisy neighbour under the pretext 
that the latter has been fortunate 
enough to win it in an obscure, ran- 
dom prize draw. With any luck 
Kath's neighbour will use the Walk- 
man instead of her normal radio and 
peace will reign at last Cheaper than 
moving bouse, and no messy, stress- 
ful confrontation involved. 

Kay Prow 
Newtown, Powvs 


Letters are welcome, and everyone 
who has a suggestion quoted will be 
sent a bouquet frotn Imeribra. 

Send your comments and sug- 
gestions to me at the Features 
Department, 'The Independent'. 


1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL (fax: 0171-293 
2182). by Tuesday morning. 

.And if you have a dilemma of your 
own that you would like to share, 
please let me know. 
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Fashion statements: above left, shop-tifi-you-drop glamour in the Donna Karan shop; even the clunky Portland stone surfaces look slinky. Streetwise DKNY, above right, brings skyscraper heights, bathed in fight; to staid Bond Street 



Donna Karan wanted someone to make her look good 


One 01 the world’s most 
prestigious fashion design awards 
has been given not to a fashion 
designer but to an architect. 
Makes sense, says Nonie Niesewand. 


First shrinks. Then holistic healers and per- 
sonal trainers. Now architects are the in- 
dispensable designer accessory for intensely 
competitive fashion designers. By getting an 
architect to design then shops they give them- 
selves the edge world-wide. Shops are no 
longer fitted. They are kitted out with a made 
to measure look by an equally famous house- 
hold name of an architect who wears their 
label (at least, to pick up the brief). 


Take a small corner of the global gold 
card shopping. In New Bond Street, every 
fashionable shop front and interior is de- 
signed to match the clothes within. Sporty 
NYPD Blue style at DKNY opposite the 
grown -up black and cream Donna Karan 
collections lsbop (both designed by Peter 
Marino); minimalis t, pared and pale Port- 
land stone at Jigsaw by John Pawson, who 
also designed the Calvin Klein flagship store 
in Madison Avenue in York stone; elegaat 
rationalism from David Chipperfield at 
Joseph; faux animaux as the leopard 
changes its spots at Moschino near the 
Westbuiy Hotel by Hosker More and 
Kent; Nicole Farhi sleekly tailored and set 
in stone and concrete by Rashid Din. 

It’s as congested with architectural 


makeovers as the Monopoly Board before 
hotels replace the bouses. Yet three more 
fashion stores will open in New Bond Street 
this year, all of them planned by Ameri- 
can architects. In February. Vuitton gets 
a facelift from the ubiquitous Mr Marino; 
in the autumn, Gucci will strut its new stuff 
from Bill Sofield and in November fusty 
old tartanned-out Ralph Lauren wiU move 
into the massive 45,000 square feet flag- 
ship HQ at Number one New Bond Street 
where the Nat West used to stand. Claim- 
ing that “there's an incredible energy in 
London right now which makes it such a 
natural place to create our largest in- 
ternational store", Ralph Lauren an- 
nounced that he will be importing into 
energetic old London an American ar- 


The Bigger Sale 
With Lower Prices! 




How does TTme offer 
the best value m the UK? 


We make all our PCs in the UK 

We design and make all the PCs we seD Including 
our award winning Colossus and Omega bands. 

We manufacture fn Britain, employing over 700 
staff, and can incorporate (he latest PC lechnotogy 
to give you better specifications at tower prices. 


New Lower Prices 
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We cut out the middleman 

Wte sell to you direct because, with no 
middleman, It means lower prices for you. Our own 
Showroom staff who specialise only in PC systems 
serv* you directly and can #ve you better advice to 
enable you to select the right system. 
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Try before you buy 

Visit your local Showroom and take a closer look 
at the quality and performance of our systems. 
Pick-up our PC Buyer s Guide and speak to our 
staff who wiU give sound specialist advice. In 
iaigon-free plain English, when you ask for IL 


We get you started 

Our PCs are pro-configured and ready Jbr use 
with preloaded software. Simply plug In and switch 
on. Our unique 90 minute video trainer and user 
gikle covers a/I aspects of normal PC usage and 
can be more useful than a visit from a home 
instructor as yew can watch it and learn from it at 

your own pace, at times convenient to you. 
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10 years of service and support 

Our service is also (Urea and we have been 

serving customers for over 10 years. Who else can 
provide the best sendee but the people who 

designed and built your PC? Each Showroom has 
trained technicians and a Service Centre in 
addition to cUrect hotline support to your home. 
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Honey back guarantee 

Buy with confidence and complete peace of 
mind. We believe our products, services and prices 
represent the best value In the UK. If you are not 
happy for whatever reason, you can return your KT 
to us within 14 days for a full refund excluding 
delivery costs. 
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chitect for the project, Thierry DespoinL 

Like all shopping dramas, the movement 
began in America. Peter Marino, the in- 
ternationally acclaimed architect, was the 
catalyst. He has designed stores for Valenti- 
no. Christian Dior, Giorgio Armani, Louis 
Vuitton, Calvin Klein. Chanel, Yves Saint 
Laurent, Fendi and Donna Karan. At the 
end of last year, be was awarded the Mas- 
ters of Design award from the Fashion 
Group International at the 14th annual pre- 
sentation. together with citations for John 
Galliano of Dior and Karl Lagerfeld of 
Chanel. It’s the first time fashion has giv- 
en the award to an architect 

To work for so many egos, architect Pe- 
ter Marino has become adept at spotting 
their idiosyncratic style. He is a genius at 
conveying in hard materials glamour, tech- 
no-chic, sexiness and snob appeaL All in 
concrete and stone, marble and glass, steel 
and gilt Marino himself hates slyle labels 
and describes his architecture as being about 
materials and textures, touch and colour. 

From his days in the Factory with Andy 
Warhol making cult movies and changing 
Lhe wallpaper, he set up his design prac- 
tice in 1978 for wbat his FGl fashion cita- 
tion calls “a coterie of international 
trend-setters and taste arbiters". He em- 
ploys 80 architects and 20 designers in five 
offices, indudingone in London. When he’s 
not designing the new Barneys stores in 
New York, LA, Chicago and Tokyo, he’s 
restoring historic landmark buildings such 
as St Patrick’s Cathedral or the New York 
public library. 

When Donna Karan launched DKNY" s 


own shop in London, it was Peter Marino 
who placed a chunk of New York precinct 
straight into the very traditional New 
Bond Street. His aim was to bring a kind 
of energy, a feeling of freedom and being 
on the move into that claustrophobic line- 
up of shops. The only thing between the 
broadwalk and the back of the shop, with 
its backlit projection of yellow NY cabs, is 
glass. Its tall narrow glass-fronted facade 
stretches four storeys tall under a roller 
coaster glass roof. So the shop is bathed 
in daylight and, by night a sflveiy white light. 
The new kid on the block is very Ameri- 
can with stacked screens beaming out 
American TV. There’s a selzer-styled bar 
for espresso drinkers, and enough free floor- 
space to roller-blade around. 

On the other side of New Bond Street 
is his King Midas approach in Portland 
stone with a solid gold wall from atrium to 
basement as a background to the Donna 
Karan collections. You would never know 
that the same architect had designed the 
two stores. It’s the difference between haute 
couture and ready-to-wear. 

The skill is to interpret the look and keep 
evolving. Those temples to consumerism in 
marble and glass under lofty coffered ceil- 
ings are now’ considered very Eighties. Just 
as the Constance Spry flowers and Colefax 
& Fowfer chintzes with which Sir Hardy 
Amies decorated his shop so long ago was 
considered classic Fifties. The new look for 
shop design is more energetic, less precious, 
certainly plainly tailored and having an in- 
trinsic quality in the materials. Peter Mari- 
no goes so far as to call it ‘Touchy feely”. 


Fashion designers’ pursuit of what is now 
and of the moment can be profitable for 
architects. Take the Italian duo of Dolce 
& Gabbana whose company turns over 
£400m a year and whose label is worn by 
every Hollywood celebrity. They did their 
own Milan stores as a mixture of red vel- 
vet, patchwork, and gilded throne chairs 
against white-walled sobriety. But that 
red and gold Sicilian look which was very 
Visconti is about to change. They have 
asked British architect David Chipperfield 
to design their stores this year. 

Floors and wall surfaces won't change. 
He’s more interested in finding way of dis- 
playing the clothes to highlight the inter- 
nal structuring that hides behind thetrfloary 
lightness. All o winch is a bit like his own 
architecture which has more complicated 
depths than its clean-cut good looks would 
suggest . Catch his coolly modem shop de- 
sign at Joseph's menswear shop in Sloane 
Avenue and then take a look at British ar- 
chitect Sophie Hicks’ makeover of the Paul 
Smith shop nearby. 

Now even chain stores are giving them- 
selves a designer label. Selfridges will re- 
veal this November tbeir-re-design by. the 
French interior designer and architect, 
Christian Uagre. His elegant French Mod- 
em Hotel Montalembert has long been the 
sanatorium for exhausted supermodels 
and fashion editors during the Paris fash- 
ion shows. His dark wood furniture with a 
hint of the old colonial about it, on poised 
little feet and upholstered in textured 
neutral naturals needs a whole collection 
to be edited around it. 


Is this a cinema that I see before me? 


Get thee to a lottery! 
They’ve built a new 
picture house in 
Stratford-upon-Avon. It 
is beautiful, but we may 
not see its like again, 
says Nonie Niesewand. 


When French TV sent a team 
to film British architectural 
grands promts just before Christ- 
mas they must have been as- 
tonished to be shown this 
version of the Cinema Par- 
adise in Stratford-upon-Avon. 
The French crew had been 
poised to zone in on the Dome, 
Somerset House and such. But 
President of RIBA, David 
Rock, who is on the Arts Coun- 
cil to appraise all the schemes 
coming in for funding insists 
that this make-over and exten- 
sion of a Twenties garage by the 
London-based architects Pan- 
ter Hudspith is a good example 
of wbat it’s all about 

*1 got it across to them that 
in England the grand projet is 
lottery funding spread about in 
lots of little bits ail over the UK 
It is the people’s money, many 
small projects makes a great dif- 
ference to society.” 

Locals with backing from 
Councillor Cyril Bennis peti- 
tioned for a downtown cinema 
- the only one in Stratford 
closed years ago. Donations 
kicked off with £25. Once City 
Screens took over the project 
it got Arts Council funding of 





Not your average Odeon: the terrace bar at the Stratford Picture House 


£690,000 for the building, which 
cost just under a million. It took 
two years from summer 1995. 

By supporting the projection 
room from the side walls of the 
cinema rather than Ibe zinc roof 
they avoided fire protecting 
the whole roof and saved 
money. Lousy access, from the 
back door only, was overcome 
by turning the courtyard into 
parking for the disabled and 
putting the foyer on the first 
floor, reached by stairs with 
w alking stick stair-rails and a 
talking lift, its Portuguese accent 
denoting its country of origin. 

The bar at roof level opens 
out on to a terrace. Fine details, 
from the crazy modem chan- 
deliers, metalwork fish door 
handles on the children's lava- 
tories, to a well-designed kiosk 


for popcorn and peanuts, is tes- 
timony to the architects' policy 
of trying everything out in their 
own practice first 

As one of the first Arts 
Council lottery-funded buildings 
to be completed it may be a 
benchmark. The good thing 
about the lottery spreading 
money around the country and 
maintaining small firms of 
builders and architects and en- 
gineers and surveyors is that it 
has produced buildings for the 
community that go beyond the 
bare mi nimum . 

The bad news for architects 
is the lottery cut-back. The 
Government White Paper 
which comes before Parliament 
this month proposes to reallo- 
cate some of the money from 
the lottery into different-new 
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bodies which wfli administer it 
Ans, Heritage, .Sport, MHJen- ... 
nium and Charities will all lose / 
one fifth of their lottery mon- 
ey when a sixth, the New Op- . 
portunities fund, channels ‘ 
money into schools and ; 
hospitals. 

This sounds great but ti 
could be used to fimd teachers - 
learning IT and to set up fitness a 
dubs around the country. ‘The 
effect on building will be greater - : : 
than the Government would - . -• 
have you believe,” says David?. 
Rock. 
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Georgy Sviridov 



ok good 


Georgy Yuri Vasilyevich 
Sviridov, pianist and 
composer: bom Fatezh, 
Russia >6 December 19(5; 
married 1953 Ehca Gustzvovna 
KJazer (one son); died 
Moscow 5 January 1998. 


‘ i The outline of Georgy Sviridov’s 
i prize-spalled career as a So- 
£|j viet composer might suggest 
*:] tbat he was a party hack, one of 
/j the cogs in the Communist 
-i; wbeeL As usual in such matters, 
the truth is less black and white: 
Sviridov managed simultane- 
ously to write the music he felt 
was important and to deliver his 
political masters the socialist- 
realist monuments they wanted. 

He was born in Fatezh, in the 
southem-Russian region of 
Kursk. After cutting his teeth in 
the Children’s Music School in 
Kursk, he moved to Leningrad 
where he took lessons with Mik- 
hail Yudin at the Central Music 
College (1932-36). He then stud- 
ied composition with Dmitry 
Shostakovich at the Leningrad 
Conservatory, graduating in 1941 
(the year he also finished his 
military service). As with many 
of his fellow pupDs, Sviridov's 
time with Shostakovich marked 
his own music profoundly. 

In his first maturity Sviridov 
composed with genuine vigour, 
although not all his early works 
survived the war. Two piano 
concertos emerged in 1936 and 
1942. a symphony for strings in 
1940, a piano sonata in 1944 and 
two partitas for piano in 1947 
(two years after he had begun 
a career as a concert pianist); 
two string quartets, a piano trio 
and quintet date from the mid- 
1940s; and there were three mu- 
sical comedies in 1939, 1942 and 
1952, and the incidental music 
to a series of plays (including 
Oiht'Uo and Victor Hugo's Ruy 
Bias) between 1942 and 1952. 

It was after he moved to 


Moscow in 1955 that Sviridov’s 
reputation as an “offidal" com- 
poser was bom. with the first of 
the big oratorios much favoured 
by the Soviet authorities. The 
Decembrists (1955) and, espe- 
cially, Poem to the Memory cf Ser- 
gei Yesenin (1955-56). Sviridov 
was to write several of these dis- 
tended scores; one of them, the 
Oratorio Pathetique (1959), was 
calculated to appeal Lo the ap- 
paratchiks and it duly gained him 
u Lenin Prize in 1960, in which 
year he also dutifully composed 
the Poem about Lenin. 

Sviridov collected the titles 
“fcessary for progress in the So- 
viet hierarchy: he was awarded 
the Order of Lenin four times; 
he was a People's Artist of the 
RFSFR in 1963. a People's 
Artist of the USSR in 1970, and 
a Hero of Soviet Labour in 
1975. Eventually he ascended to 
the position of First Secretary 
of the RFSFR Union of Com- 
posers, which he held from 
1962 to 1974. 

But he was much more than 
the political opportunist Lhat 
this list suggests. Tbe best of his 
music is uncommonly beautiful, 
and deserves a long life - and 
regular hearings outside Russia. 
The warm, sincere heart of 
Sviridov emerged when he was 
dealing with subjects that 
evoked an idealistic image of 
“Mother Russia", whose past 
glories, real or otherwise, had 
a deep (and pre-Communist) 
resonance for him. Indeed. 
Sviridov’s attachment to Rus- 
sia's Slavic histoiy- an attitude 
encouraged by tbe Commu- 
nists because it served their po- 
litical purposes - mirrors very 
closely Furtwangler's German 
nationalism under tbe Nazis, 
and one can ascribe to both men 
either moral ambiguity or sim- 
ple naivety. Sviridov himself 
put it plainly enough, in a pas- 
sage that is at least ambivalent 
about the Communist era: 
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J. G. Williams 


John George Williams, 
naturalist: bora Cardiff 4 
April 1913; Curator of Birds, 
Coryndon Museum, Nairobi 
1946-66; married 1945 Dr 
Philippa Gaffikin (one son, 
three daughters); died 
Leicester 28 December 1997. 


J. G. Williams's first book, A 
Field Guide to Birds of East and 
Central Africa , was published in 
1963, and, although it only con- 
tained 50 pier cent of the birds 
to be found in the region, it was 
a landmark publication. 

Finally we had something to 
take on safari, to keep in the 
glove compartment of the car. 
There were only 16 colour 
plates and 24 in black and 
white, but it was a start. Later 
books included more colour 
plates, and for over 20 years 
books such as A Field Guide to 
the National Parks of East Africa 
( 1 968) andri Field Guide to the 
Butterflies of Africa (1972) be- 
came invaluable travel com- 
panions to the many thousands 
of birdwatchers and ecolourists 
that visit Kenya every year. 

His name, however, will re- 
main immortalised in African 
ornithology following his dis- 
covery of a new species of lark 
in the Miarsabit District of 
northern Kenya in June 1956, 



which was duly named Mhrafra 
williamsi after him. Williams's 
Bush Lark remains today a shy, 
skulking and little-known 
species of the hot, barren lava 
desert of northern Kenya, a 
challenge in itself for anyone 
intent on tracking it down. 

Ornithology was Williams's 
forte and he became a world au- 
thorin' on sunbirds, a family of 
birds that occur largely in Africa 
and the islands of the Indian 
Ocean. He began painting every 
species of sunbird himself and it 
was a pity that this monumen- 
tal work was never published 

John Gordon Williams was 
bom in Cardiff in 1913, the son 
of a headmaster, John Lyal 
Williams. His interest in wildlife 
was inspired by his grandfather 
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boys, Jaaah Edwin and Rufus Noah. 
Coming home today. 
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Margaret Beckett MP. President of 
Utie Board of Trade, 55; Mr Chuck 
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Russan music indeed all Russian an, 
has for most of its history been close- 
ly bound up with the Orthodox out- 
look and philosophy. Thai is the 
tap-root of our culture, its originali- 
ty and individuality. In the course of 
the last century, that connection was 
severed. Will ii be possible to restore 
it? Not only the destiny of our cul- 
ture depends on it, but the very ex- 
istence of Russians as a nation, with 
a place and voice in world history. The 
restoration of this spiritual connec- 
tion is the most difficult task lacing 
our society. Only by taking this palh 
do I see any future for Russian an. 

He expressed these Slavo- 
phile sympathies particularly 
io bis choral music, which can 
be veiy touching. His Kursk 
Songs, a far cry from the bom- 
bast of the Oratorio Pathetique, 
are gentle realisations of folk 
melodies from his native region; 
the cantata Snow is Falling, to 
texts by Pasternak (1965), is a 
model of how to write music 
of delightful simplicity; and 
“Reveille is Sounded", a move- 
ment from bis choral concerto 
Pushkin's Garland (1978). is 
one of those achingly lovely 
pieces that you never forget 
once you’ve heard it. No cynic 
wrote music so honest. 

His songs, solo or choral, are 
likewise highly effective, and he 
chose his poets carefully, per- 
haps to underline his Slavophile 
tendencies: as well as Pasternak, 
he set Lermontov, Pushkin and 
Blok. But his conservative na- 
tionalism did not blind him to 
other sources: one of his best- 
known song-cycles is a series of 
Bums settings from 1955. The 
hallmark of his vocal writing is 
an effortless, direct lyricism 
that ultimately makes unre- 
solved questions about his po- 
litical stance roundly irrelevant. 

Sviridov's orchestral cata- 
logue is not large, nor is it rad- 
ical or path-breaking in a way 
that would draw abnormal at- 
tention to it. But it contains 
some true gems. One year in 
particular- 1964 - produced the 
Music for Chamber Orchestra , 



Sviridov: supping with the devil 


the Little Triptych and the in- 
fectiously appealing music for 
a film of Pushkin's The Snow- 
storm, a minor masterpiece of 
melodious irony. 

His output fell away as he 
grew older, much to the dis- 
pleasure of Shostakovich, who 
considered Sviridov one of the 
most gifted of his pupils and was 
dismayed to see his talent de- 
ployed so intermittently, even 
lackadaisically. Sviridov was 
none the less one of the few 
prominent ex-pupils of Shostak- 
ovich who refiised to join in the 
KGB -organised chorus of con- 
demnation in 1979 when Testi- 


mony, Shostakovich's disputed 
me moire, were first published 
(in the West, of course). 

Over the past few years the 
CD market has begun to catch 
up with Sviridov's music - in 
every case, interestingly enough, 
in recordings made after the fall 
ol' the Soviet Union. The UK la- 
bel Olympia has now released 
three discs, including the music 
to The Snowstorm (broadcasts 
of which always brought a flur- 
ry of enthusiast ie letters from lis- 
teners) and Pushkin 's Garland-, 
Koch Schwann offers the Piano 
Irio: the first instalment in a sur- 
vey of the piano music has just 


Photograph: Novo so (London) 

come from Altarus: and Dmit- 
ry' Hvorostovsky has recorded 
the song-cycle that brought 
Sviridov to London two years 
ago to hear it. 

The tip of the iceberg, per- 
haps. but it allows the Western 
listener to form an impression 
of Sviridov's musical personal- 
ity - one so attractive that any 
remaining misgivings about the 
man fall away. And it is easy for 
us, comfortable in the relative 
freedoms of democracy, to for- 
get that it was sometimes nec- 
essary to sup with the devil to 
be able to sup at all. 

- Martin Anderson 


OSTRICH (Stmthfo 
camelus) The largest living 
bird; flighdess; two toes only 
on each foot 

Identification. 7-8ft. 2-2' run. 
Unmistakable; adult male black 
and white; female and 
immature greyish -brown. 
Voice. Usually silent: breeding 
males utter deep booming 
sound but this is seldom heard. 

Illustration by Norman 
Arlott from Williams’s A 
Field Guide to the Birds of 
East Africa (1980) 

and uncle, both keen amateur 
naturalists. After education at 
Monkton House School in Car- 
diff, he worked for the local firm 
of Cory Brothers, but main- 
tained his interest in natural his- 
tory, and in the mid-Thirties was 
taken on as a taxidermist at the 
National Museum of Wales. 

On the outbreak of the Sec- 
ond World War. he joined the 
RAF and saw service in the 
Middle East. Turkey and North 
Africa. He met his future wife. 
Dr Philippa Gaffikin, in Alep- 
po, Syria, and they were mar- 
ried in Cairo in 1945. During 
their honeymoon in western 
Uganda they collected the body 
of a mountain gorilla; Philippa 
conducted an autopsy on the an- 
imal and John prepared and 


mounted it for display at the 
C'oiyndon Maseum in Nairobi. 
He look up the post of Curator 
of Birds at the museum in 1 94 p 
and his wife was appointed to 
Nairobi City Council, where she 
was in charge of child welfare 
for the Asian and European 
communities in Kenya. 

Shortly after Kenya's inde- 
pendence in 19h3, Williams 
and 1 were at Lake Nakuru in 
Kenya's Rift Valley, watching 
the hundreds of thousands of 
flamingos that have made the 
lake world-famous. With us lhat 
day was the American Roger 
Tory Pelereon. who remarked 
that Lake Nakuru s flamingos 
were the greatest umi t hi ■ logical 
spectacle on this earth: and on 
the way home Williams com- 
mented that we really should 
think towards putting Kenya on 
the ornithological world map. 
and encourage all birdwatchers 
ro visit East Africa in see our 
magnificent birding arcus. Lit- 
tle did we know then llial this 
was to lead lo birdwa telling's 
becoming a major player in 
Kenya's tourism industry. 

Over the past two decades, 
hirdwatching has become the 
fastest -growing leisure activity 
in the world. Williams clearly 
saw this coming, and after he 
left his post in IVhb. alter Jtl 
years as Cura loro! Birds at the 


Coryndon Museum, he himself 
led many ornithological safaris 
as well as organising and taking 
part in several collecting expe- 
ditions in East Africa for the 
Los Angeles County Museum. 
The results of those expeditions 
are all documented, in collab- 
oration w-ith Herbert Fried- 
man. in the Los Angeles County 
Museum’s “Contributions in 
Science" series from 1969 
through to the early 197iJs. 
When John and Philippa 
Williams eventually left Kenya 
for Britain in the 1970s. East 
.Africa lost a great naturalist. 

I first met John Williams in 
my early twenties when, as a 
newly recruited officer in the 
British Colonial Police, my at- 
tention was more often than not 
drawn to the wealth of wildlife 
lhal one came across in the 
course i if everyday life in Kenya 
during the laic 1950s and ear- 
ly I9hils. Since I was living in 
Mombasa, and had no velerence 
hi inks available, copious notes 
were entered into volumes of 
notebooks, and with every vis- 
it to Nairobi much lime was 
spent with "J.G.” in his office at 
the museum. HLs knowledge not 
only of birds, bats and other 
mammals, hut also butterflies, 
moths, orchids and sea shells 
was immense, and his keenness 
in hear what other people had 


seen, heard, found or collected 
was such an inspiration that he 
became guru and mentor to 
myself and several othcryoung 
enthusiasts in Kenya. 

His office was a breath of 
fresh air during those troubled 
times in Kenya’s pre- and post- 
independence years, and a 
meeting place for local and 
overseas ornithologists, all seek- 
ing J.G.’s advice before setting 
out on their expeditions. 

I recall one afternoon in- 
tending to spend only a few min- 
utes with him at the maseum 
discussing an influx of Parasitic 
Weavers that had arrived on the 
airport grasslands, when he 
ushered me out of his office and 
into his Landrover for, as he 
said, a quick visit to a friend liv- 
ing nearby. Five minutes later, 
as we drove through the gates 
of Government House he let me 
into his secret - tea with the Gov- 
ernor was never lo be missed, 
especially when it offered an op- 
portunity lo cheek on the sev- 
eral pairs of Bronze Sunbirds 
lhat were nesting at the time. 
Tfait tea with the Governor. Mal- 
colm McDonald, lasted almost 
two flours, and when Williams 
dropped me outside my office 
later in the evening my knees 
trembled in anticipation of the 
roasting lhal was to follow. 

- Don Turner 


Sir Donald 
Murray 


Donald Frederick Murray, 
diplomat: born London 14 
June 1924; Head of Chancery, 
Saigon 1962; Counsellor, 
Tehnn 1969-72; CMG 1973; 
ambassador to Libya 1974-76; 
Assistant Under- Secretary of 
State, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office 1977- 
80; ambassador to Sweden 
1980-04; KCVO 1983; Assessor 
Chairman, Civil Service 
Selection Board 1984-86; 
Channel Tunnel Complaints 
Commissioner 1987-95; 
married 1949 Marjorie 
Culverwell (three sons, one 
daughter); died Rye, East 
Sussex 8 January 1998. 


Last Shrove Tuesday Sir Don- 
ald and Lady Murray moved 
house from the Romney marsh- 
es. which they loved, to Rye, 
which by the autumn they were 
learning to love. Murray’s stay 
there was ail too short. He had 
a serious heart attack in Octo- 
ber, and although with charac- 
teristic determination he made 
a remarkable recovery he only 
just saw Lhe New Year in. 

Donald Murray was a man 
of great courage, indomitable 
will and undauntable spirit, 
and there were many places in 
the world which he and his 
wife Marjorie, whom he had 
married in 1949, had come to 
love before they returned lo 
Britain in 1984 from his last 
diplomatic post, the embassy in 
Stockholm. 

Their map of the world iden- 
tified among other places Sai- 
gon. Tehran and Tripoli. While 
living in them Murray was keen- 
ly aware not only of their trou- 
bled present but of tbe tangle 
of rich historical and (itenaiy as- 
sociations of each of them. An- 
other place, Vienna, where he 
was Second Secretary in 1953, 
had once been at the centre of 
other people's maps and Mur- 
ray, while there, enjoyed dis- 
cussing and arguing with equal 
fervour about both Metternicb 
and Orson Welles. 

The year 1984. when he re- 
tired from the Foreign Service, 
was the year which Orwell 
forced into histoiy, and Murray 
would doubtless have been 
more willing and able to argue 
with OrweU than with Rye's 
Hemy Janies. In the Orwellian 
base year. 1948, he left Worces- 
ter College, Oxford, where I 
was his tutor, and look up 
bis first diplomatic post as 
Third Secretary in ravaged 
Warsaw. Thereafter he came to- 
know both Eastern and West- 
ern Europe and. equally basic 
to his own map. Baltic and 
Mediterranean. 

As First Secretary, Political 
Office. Middle East Forces, In 
1956. he was not far from Suez 


Murray: undauntable 
Photograph: Hulton Getty 


and very near to Nicosia. As 
ambassador to Libya, which 
was one of the places he came 
to love, between 1974 and 1976 
he had enough leisure to allow 
him - and his family - to pick 
up Roman coins from lonely 
shores. While there he knew 
diplomats from every geo- 
graphical and ideological clime 
and was well informed about 
every “terrorist organisation". 
Yet he felt perfectly secure. 

Id retrospect, as at the 
time, this was a testing 
experience, for Murray was 
only frustrated when be was 
inactive. Sweden provided 
tests of a different kind. He had 
to persuade tbe Swedes that 
for Thatcher’s Britain - if not 
for all Britons - the Falkland 
Islands, miles away, were not 
peripheral. 

Given the fact that Murray 
always drew his own map out- 
side as well as inside Europe, it 
was valuable for him to have 
studied international relations 
at Oxford at a time when the 
subject was not fashionable, 
and it was a tribute to his 
commitment that he secured 
an unusual distinction in his 
shortened war degree. He 
knew both how to work and 
how to play. One place not for 
long on his map was pre-Thum. 
pre-Santer Luxembourg. 1 saw 
it with him when our main pre- 
occupation, an urgent one, was 
to win enough money at bridge 
to move on to Maastricht and 
to Amsterdam where an Amer- 
ican friend, blessed with dollars 
was (theoretically) waiting for 
us. I had no intimation - nor did 
he - of how Maastricht would 
one day be established on every 
European and anti-European 
map. 

Before Oxford, Murray had 
already proved all his qualities, 
serving as a commando with the 
Royal Marines from 1943 to 
1946. He was severely wound- 
ed, but he never allowed this to 
be a handicap. It seemed almost 
natural when, as Head of 
Chancery in Saigon in 1962, he 
took home a Christmas present 
for one of his children with 
shrapnel in it. The Post Office 
had been blown up. 

It was even more natural 
lhat after he left the Foreign 
Office one of the jobs which be 
took up was that of Channel 
Tunnel Complaints Commis- 
sioner. The complaints he had 
to handle related to the digging 
of Lhe tunnel. One of them came 
from a model aeroplane flying 
dub whose members com- 
plained that what was happen- 
ing below the ground was 
destroying their freedom in the 
air. Murray, who knew every- 
thing about sacrifice - he had 
loved athletics - was not the 
kind of Commissioner who de- 
pended ou a sophisticated cosl- 
‘ benefit analysis. 

In tbe beginning of his life 
he bad been at school at King's, 
Canterbury, not far from the 
place where he died. The coun- 
ty mattered to him as well as the 
country or the town. From 1985 
to 1990 he was Kent County 
Chairman of the Soldier's, 
Sailors', and Airmen’s Families 
Association (SSAFA). In par- 
allel be was a trustee of the 
World Resource Foundation. 
In thinking and acting locally 
and globally his wife and 
family were his own greatest 
resource. 

-Asa Briggs 
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Evidence obtained under compulsion could be used 


Changing of die 
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I Lectures 

! RoyaJ Society, London SW I: 
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The policy of the Secretary 
of State for Trade and 
industry not to use, in 
criminal proceedings, 
evidence obtained from 
company directors under 
compulsion in the course of 
an investigation under the 
Companies Act was based on 
the privilege against self- 
incrimination. The decision 
of the Secretary of State not 
to extend the policy to 
proceedings brought under 
the Company Directors 
Disqualification Act 1986, 
which were civil in character, 
was not, therefore, irrational. 
Peguia j Secrctar . ol y jie lot 
ana Indurr*. ex pane 
Ueen’S L-wisron 'Cr.jv.ri 
Office Li (Mr lustice ritmeri 
December 1997 


The court dismissed the appli- 
cation of David Austin Mc- 
Cormick for judicial review nt 


the decision ot the Secretary nf 
State for Trade and Industry 
not to review an earlier deci- 
sion to use. in disqualification 
proceedings brought against 
him under section S ol lhe 
Company Directors Disquali- 
fication Act J^So. transcript*, of 
evidence given by him to in- 
spectors appointed under sec- 
tion 432(2) of the Companies 
Act I y 85 to investigate and re- 
port on the a flairs of Atlantic 
Computers pie and Atlantic 
Systems pic. companies ol 
which he had been a director. 

Miinhi.'H l W/iwjp »/l hr\it /Weto/ht 
the- applicant, -t H II. i iuid \ ,i>iJ 
J,niic\ faiJic i Tn a.\im Miction fm 
die .S'rtwwn 1 •/ Suae. 

Mr Justice Rimer said that the 
case against the applicant was 
in pan based upon the inspec- 
tors' report, hut the Secretary 
„f State also relied on the 


transcripts ol evidence given lo 
the inspectors by the directors. 

The admissibility of those 
transcripts was recognised at 
common law. but was put be- 
yond doubt by section 434 of 
the l‘W5 Act. The applicant 
contended, however, that be- 
cause they recorded evidence 
( ibtaincd from him under com- 
pulsion of law it was unfair (hat 
the Secretary uf blaic should be 
allowed to use them against 
him in the proceedings. 

The applicant had already 
at tempted unsuccessfully to 
present the use ol the tran- 
xrnpts. hy a summons issued in 
the disqualification proceed- 
ings. I IK si iliciu ns had then, in 
correspondence, invited the 
Secretary ol Stale lo review the’ 
decision to use the transcripts, 
relying on a policy developed 
I, .11, .u mg the decision of the 
European ( ouri ot Human 


Rights in Saunders v United 
Kingdom 11977] BCC 872 not 
lu use, against an accused in 
criminal proceedings, tran- 
scripts of evidence given under 
compulsion to inspectors. 

The issue before the court 
was whether the Secretary of 
Stale's decision was irrational. 
Saunders r United Kingdom and 

the new policy witli regard to the 

use of compelled evidence in 
criminal proceedings was at the 
heart of the applicant's com- 
plaint. ft was submitted lhal Lhe 
policy applied to disqualification 
proceedings because they were 
pr« ipcrlv t« 1 be characterised as 
criminal proceedings. Whilst it 
was admitted that domestic 
law characterised Lbem as 
civil proceedings, w'hat mat- 
tered was how the European 
Court of Human Rights would 
characterise them in applying 
the law applicable to the Eu- 


ropean Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms. 

However, in EDC v United 
Kingdom (unreported, 26 Feb- 
ruary 1997) the European 
Commission on Human Rights 
had taken the view that dis- 
qualification proceedings con- 
stituted a dispute over “dvil 
rights and obligations" for the 
purposes of Article 6.1 of the 
Convention. Thai supported 
the Secretary of State's opin- 
ion Lhat lhe European Court of 
Human Rights would he like- 
ly to regard (he present dis- 
qualification proceedings as 
essentially different in charac- 
ter from the criminal pro- 
ceedings in Saunders v United 
Kingdom, and entitled her to ar- 
rive al lhe conclusion that the 
upholding of the privilege 
against self-incrimination in 
criminal proceedings, which 


was Lhe whole basis of the de- 
cision in Saunders »* Untied 
Kingdom, hud no directly anal- 
ogous application to civil dis- 
qualification proceedings which 
would justify the extension of 
the current policy to them. 

The applicant's alternative 
submission was that even if dis- 
qualification proceedings were 
to be classified as civil pro- 
ceedings the intended use of the 
transcripts would be profoundly 
unfair. Disqualification pro- 
ceedings were not, however, or- 
dinary civil proceedings. They 
were brought in the public in- 
terest and it was important that 
they should be effective. Fair- 
ness was not to be assessed sim- 
ply by examining the position 
through the eyes of one party 
to the pnxeeding^.The decision 
of the Secretary of State could 
not be regarded as irrational. 

- Kate O'Hanlon, banister 




THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 15 IANUARY 1*1*3 

22 


22/LEADER & LETTERS 


Make it safe, but a menu means choice 



EDITOR: ANDREW MARK. 

DEPUTY EDITOR; COLIN HUGHES. 
ADDRESS; 1 CANADA SQJJARE. 


CANARY WHARF. 
LONDON £14 5DL 
TELEPHONE; 0171 2*3 2000 
OR 0171 345 2000 
FAX: 0171 293 2435 
OR 0171-345 2435 


In the risk society, the consumer’s best 
friend is her common sense, bolstered by 
as much relevant information as package 
labels and restaurant menus can bear 
about the provenance and handling of the 
food we buy. No purchase will be entire- 
ly safe. Consumers can never be ab- 
solved from their responsibility to make 
up their own minds about cuts of meat, 
allergenic properties, carcinogens, fat or 
about the cleanliness and reliability of the 
cates and restaurants they patronise. 
Government — now to rake the form of a 
specialist Food Safety Agency - ought to 
be an enhancer of choice. Prohibition is 
easy -but unacceptable and probably un- 
workable. More difficult is to oversee the 
food chain in such a way as to allow in- 
formed choice to be made in kitchen and 
restaurant about what to eat and how. 

During its nine months in office Labour 
has been charged with nannyism. The com- 
plaint was loudly articulated when Mr Cun- 
ningham banned beef on the bone. In fact 


that decision was justified - pending fur- 
ther elucidation of the link between BSE 
and analogous human disease. But the 
Government should look to this new 
agency as a means of dispelling its 
Cromwellian, interfering reputation: its 
task ought not to be the regulation of con- 
sumers but the enforcement of standards 
on the food producing and processing in- 
dustries in order to support maximum free- 
dom of choice. 

The new agency has allies. Local au- 
thority environmental health officers do 
sterling work, often on tight budgets; they 
are the front-line troops in Lbe struggle to 
keep restaurants up to scratch. It is up to 
the public to chivvy their local councillors 
to spend enough to keep this vital service 
goipg. Sainsbury and Tesco and the oth- 
er big food retailers, themselves agents of 
change and choice in what we eat. exist 
in a highly competitive market; food 
safety is in their interest, provided con- 
sumers are alert and prepared to vote with 


their feet. The Food Safety Agency will 
work best as an impresario, with the pub- 
lic as its principal actors. Only if we aQ be- 
come more vigilant about our health, more 
prepared to monitor episodes of food poi- 
soning and investigate their causes will 
standards rise. Take restaurant meals, in 
their increasing number such an impres- 
sive index of our increasing affluence. How 
often do consumers even ask to be allowed 
to inspect a restaurant's kitchens- the very 
prospect would call some cooks smartly 
to attention. Butchery need not be the in- 
visible art it has become - when was the 
last time we peeped behind the plastic cur- 
tain at the supermarket? 

In this perspective the exact nature of 
the agency as a public body is probably less 
important than its philosophy as a col- 
laborator with the public in ensuring 
high standards of food preparation and 
presentation. In the risk society, we often 
show a dismaying tendency to try to 
slough off the management of risks on 


others, especially government and the 
courts. The Food Safety Agency cannot 
operate alone. How it is administered doe 
of course matter. It would be have helped, 
yesterday, if the announcement of its birth 
had featured health secretary as promi- 
nently as agriculture minister. Jack Cun- 
ningham did not entirety explain how this 
agency will avoid the perils of depart- 
mentalism, able to present its own reports 
to ministers yes, but still dependent on the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food for its annual budget and personnel- 
That is important because the creation 
of the agency ought to be only a part of 
Labour's policy for food. A major element 
in that is doing less to achieve more. Like 
pay ing less in subsidies for the production 
of foodstuffs for which no market exists. 
This spring the British presidency of the 
European Union ought to be an occasion 
for loud and insistent criticism of the Com- 
mon Agricultural Policy, that blight on the 
European landscape. Eveiyone knows 


ie expansion of the EU isfe^com- 
romised by Mure to end the CAP; that 
ie EITs budget is impossible as long as 

i exists. Britain should say that abroad, 

. nywomment should tell 



rmers the days oi 

ent are over. Instead ofwonymg about . 
triad tuze as an industry - what, pre- 
mabty, Maff exists to do- the Govern- 
ed should concern itself with the rural * 
evironment. in thebroadest sense. There 
e cultures, human as well ns plant and 
limal, which deserve protection. But the 
gaps is not blanket subsidies. 

How farms are run ought to be less and 
ss the object of state attention. The role 
government - and the Food Safety 
gency could be an effective instrument 
is to erect a series of checkpoints and 
oniroring stations along the chain, in- 
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THE JAPANESE CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
MILLENNIUM DOME CAUSES A ST IK 


WE'RE VERY. VERY SORRY. 

WE PONT KNOW WHAT 
CAME OVER NS. WE ALL 
MAKE MISTAKES. YOU KNOW 
HOW IT IS . AH WELL .NEVER 
MIND- NO AMOUNT OF MONEY 

can compensate for our 

BEHAVIOUR — ANP THAT'S 
WHAT WE'RE OFFERING.- NO 
AMOUNT OF MONEY. HA ! HA ! 
JUST A LITTLE JOKE THERE 
TO SHOW WE HAVE SENSE 
OF HUMOUR... 
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Welfare victims 

Sir: The Prime Minister is right 
to pursue a radical overhaul of 
our welfare provisions (reports, 
14 January). I was a member of 1 
the Social Justice Commission 
whose report began toe process 
of fresh t hinking . The Gov- 
ernment needs to be support- 
ed in tackling this task. 

Far too many people have 
for too long been locked in de- 
pendency of state benefits. The 
debilitating effect this can have 
on toe dignity of both toe adults 
and children caught in this sys- 
tem is manifest to all who have 
to deal with toe bizarre world 
of the present benefits culture. 
The central and sole aim of all 
reform must be to improve the 
quality of life of the individuals 
and families dependent on toe 
current arrangements by res- 
cuing them from this bondage. 
All other conditions, including 
financial ones coming from toe 
Treasury, must be subsidiary. 

The damage done to gen- 
erations by the present system 
cannot be undone overnight. 
Recovering people's self-worth 
and confidence in their ability 
to contribute to their families, 
to the community and at work 
requires investment of re- 
sources and skill Above all it 
requires a change of culture. 

If the Government can 
make significant steps towards 
this end it will, in terms fitted 
for the 21st century, have made 
sense of the principles set out 
by William Beveridge. It was he 
who saw welfare as enabling 
people to return to work. It is 
in the interests of the whole 
community that the Prime Min- 
ister succeeds. 

The Right Rev JOHN- 

GLADWIN 
Bishop of Guildford 

Sin The only welfare reforms 
that will “work” are those based 
on toe deep sense of fairness 
God has implanted in each 
human being made in his im- 
age. We all know we are born 
with very different "life 
chances". The main reason 
that our political leaders have 
got to where they are is because 
they inherited, through do mer- 
it of their own, natures and nur- 
tures which have ensured rich 
pickings for them from the ed- 
ucational, cultural and em- 
ployment cake. It is nonsense 
to suppose that they have 
“earned” their success. Let's 
stop pretending that if onty we 
all tried a little harder we could 
all make it in toe way they have. 

Those of us who happen to 


hove inherited ambitious stable 
parents, decent education, mid- 
dle-class competitive values 
and the virtual certainty of be- 
ing employed in good work 
should view them as national as- 
sets (like North Sea oil) from 
which all should benefit Those 
of us who have been given 
much cannot avoid toe obliga- 
tion to share it generously with 
others via toe fairest system 
available, namely a level of 
personal taxation and redistri- 
bution that ensures a fair and 
decent quality of life for all. 
None of this prevents appro- 
priate welfare reform so that 
money is wisely spent and gen- 
uine waste reduced. 

Any other system, including 
compulsory private provision 
by the well-off, will in the end 
be seen to be unfair with dis^ 
astro us consequences for social 
cohesion. 

7Tie Rev CHRIS BRICE 
Director, Christian Action and 
Response in Society 
Diocese of London 
London SW1 


Islands of peace 

Sir The British Archipelago 
has been waiting 2,000 years for 
an institution to balance com- 
peting national and regional 
interest What better way to cel- 
ebrate the millennium than toe 
Council of toe Isles (“Ireland: 
there is a solution”, 13 January)? 

But the project must involve 
wider regional interests through 
links to English devolution. 1 can 
think of no reason why the new 
mayor of London should not sit 
on the council to represent the 
London Irish, but we can also 
look to more exciting times 
when toe council looks at wider 
issues than toe Irish question. 
What about a place for toe 
Manx government to discuss 
pollution in the Irish sea? What 
if, say, Stirling, Sunderland and 
Sligo compete for investment in 
a new semi-conductor plant? 

The difficulties will be 
tremendous but toe opportu- 
nities limitless. 

JON SUTCLIFFE ' 

London SW16 


Sir The proposed Council of 
the Isles needs a site, and 
where better than that most 
Irish of English cities, Liver- 
pool? It is mid-way between 
Dublin, Belfast, Edinburgh, 
Cardiff and London and has 
largely overcome its sectarian 
past 

DAVID JOHNSTON 
Leeds 

On the road 

Sir Older drivers contribute to 
a very small fraction of deaths 
from road crashes. It was with 
concern that 1 read your report 
(lOJamiaiy)ofacall from the 
Royal Society for toe Preven- 
tion of Accidents for regular 
health checks on older drivers. 

Driving is of great impor- 
tance to older people. Loneli- 
ness. lower life satisfaction and 
lower activity levels are linked 
with toe Joss of driving ability 
among elderly people. Howev- 
er, much policy on older drivers 
is negative, concentrating on se- 
lecting those who should not dri- 


ve rather than rehabilitating and 
enabling those with age-related 
disability to continue driving. 

Medical screening is - a re- 
flection of these negative poli- 
cies. Not only do we lack reliable 
and sensitive assessment tools, 
but screening may also be harm- 
ful to older drivers. In Finland 
there is regular age-related 
medical certification of fitness 
to drive. There is no reduction 
in toe number of older people 
dying in car crashes but an in- 
crease in the number of those 
dying as pedestrians and cyclists. 
Dr DESMOND O’NEILL 
Centre for Mobility 
Enhancement 
Meath Hospital 
Dublin 

Sin You quote the recommen- 
dation of RoSPA that doctors 
check older drivers more care- 
fully. The real issue is not one 
of age, but of competence. The 
huge cost, financial and emo- 
tional of road accidents should 
be addressed by a government 
measure requiring all drivers. 


young and old, to take a retest 
of skills and awareness at, say, 
five-yearly intervals. 

ANNIE HENRY 
London W10 

Sin Mark Ormiston (letter, 9 
January) is incorrect in assum- 
ing that classic cars are fuel-hun- 
gry. My 1946 MG regularly 
achieves 40mpg and comfortably 
reaches toe exhaust emission 
standards of the last cars built 
without catalytic converters. 

Since toe foel/air mixture of 
catalyst-fitted cars is deliberately 
set rich to give lower nitrogen 
oxide levels and catalysts only 
function when they have 
reached working temperature, 
over a three-mile journey (toe 
average car journey in toe UK), 
starting from cold, a compara- 
ble, correctly tuned, classic car 
is almost certainly less polluting 
than a car fitted with a catalyst 
RICHARD BROWN 
Heathfield, East Sussex 

Sir. Nigel Seymer and Carlton 
Reid (Letters, 10 January) take 


me to task over my suggestion ( 8 
January) that vehicles capable of 
zero emissions will reduce con- 
gestion. The reasoning is that 
when such vehicles are on stream 
it will be feasible for towns and 
dties to exriude all but zero-emis- 
sion vehicles from their centres. 
This could happen now, but 
with city centres in a fight to the 
finish with out-of-town mega- 
centres, a zero-emissions policy 
could be a step too ter. 
Professor PETER F SMITH 
Chairman, Environment and 
Planning Committee 
Royal Institute of British 
.Architects 
London W1 

Laptop dunces 

Sin Thousands of executives 
use laptops every day by typing 
on toe keyboard. It is a dismal 
reflection on the IT s kills of 
politicians that the new minis- 
terial red-laptops (report, 13 
January) are voice operated. 
PAUL WAITER 
Newbury Berkshire 


Islamic perspectives 

Sin Randhir Singh Bams (letter, 
12 January) expresses doubts 
about our ability to deliver the 
national curriculum in the two 
newly state-funded Muslim 
schools. We “cannot be serious" 
about “integrating toe Islamic 
ethos into toe [cumculum] ” he 
Naims, and he's right Such a 
move would be difficult and not 
altogether desirable. 

What we will and can do, 
however, is to deliver the na- 
tional curriculum from within ^ 
the Isl ami c ethos and perspec- 
tive of the schools. This will en- 
sure that the education on offer 
will be broad, balanced and Is- 
lamic What your correspondent 
calls “a narrow Islamic educa- 
tion” is a contradiction in terms. 
IBRAHIM HEWITT 
Development Officer 
Association of Muslim Schools 
of United Kingdom and Eire 
Leicester 

Sin Algeria is only an extreme 
case of the troubles caused by 
the Western policy of preferring 
dictatorships to democratical- 
ly elected Islamic governments. 
For the sake of world peace, 
sooner or later countries with 
Muslim majorities must be al- 
lowed to choose their rulers 
freely. 

There is no reason for an Is- 
lamicaUy inspired government 
to be xenophobic like that of 
Iran, nor medieval like that of 
Af ghanis tan. Islam is a great and 
varied civilisation, with many 
precedents on which to draw. 
There are eight major versions 
of Sharia law, each of them in- 
cluding many enlightened rul- 
ings. There is even a basis for 
democracy, for toe Kharijites 
were advocating universal suf- 
frage soon after the death of the 
Prophet and long before toe 
idea resurfaced in Europe. 

PJ STEWART 
Oxford 

James and witches l 

Sir Don Howe (letter, 8 Jan- 
uary) cites James I as a witch- 
burner. He was toe autoor of 
a book on demonology and 
took an active part in the no- 
torious case of 159 1 . However, 
in 1605 he personalty examined 
Anne Gunter, who had claim ed 
that she was suffering from de- 
monic possession. Eventually 
she confessed she had faked 
everything. Janies revised ins 
ideas on witches and no longer 
encouraged their persecution. 
ALAN FORGAN 
Guildford, Surrey 


There was an early victory for the plaintiff and the judge handed over a fiver 



MILES 

KINGTON 


A most extraordinary case is go- 
ing on in the Hi gh Court, which 
has been brought by a news- 
paper reader against his news- 
paper. If the reader wins the 
case, it could cost the newspa- 
per millions of pounds. The 
reader claims, simply, that the 
newspaper is no longer a news- 
paper in any meaningful mean- 
ing of the word, and should 
cease passing itself off as such. 

You will get some flavour of 
the trial with this extract from 
Monday’s proceedings ... 
Counsel: Your name is Higgs? 
Higgs; It is. 

Counsel: And what is your first 
name, Mr Higgs? 

Higgs: Higgs has always been 
my name. There was never any 
other name which I had before 


it. It always has been and still 
is my first name. . 

Counsel: No, I don’t mean first 
name in that sense. I mean, in 
the sense of a first name being 
a Christian name. What is your 
Christian name? 

Higgs: There is nothing 
unchristian about the name 
Higgs, I hope. 

Counsel; No, I suppose not In 
that case, what is your fore- 
name? 

Higgs: George, 

Counsel: So your name is 
George Higgs? 

Higgs: Partly. 

Counsel: How can your name 
be partly George Higgs? 
Higgs: Because there is more 
of it that you have left out. 
Counsel You mean - your full 


name is longer than that? 
Higgs: Appreciably. 

Counsel: So, what is your full 
name? 

Higgs: My full name is George 
B. R. Higgs. 

Counsel: What does the B. 
stand for? 

H ig gs : Td ... I’d rather not say. 
Counsel: Why not? 

Higgs: Because you might 
laugh. 

Counsel: Mr Higgs, there is no 
danger of that. This is a very se- 
rious court of law. 

Higgs: Then I can tell you that 
the B stands for Brenda. 
Counsel: Brenda? 

(He roars with laughter). 
Higgs: My Lord, is he allowed 
to laugh at my answers? 
Judge: Only if they are funny. 


If laugh ter were not allowed in 
court, who would ever laugh at 
my jokes? 

Counsel: That’s very good, my 
Lord! Nice one! 

(He roars with laughter again.) 
Judge: That wasn't a joke, you 
fooL Now get on with iL 
Counsel Very good, my Lord. 
Now, Mr Higgs, are you seri- 
ously asking the court to believe 
that the B in your initials stands 
for Brenda? 

Higgs: Yes. I was given a girl’s 
name among others because my 
parents hoped I would be a girl 
Counsel: Come, come, Mr Hig- 
gs. By the time you were named 
you had been born and they 
must have known your gender. 
Higgs: Ah, but they never gave 
up hope. They wanted a girl 


very badly. They thought that 
one day I might grow up to want 
to change sex, and have an op- 
eration, and become a woman, 
and then they would have a girl 
after alL Called Brenda. 
Counsel I see. What does the 
R stand for? 

Higgs: Fd rather not say. 
Counsel: Ah! Another girl’s 
name, is it? 

Higgs: No. 

Counsel: Boy's name, then? 
Higgs: No. 

Counsel Come. Mr Higgs! It 
must be one or the other! 
Higgs: Not necessarily. 

Judge: Mr Higgs. I have 
presided over many many tri- 
als, and seen many witnesses, 
plaintiffs and defendants give 
their names, but I have never 


yet come across one which 
could not be assigned to either 
sex. I am prepared to wager that 
toe name concealed by the let- 
ter R is no different. 

H i g g s : How much? 

Judge: £5. Now, I am extremely 
curious to hear what the R 
stands for. Come - tell us! 
Higgs: It does not stand for any- 
thing. It is merely an initiaL My 
full name is George Brenda R. 
Higgs. 

Counsel: But why on earth 
would your parents give you an 
initial instead of a name? 
Higgs: 7b save me embarrass- 
ment. If they had not inserted 
an "R", my initials would have 
been G.B.H. 

Judge: That is true. Here’s a 
fiver. 
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Higgs: Thank you, my Lord. 
Counsel: Now, Mr George 
Brenda R. Higgs, it is your con- 
tention that the Daily Post, 
which styles itself a national 
newspaper, is in fact no such 
thing. Am I correct? 

Higgs: Indeed. Most of its con- 
tents is not news, and what lit- 
tle there is is inaccurate. If toe 
Daily Post took as much trou- 
ble over investigating anything 
as you have showed merely in 
checking my name, then I 
would have a little more faith 
in it 

Tm afraid we joined the tri * 
al a little early to get any of the 
JuO meat, so I think well have 
another extract tomorrow from 
this fascinating test case. . 
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Blair’s new roadshow 
faces a bumpy path 



POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

EMPTY RHETORIC 
OF WELFARE REFORM 


Tonight Tboy Blair opens his great welfare 
reform roadshow, designed to soothe Labour 
Party doubters. But how do you calm the 
nerves of the troops when the policy still isn't 
decided, nor even the basic principles 
thrashed out? 

He will start with a list of scary statistics 
to make the flesh creep. In 1971 only 18p 
in the £ went on welfare, now it’s 30p. Hor- 
rors! That’s why reform is essential, he’ll say, 
with some stem stuff about his determina- 
tion to see it through. This is a dangerous- 
ly ill-judged approach, raising wild 
expectations on the right and deep fears on 
the left of some great cut. But there won’t 
be. There will be sensible readjustment, redi- 
recting small sums from those who don’t need 
it to those who do. There is no crock of gold 
hiding inside the DSS. and we spend less than 
anyone in Europe. 

Frank Field, Minister for Welfare Reform, 
will also be on his feet tonight at an altogether 
different gathering, part of his strange ro- 
mance with the right. He will give the sec- 
ond annual Keith Joseph Memorial Lecture, 
the first having been delivered by the 
Baroness Thatcher, no less. 

However, Field will say something which 
we should greet with a great sigh of relief. 
He will say there will be no Big Bang in wel- 
fare reform after all. Phew! Par any Big Bang 
was bound to blow up in Labour’s face. This 
is an about-turn for Field, who in an inter- 
view wiLb me at the party conference said 
he was keeping his Green Paper under his 
hat because the policy was, in his own words 
“A Big Bang". It was to be a total philoso- 
phy of welfare, which is about as achievable 
as the Hitchhiker's Guide's “meaning of life, 
the universe and everything." 

. Sg Field’s Qrecp Paper has been taken 
away by Blair's new Cabinet Committee to 
be turned into a much needed practical list 
of sensible reforms ( as yet undecided). Har- 
riet Hannan is wisely talking of “radical evo- 
lution", gradually nipping and tucking from 
the better off and giving more to those with 
nothing. 

But there are great dangers ahead and, as 
ever, they come from the Treasury. Gordon 
Brown threatens to inflict further damage, fol- 
lowing his disastrous intransigence on lone 
parent cuts. Has he learned his lesson? 
There’s no sign of it. Ominously and unusu- 
ally, a top Treasury official has just been made 
head of the Department of Social Securiiy. 

Despite near universal criticism. Brown 
is still insisting on his daft Working Fami- 
lies Tax Credit. It will replace Family Cred- 
it, with no gain to anyone. However, the 
300,000 wives who lose out will create a big 
fuss. He should be warned - although it’s 
complex, the backbenchers will eventually 
get their min d round this. The danger is that 
many reforms will be of exactly that ilk - big 
rows for scant gain. 


In attacking benefits wasted on the rich. 
Harriet Harman was absolutely right to pro- 
pose an affluence test. But she was ill-ad- 
vised to chose maternity benefit as an 
example, although the extreme Nicola Hor- 
Uck case was tempting. For maternity ben- 
efit. as our Minister for Women should know. 
is not a benefit in the ordinary sense, but a 
working conditions equaliser between men 
and women. It guarantees that women, like 
men. will not be financially penalised for their 
biological function as child-hearer. Maybe 
the Employment budget should pay, maybe 
employers should bear the burden, but ex- 
pect an explosion if this is simply cut Of 
course the one-fifth of working women who 
gei nothing deserve maternity rights too, but 
why is the only source of money from hard- 
won women’s rights? What’s more, it only 
saves a piffling £50m. Is it really worth the 
fight? 

Forty-four per cent of the DSS budget 
goes to pensioners. The right riling to do 
would be to declare that the well-off will lose 
the state pension in, say. fifteen years time. 
That’s been ruled out: although like Norman 
Fowler’s crucial reform of Serps, it should 
be done for the sake of the future. Howev- 
er. Labour will inch towards targeting in- 
creases on the poorest, not the richest, 
sensibly creating a growing two-tier pension 
system. 

Real money could be saved in disabili- 
ty which takes up 25 per cent of the DSS 
budget, if the mystery could be solved of 
the six fold increase in claimants when 
there’s no evidence of worse health. And 
should the rich get anything from the state 
for being sick? Fifteen per cent of disabil- 
ity benefit is paid to the top quarter rich- 
est people. 

Some ground rules are emerging. First, 
no existing claimants, rich or poor, will have 
their benefits cut (which means savings will 
come in slowly.) Second, new cuts will not 
hit the poor reforms will hit the better off. 
At a snails pace, we shaD move towards abol- 
ishing most benefits for those who don’t need 
them. Child Benefit and it s possible taxa- 
tion, will probably stay on the back burner 
for a biL 

But the longer and harder Blair looks at 
it. the clearer it will be to him that welfare 
reform is no gold mine. Trimming a few ec- 
centricities won’t save much. There is no cri- 
sis in welfare spending - the crisis in 
confidence is caused by the politicians. 
Blair included. Harriet Harman is not con- 
ducting a revolution, but simply doing w hat 
any minister in charge of so much money 
should do - weeding its herbaceous borders, 
pruning dead heads, and replanting the aaps. 
Essentia! if people are to trust that the mon- 
ey is well spent. 

No. if Brow-n wants to get his hands on 
real money for his many urgent needs, he 
will have to eat a few of his own words. The 
hard choices are all his. He can’t budge on 
income tax, but he could reneg on his word 
and raise £5bn by lifting the ceiling on Na- 
tional Insurance contributions, making the 
rich pay according to their means. Instead 
of picking on, say, better off working moth- 
ers, he should cast his net equally among all 
the better off. He could make the self-em- 
ployed pay their fair share of National In- 
surance. Money is there for the taking-bul 
very little of it from welfare reform. 

Tonight, Tony Blair should calm fears and 
lower expectations. Stop all this wild talk and 
put the subject away out of sight until it's 
been decided what to do. Then present the 
whole package with a clear and coherent 
theme - a redistributive message, but low key. 
No more stoking up expectation of a tiger, 
when a neat and sensible mouse is the more 
likelv outcome. 


‘Alex is an insecure, self-involved, 
artsy borderline alcohoic ’ 



WALSH 



This is the tale of two men and 
one obsession. One man is 
Alex James, who plavs bass with 
the rock hand Blur. Mr James 
has black hair that flops over his 
eyes and an air of studied in- 
souciance. On slow evenings in 
the rock n' roll calendar, he can 
be found in fashionable 
London clubs, act- 
ing cool and 
playing bil- 
liards with 
Stephen Fiy 
and other 
literary 
night- 
hawks. The 
other man 
is Dennis 
Cooper 
(picutred be- 
low), a fortv- 
something Californian 
writer with a reputation for 
shock tactics. He writes short, 
stark novels with zippy 
monosyllabic titles 
( Try. Frisk. Closer) 
and recurring 
themes of 
paedophilia, 
murder, 
eviscera- 
tion. sadis- 
tic fantasy 
and foren- 
sicallv-de- 
scribed gay- 
sex. He’s like V 
Brel Easton Ellis s 
but without the, you 
know, charm. 

Now then. In Cooper’s new- 
novel. ( juiJe . his usual stock 
company ol priapic junkies 
includes a chap called Mason, 
who is obsessed with a musi- 
cian called “Alex Johns", the 
bassist in a hand called 
“Smear" /its oihcr members 


are called Damon. Graham 
and Dave. Mr Cooper does not 
tax his imagination when it 
comes to names). Both Mason 
and ihe narrator (who’s called 
•‘Dennis’’) enjoy violent fan- 
tasies about having sex with 
Alex. In one dream episode, on 
page 64, “Dennis" imagines 
killing the Britpop Adonis at 
the point of climax (“I bury the 
blade, then drag it down to his 
groin 

The book is out in March, 
but proof copies have been 
available for a couple of weeks. 
Someone at the publishing 
house, alert to the correspon- 
dences with real life, sent a copy 
of Guide to the Blur offices, 
where, instead of ignoring the 
book as the outpourings of a 
sicko fan, AJex James became 
intrigued by it. It’s easy to see 
why. Along with all the fanta- 
sy stuff he could, for example, 
read whole paragraphs of im- 
pertinent character-analysis 
about himself (“Alex, twenty- 
eight, is an insecure, self-in- 
volved. artsy borderline 
alcoholic, with a blandly witty 
manner, passable musical tal- 
ents, amazing luck and this 
humungous IQ ...") and a 
lengthy description of how Ma- 
son meets "Alex Johns” in the 
street one day. invites him into 
his apartment, spikes his Pep- 
si with Rophypnol and. when 
he’s unconscious, rolls him 
onto his stomach and removes 
his ... But perhaps you get the 
picture. 

Blur. I'm told, 
passed the book 
from hand to 
band, 

amazed by 
such 

bizarre and 



Are they by any chance related? On the left, a detail from Georges de La Tour’s The 
Cheat with the Ace of Diamonds’ and on the right, Gaynor Regan 


intrusive 
fictionalis- 
ing. Even- 
tually Alex 
James, simul- 
taneously flat- 
tered and alarmed, 
expressed a desire to 
meet the author. And his wish 
is to come true. Next week. 
Cooper flics into London for 
a round of pre-publi- 
cation interviews. 
One of them 
will be with 
The Idler 
magazine. 
The inter- 



viewer s 
□3 me is 
AJex James. 
Both men 
are reported- 
ly “terrified'’ by 
the prospect of 
encounter. 

I've been gazing at pho- 
tographs of Gaynor Regan for 
days now. and trying to decide 
where I've seen her before. 
Last August, when Robin 
Cook's iendrvs.se for his Com- 
mons secretary was revealed to 
ihe world, Ms Regan had the 


look of a domesticated rock 
chick. Her long brown hair was 
swept In a girlish fringe across 
her forehead. Her expression 
was one of pleasant if calcu- 
lated neutrality, as she was 
snapped beside the Foreign 
Secretary overlooking the East- 
bourne sands during the 
Labour Party conference. She 
seemed nervous but rather 
proud of herself, in a stand-by- 
your-man kind of way. Frve 
months later, depite a new 
home in Carlton Gardens, cen- 
tral London, and an assurance 
of marriage, she looks very dif- 
ferent. She looks haunted, 
pissed off and intensely suspi- 
cious of press, politicians, cam- 
eras. pundits and well-wishers 
alike. But where has that com- 
bination appeared before - 
the moony face, the long nose, 
the pinched little mouth, the 
shifty sidelong gaze? It’s a 
classically medieval face, one 
you’d see on Renaissance 
saints. Piero della Francesca’s 
virgins, or one of Gerard 
David's serving girls ... Final- 
ly I tracked it down. Ms Regan 
is the living embodiment of the 
lady card shark in Georges de 
La Tour’s The Cheat with the 
Ace of Diamonds , which bangs 
in the Louvre: the image of a 
woman who’s got all the right 
cards, the cash, the clothes 
and the necklace, but who 
can’t shake off the suspicion 
that she’s somehow being tak- 
en fora sucker ... 

Everywhere you look, people 
are going on courses. On Tues- 
day. both the Times and the 
Telegraph ran long stories about 
the North Yorkshire Training 
and Enterprise Council's use- 
ful new course on How to Stuff 


a Duvet into a Duvet Cover. 
(Personally I find a small child 
of about six invaluable in this 
endeavour, much as the Victo- 
rians used to send the little 
beasts up the manorial chimney 
to dean the flues). Shocking 
news comes in about a Scottish 
College of Holistic Medicine 
and its lively but expensive 
(£859) diploma course in Ther- 
apeutic Massage, on which all 
the students have to strip naked 
on Day One. I myself spent the 
first week in January on a 
cookery course, conquering my 
fears of inadequacy with prof- 
iteroles. 

It strikes me that, if the De- 
partment for Education and 
Employment were to take the 
North Yorkshire TEC’s exam- 
ple seriously, they could erad- 
icate many of the ills that 
frustrate us and drive us to- 
wards early cardiac arrests. All 
it would take is a bit of organ- 
isation - a word of advice here, 
or an hour of tuition in certain 
skills. The most obvious cours- 
es to start with are: Finding A 
Parking Space in Soho (one 
hour). Opening The Carrier 
Bags in Safeways While Your 
Groceries Are Rumbling To- 
wards You In An Unstoppable 
Avalanche (twenty minutes). 
Living With The Fear That 
You Will One Day Be Decap- 
itated By The Overhead Fan In 
A Wine Bar (two months), Re- 


moving a New Toothbrush 
From Its Box Without Using 
Your Tbeth (three days) and 
Learning to Enjoy OK Com- 
puter by Radiohead (one 
month). Any more suggestions 
out there? 

From Israel, we hear there arc 
stern discussions going on. 
concerning the ethics of Jew- 
ish people picking their noses 
on the Sabbath. It’s weird buL 
true. A rabbi called Ovadia 
Yosef has applied to the bum- 
ble subject of nasal excavation 
all the rabbinical fury more 
usually directed at interracial 
marriage. Picking your nose 
too determinedly, he argues, 
may uproot nose hairs, in fla- 
grant contravention of Jewish 
laws against shaving, cutting or 
otherwise removing bodily hair 
on the Sabbath. Eventually, he 
conceded that compulsive 
pickers mightn't be sinners af- 
ter all. and decided, on the 
whole, not to prohibit their lit- 
tle habit. What absurd weak- 
kneed. bleeding-heart 
liberalism. If the rabbi takes 
the sin of hair-removal seri- 
ously at all, he must ban all 
nostril activity immediately, 
before going on to ban alope- 
cia, combs, coarse-fibre socks 
-and, last but noi least, the act 
of tearing your hair out in a 
frenzy at the foolishness of or- 
ganised religion. 


That special relationship - between Europe and the US 



RUPERT 
CORNWELL 
COOK GOES TO 
WASHINGTON 


Robin Cook is in Wash- 
ington today, and the oc- 
casion is notable for 
reasons far beyond bis 
choice (or in this case 
non-choice) of travelling 
companion. Britain is cur- 
rently president of the 
European Llftion. and our 
Foreign Secretary will be 
there in that capacity. For 
once Britain will be acting 
not as grumpy dog in the 
EU manger yearning for 
a reassuring pat from 
across the Atlantic, but as 
the institutional bridge 
between Europe and 
America - the vety role to 
which its history and cul- 
ture, not to mention the 
present Labour Govern- 
ment, aspire. What a pity. 
Mr Cook will be forgiven 
for musing, that the EU 
Presidency only comes 
round every six or seven 
years, and then for a bare 
six months. 

At a personal level 
too, the omens are set 
fair. He seems to get on 
famously with his oppo- 
site number Madeleine 
Albright, who shares his 
moralistic, and moralis- 
ing, approach to foreign 
policy. But the trip offers 


a chance to strut the cor- 
ridors of global power. 
For reasons having little 
to do with Britain, this 
Presidency could mark a 
new departure in the re- 
lationship between ihe 
EU and the US. 

Up to now. ihal rela- 
tionship - institutionally 
at least - has been a shad- 
ow of what it should be. 
Barring a trade war, sum- 
mit meetings between the 
presidencies of the EU 
and the United States 
have been international 
diplomacy's great invisi- 
bles. When held in the 
US. they were deemed by 
the White House of about 
equal importance to a 
protocol drop-by at the 
Oval Office by the Presi- 
dent of Vanuatu -and by 

the US media as about as 
newsworthy. In Europe, 
they tend to be cobbled 
into a few spare moments 
on the sidelines of a G-7 
summit. And the barely 
disguised lack of interest 
by Messrs Reagan. Bush 
or Clinton was entire!) 

understandable. Trade 
apart, they knew real 
power on the old conti- 
nent still lay not in Brus- 
r.,ic Km in Pans. Bonn 


and London. The alliance 
that mattered was mili- 
tary. When push came to 
shove the European who 
counted in Washington 
was the one who was Sec- 
retary-General of Naio. 

But. I suspect, not lor 
much longer. Perspectives 
are starting lo shill. For 
one thing economics and 
technology, strong suits of 
the EU. increasingly dri- 
ve world affairs - and the 
financial shambles in Asia 
has been a blast nf cold re- 
ality for those arguing 
that America's luture 
straddled the Pacific, not 
the Atlantic. Just a couple 
of days ago. Richard 
Holbrooke. America's in- 

house diplomatic bull- 
dozer. warned of a “very 
rough year" ahead lor 
American foreign policy. 
He wasn't talking about 
ringgits- bahts. President 
Suharto or even China - 
but security flashpoints 
in Europe and ils periph- 
ery: from Yugoslavia, 
through Greece. Turkey 
and Cyprus to the Middle 
East and Iraq, where con- 
frontation wiih Saddam 
Hussein may well lead to 
a 'signifieunl use olTortv 
- Holbrooke -speak lor 


Mtmeihing rather m«*re 
lhan a few Cruise missiles 
fired in the direction ol 
Baghdad. Fun >pc may he 
self-ohsesscd. sludgy and 
underperlorming. But 
righl now it looks a wiser 
and safer hel lhan men- 
dicant Asia. 

Second, the advent oT 
the Euro, whose launch 
arrangements will be 
largely settled during the 
British Presidency, will 
transform the EU. If the 
single currency succeeds, 
the dollar will have a Se- 
rious rival a*» a ghihal fi- 
nancial vehicle. There will 
he a European central 
hank, independent of na- 
tional policy-makers and 
with al least as much clout 
as the Federal Reserve. 
Other common instiiu- 
tions are h» 'und to folk *w . 
Eli enlargement w ill I* >ek 
former Soviet satellites 
nn »re eh iselv inn * Eun »pe 
lhan Nalo membership 
ever w ill. Simullane« uisly. 
if a Union of 2H or more 
is in timclion. individual 
capitals will have to sur- 
render powers ol veto, 
further curtailing their 
ability to defend purely 
national interest v 

So much for the big 


picture. On the details 
too. concerns are moving 
closer. Washington and 
Teheran are gingerly seek- 
ing lo end their private 
cold war. not as quickly as 
as Europe would like, but 
quickly enough perhaps to 
blunt ihe L*S sanctions 
against Iran and all who 
do business with her. 
which so infuriate the Eu- 
ropeans. Both have a mas- 
sive interest in keeping the 
lid on tensions between 
Greece and Turkey, and in 
its handling of entry ne- 
gotiations with Cyprus, 
the ELI will - whether it 
likes it or not - have a vi- 
tal pan to play. And finally 
the Middle East, where a 
stronger European in- 
volvement might just al- 
low wfaal is left of Ihe 
“peace process" to he 
revived. 

The llv in the ointment 
to all this? Paradoxically, 
it could he another diplo- 
matic Inrmulaiion that is 
already undergoing a re- 
vival. I refer to the “spe- 
cial relationship". The 
term was much bandied 
about when Mr Clinton 
paid his impromptu visit 
to London last May u> 
bask in the reflected glo- 


ry of the newly elected 
Tony Blair and underline 
the ideological and per- 
sonal affinities of New 
Democrats and New 
Labour. We will be hear- 
ing even more of it when 
Mr Blair goes to Wash- 
ington in three weeks 
time, for what promises to 
be a touchy-feely extrav- 
aganza of Anglo-Ameri- 
can harmony. 

All of which however 
risks rekindling old 
British illusions - and 
eternal European suspi- 
cions that Britain's com- 
mitment to Europe is less 
than the current holders 
of the Presidency would 
have us believe. The 
doubts exploded last 
month with the row over 
Britain's demand for a 
place in the inner coun- 
cils of the single curren- 
cy it is not joining. So in 
these heady' times, lei 
Messrs Cook and Blair 
not forget what the 
Americans (and they 
Ihemselves) love to re- 
mind us - that Britain’s 
importance to the US is 
a function of its influence 
within Europe. In ^^fash- 
ineton loo. the EU*s hour 
has come. 
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Halifax raises stakes 


in savings war with 
the telephone banks 


The war among Britain's 
retail banks will intensity 
tomorrow when Halifax 
hits bade against its 
rivals with an account 
offering some of the 
highest savings rates yet. 

Andrew Verity and 
Lea Paterson report on the 
ferocious battle among 
lenders sparked by the 
arrival of telephone and 
supermarket banks. 


Halifax wQl fire a shot across the 
bows of the telebanks which are 
enjoying an unexpected flood of 
customers rushing to get inter- 
est rates of more than 7 per cent 
before tax. 

The bank, formerly the 
country's largest building 
society, will offer interest of up 
to 7.85 per cent -where £40,000 
or more is invested. Savers 
who put in over £10,000 will 
receive 73 per cent before tax. 

The move comes amid in- 
creasing evidence that telebanks 
- banks with no branches that 
offer telephone service and high 
rates of interest - are winning a 
significant chunk of the UK's 
£500bn savings market. 

The spread of telebanks has 
put the entire banking sector 
under pressure to hang on to 
deposits. But traditional banks 
and building societies have be- 
gun to despair as retail banking 
becomes much less profitable. 

Woolwich will soon follow 
Halifax in launching a high- 
interest telephone deposit ac- 
count. Standard Life Bank has 
received 25,000 inquiries and 
opened 10.900 new accounts in 
the 10 days since it launched on 
5 January, taking deposits of 
£73m. Tesco’s banking arm. 
whicb opened just over a year 
ago, has 400,000 customers. 
Virgin Direct’s “one-stop shop" 
banking and mortgage account 
Virgin One, wiD also open to the 
public tomorrow, with 10.000 
new customers set to join. 

Mike Ellis, banking and sav- 
ings director at Halifax, said: 
“We know that a growing num- 
ber of customers like the con- 
venience of having an account 
they can operate from their arm- 
chair and which will also reward 
them with competitive interest 
rates. This new savings account 
is a first for the Halifax 3S it pro- 


vides the immediacy and con- 
venience of 24-hour access.” 

The new telebanks were yes- 
terday quick to attack the ac- 
count. A minimum deposit of 
£10,000 would also rale out 
many customers. Further, cus- 
tomers can only withdraw funds 
twice a year, and only to a Hal- 
ifax account 

Meanwhile, savers with Hal- 
ifax's normal, branch-based 
Liquid Gold account receive 43 
per cent on £10,000, falling to 
rates as low as 03 per cent on 
£1 deposits. A spokesman for 
Tesco’s bank said: “They are re- 
ally competing for large de- 
posits such as City bonuses.” 

Halifax, Woolwich and 
others are dearly alarmed by 
the success of the telebanks. Jim 
Spcnwart, m anagin g director of 
Standard Life Bank, said: 
“What they are doing is tying 


Savings rates 


-tor £10.000 deposit 


Halifax Prerrwm 

7.30% 

Standard Ufa 

7.26% 

Scottish Widows 

7.10% 

Salisbury's 

650% 

Tesco 

650% 

Direct Line 

6.65% 

Hafftax Liquid Gold 

4.30% 

Prudential 

4.50% 


money in. They are reacting but 
reacting selectively, and only 
offering better interest to some 
of their customers.” 

Halifax branch managers 
contacted Standard Life to ask 
what was going on after in- 
creasing numbers of customers 
applied to withdraw funds. 
“Banks and building societies 
have been put on guard. They 
have been told about us and 
asked to stop more money 
coming out," Mr Spowart said. 

Martin Campbell, product 
manager at Virgin Direct, crit- 
icised Halifax’s reliance on 
numerous different accounts. 
“From the number of Halifax 
customers who have contacted 
us. I'm sure they must be feel- 
ing the crunch. Hie mistake I 
think they are making is to try 
to use all the separate old jam 
jars as a way to compete. They 
are still trying to fight the war 
with out-of-date weaponry.” 

Traditional banks still cover 
most of their costs by offering 
lower interest to savers than 
they charge to borrowers. Mar- 
gins are now being squeezed 


Profit warning reveals 
Christmas shock for Dixons 


Dixons confirmed City 
fears of a weak electrical 
goods market yesterday 
when it issued a profits 
warning caused by poor 
Christmas sales of items 
such as personal 
computers, wide-screen 
televisions and hi-fi 
systems. Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports. 


Dixons shares crashed 10 per 
cent to 528p when the company 
said profits would be below 
market forecasts. Analysts re- 
duced their estimates from as 
high as £250m to around 
£210m. 

“Christmas was a bit of a 
shock.” said Jonathan Clare, 
Dixons’ chief executive. “A new 
Christmas trading pattern has 
become apparent with a greater 
proportion of consumers 


deferring large purchases until 
the January sale.” 

Sales in the eight weeks to 
1 0 January were down by 4 per 
cent on a same store basis. 
However, this was boosted by 
a surge in spending in the win- 
ter sales as customers delayed 
large purchases. In the six 
weeks to Christmas, Dixons’ 
sales were down by 7 per cent. 
Sales of smaller gift items such 
as computer game consoles, 
software and camcorders were 
well ahead of last year. 

Mr Clare said the problems 
were exaggerated by the build- 
ing society windfall payments of 
the summer which had “sucked 
forward” some spending rather 
than creating incremental sales. 
Higher interest rates were also 
dampening consumer demand, 
be said. He added that the fi- 
nancial turmoil in the Far East 
was likely to have only a minor 
impact on consumer durable 
prices in UK shops as most 


goods were sourced in this 
country. 

Dixons announcement 
came as it reported a 34 per 
cent increase in first-half profits 
to £77. 1m. It also said that 
Robert Shrager, finance direc- 
tor, is to leave at the end of the 
financial year. 

Separately, Monsoon, the 
women's fashion retailer, issued 
its pathfinder prospectus ahead 
of its planned £350m flotation 
next month. It showed that in 
the six months to November, 
tike-for-hke sales were up 5 per 
cent. Analysts believe Christ- 
mas trading and the winter 
sale also went well with sales 8 
per cent up. 

Hamleys, the toy retailer, 
confirmed reports of a late 
rush of shoppers this Christ- 
mas. December sales at the 
flagship Regent Street sales in- 
creased by 7 per cent. The 
Toystack stores saw sales rise 
by 6.6 per cent 





from both sides as mortgage 
rates are put under severe 
downward pressure. 

Industry experts were yes- 
terday unsurprised at Halifax's 
move. In recent years, estab- 
lished financial players, such as 
Halifax and die “big four” high 
street banks, have come under 
fire as low-cost competitors 
have entered the market aided 
by new technology. 

Unlike traditional financial 
players, these new competitors 
do not have expensive branch 
networks. Their low overheads 
allow them to offer far better 
deals than better established 
rivals and still make profits. 

Philip Langguth. a analyst 
specialising in bank issues at 
Mitchell Madison Group, a 
business consultancy, said: 
“The Halifax move doesn't 
surprise me at all. If you look 
at the percentage of banked 
households in the UK, the 
only real way of attracting new 
business is to either play the 
pricing game or to work exist- 
ing accounts more. It's anoth- 
er case of value going to the 
customer.” 

“Playing the deposit rate 
game on its own is unlikely to 
be successful” added Mr Lang- 
guth, who believes banks need 
to offer “a totally new concept” 
in order to persuade customers 
to switch from their existing ac- 
counts. “This is precisely what 
Virgin One is trying to do." 

The UK’s total market in 
personal savings is £508bn, 
£3I9bn of which is held in 
banks and £127bn in building 
societies. A farther £62bn goes 
to National Savings. 

Banks and building soci- 
eties have also seen their share 
of the mortgage market slip. 
Despite offering unprecedented 
deals on fixed-rate loans, they 
have struggled to compete with 
mutuals on variable rams. Brad- 
ford & Bingley and Nationwide 
have vowed to keep their rates 
below 8.1 per cent if interest 
rates hold. Halifax and others 
offer 8.7 per cent or more. 

Traditional lenders now 
maintain that home-buyers pre- 
fer mortgages with fixed rates. 
But even here they are coming 
under pressure. SaviU's Private 
Finance yesterday Launched a 
two-year fixed rate of 3.95 per 
cent On a long-term loan of 
£150,000, borrowers could save 
up to £14,000 by switching to it. 

Outlook, page 25 



Growing demand for crash-test dummies because of European Union support for a programme which tests all new models of car in different 
types of accident helped First Technology achieve a 29 per cent increase in profits for its latest interim period Investment column, page 2 b 


Soros warns of Asian ‘wildfire* as markets rally 


Asia’s battered financial 
markets started their 
slow journey along the 
road to recovery 
yesterday as hopes grew 
that the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
would not suspend its 
£43bn aid package to 
Indonesia. The only fly 
in the ointment was a 
grim warning by George 
Soros, the financier, that 
the crisis could spread 
outside Asia. 


Geoige Soros, the billionaire 
investor who last year criticised 
the way South-east Asian gov- 
ernments ran their economies, 
yesterday warned that the region's 
financial crisis was “a wfldfire that 
has not yet been tamed". 

“Developments in Asia 
have the power to destroy the 
system of world trade,” he 
said, adding that a spill-over of 
the crisis to China and Latin 
America could not be ruled oul 

Mr Soros, in an interview 
with a German newspaper, 
said the crisis showed there was 
a need for tighter regulation of 
the provision of credit. 


His warning did tittle to 
dampen sentiments in the re- 
gion as shares and currencies 
rallied for a second day on op- 
timism that the financial crisis 
might be bottoming oul In- 
donesian markets led the gains, 
with the stock index surging as 
much as 9 per cent and the cur- 
rency strengthening 16 percent 
Meetings between Presi- 
dent Subarto, a US presiden- 
tial envoy and IMF officials 
allayed concern that the IMF 
might suspend more than 
$43bn of aid to encourage the 
government to cut spending 
and deregulate the economy. 


Michel Camdessus, the IMF's 
managing director, said it would 
seek a “dramatic acceleration” of 
reforms in Indonesia, raising 
hopes for a more stringent 
timetable to restore confidence 
in the economy. He is drafti n g a 
new letter of intent on reform to 
be signed in Jakarta, after in- 
creased spending in Indonesia's 
budget last week sparked con- 
cerns that the country was not se- 
rious about reform. 

Markets that slumped on 
Monday extended their rally 
after gains in US stocks on. 
TUesday night. Tokyo's bench- 
mark Nikkei 225 index rallied 


2 per cent, Hong Kong’s bench- 
mark stock index rose 5 per- 
cent, S ingap ore's jumped more 
than 7 percent and Malaysia’s 
gained almost 8 per cent. 

Meanwhile, a confidential 
study by the IMF acknowl- 
edged that an important ele- 
ment of its rescue strategy for 
Indonesia backfired, causing a 
bank panic that helped set off 
financial market declines in 
much of Asia, according to a 
report in the New York Times. 
Instead of inspiring confidence 
as hoped, bank closures helped 
bring Indonesia’sbanking sys- 
tem to the brink of collapse.-,- 


Inflation fears rekindled as 
dole queues hit 17-year low 


STOCK MARKETS 


FTSE100 


With new figures showing 
earnings growth picking 
up as unemployment fell 
further, the Government 
issued a plea yesterday 
for pay restraint The 
signs that the tight jobs 
market is fuelling wage 
inflation revived concern 
about interest rates. 

Diane Cbyte, Economics 
Editor, reports on the 
Bank of England’s 
dilemma. 


The number of people out of 
work fell by 150,000 to 1.85 mil- 
lion between the summer and 
autumn, according to the 
quarterly survey of the labour 
force. The number of unem- 
ployment benefit claimants 
dropped by 28,700 in Decem- 
ber to jusi over 1.4 million, the 
lowest for 17 years. 

This 22nd decline r unning in 
the monthly claimant total was 
accompanied by figures show- 
ing the rise in underlying aver- 
age earnings had eftmbed to 4.75 
percent in November, up from 
43 per cent in October, itself re- 
vised up by a quarter point from 
the first estimate. The Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) said 
higher bonuses in both ser- 
vices and manufacturing and 
more overtime in manufactur- 
ing explained the rise. 

Whatever the explanation, 
it alarmed the financial mar- 
kets, where earlier hopes that 


the Bank of England might not 
raise interest rates again went 
into reverse. The minutes of the 
Monetary Policy Committee’s 
(MPC) meeting in December, 
published yesterday, showed 
that the decision not to raise 
rates then was in order to “wait 
and see” because the economic 
evidence was mixed rather than 
reflecting a view that they had 
already climbed far enough. 

Andrew Smith. Employment 
Minister, welcomed the drop in 
unemployment but warned: 
“Moderation on earnings is 
essential if economic growth is 
to be sustained and jobs growth 
to continue.” He said it was es- 
sential to control costs in com- 
petitive world markets. 

A background note to yes- 
terday's figures issued by the 
Department for Education and 
Employment stressed that they 
were not conclusive evidence of 
inflationary pressure in the 
jobs market. In what could be 
interpreted as a message to the 
MPC, it said there were only a 
few signs of skills bottlenecks, 
and that the pace of decline in 
unemployment might have 
slowed recently. 

David Blunkett, the Educa- 
tion and Employment Secretary, 
announced a new taskforce to 
tackle skills shortages, but said: 
“If we wish to avoid further 
pressure for retrenchment in 
the economy and concomitant 
interest rate rise, we must not 
exaggerate the problems." 

However, yesterday’s batch 
of statistics pointed firmly to a 
very upbeat jobs picture. The 


ONS said unemployment was 
falling, and employment rising, 
at a monthly pace of 20,000 to 
45,000, more than its previous 
“over-cautious” estimate. 

The fall in the quarterly 
labour force survey measure, 
seen as the most reliable indi- 
cator, was the biggest since the 
survey began in early 1984. 
The survey also showed a big 
rise in employment in the latest 
quarter, up by 1 17,000, almost 
all full-time jobs. 

Full-time employment re- 
turned to its highest level in 
more than six years. Part-time 
employment, unchanged during 
the quarter, remained at a 
record level. 

City commentators were 
more concerned about the up- 
ward creep in underlying aver- 
age earnings. The November 
figure, based on an estimate of 
high bonuses in December as 
welL, has matched the bonus- 
related spike seen last year. 

However, if earnings growth 
did not retreat after another 
month or so, analysts said the 
Bank would have to raise inter- 
est rates. The balance of views 
in the City, which bad tilted away 
from expecting an increase after 
signs of weakness in industry ear- 
lier in the week, tilted back the 
other way yesterday. 

The minutes of the MPC’s 
December meeting noted the 
members' sensitivity to accel- 
erating pay. “Concerns about 
skill shortages persisted, and the 
[Bank’s] Agents reported con- 
cerns around the country of 
emerging wage pressures.” 
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Bookies look forward to a World Cup winner next summer 





The gambling industry 
looks set to net millions of 
pounds of profits from 
this summer’s football 
World Cup in France, 
according to leading 
bookies. Andrew Yates 
reports on an imminent 
betting bonanza. 


Ladbroke, the UK’s largest book- 
maker, estimates that punters will bet 
a total of £lO0m on the tournament. 
Stanley Leisure, the casino and betting 
shop group, yesterday backed up the 
industry's buoyant forecasts by pre- 
dicted that it alone would make more 
than £3m in extra sales. 

Nick Batram. leisure analyst at 
Grcig Middleton, said: “More and 
more people are betting on football 


matches. This Worid Cup is likely to be 
the best ever for the betting industry.” 

Stanley revealed ii had a £40m war 
chest and is eyeing up more betting 
shop acquisitions in the UK. It is also 
planning to expand overseas by open- 
ing a casino in Cyprus and growing its 
betting business from an initial trial in 
Italy. The group could look to open 
more bookmakers at airports after 
launching its first site in Jersey. 


Stanley confirmed that the Govern- 
ment was unlikely to allow it to 
introduce more slot machines at its casi- 
nos for the next 12 months at least How- 
ever it was confident that some minor 
gambling reforms such as allowing casi- 
nos to advertise in a limited way, should 
come about this year, despite grown® 
doubts from other industry chiefs. 

Stanley announced a 37 per cent 
rise in pre-tax profits to £10.1m for the 


six months to October despite the fact 
that the industry lost a day’s racing in 
September due to the death of Princess 
Diana, which cost the group £500.000. 

Stanley yesterday made Brazil 
favourites for the World Cup, quoting 
odds of 1 1-4, followed by France at 1 1- 
2 and Germany at 13-2. England is only 
fourth in the betting at 7-1 and Scot- 
land is rated a rank outsider at 100-1. 

Investment column, page 26 
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Customer care is the key for battling bankers 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE POWER 
OF COMPETITION 
TO TRANSFORM 
RETAIL BANKING. 
SHARE BUYBACKS. 
AND THE ISSUE OF 
ENVIRONMENT 
VERSUS FOBS 


Savcis arc being treated to a veritable lit any 
of eye-catching interest rate and new prod- 
uct offerings right now, from established 
players and newcomers to the market 
alike. The latest of these comes from the 
Halifax, which promises to pay a headline 
rate of a remarkable 7.85 per cent on in- 
stant access accounts. This is not quite as 
gpod as it seems, since that very high rate 
is available only on deposits of more than 
£40,000. For smaller deposits, the rales are 
not so competitive. 

Even so, the ini dative is indicative of the 
way in which the savings and retail bank- 
ing market is being transformed by new en- 
trants and low cost products. The good Dews 
for consumers is that these new highly com- 
petitive rates and products are not one offs, 
brief aberrations that will vanish as quick- 
ly as summer snow. In feet, things are just 
going to get better and better for buyers of 
financial products. The bad news for share- 
holders in these companies is that as they 
the profit margins are going to get worse 
and worse. 

Underlying these changes is the rapid de- 
velopment and falling costs of information 
technology. The effect has been greatly to 
increase capacity in retail banking and 
other forms of financial service while si- 
multaneously decreasing the need for big 
work forces to support them. This in turn 
is making possible the provision of enhanced 
services at considerably lower cost Tradi- 
tionally high barriers of entry to the finan- 
dal services industry are felling as technology 
becomes more widely available and reduces 
the scale required for low cost operation. 


As a result, a range of new entrants - su- 
permarkets. other financial institutions like 
Standard Life and the Prudential and en- 
trepreneurs like Richard Branson - have be- 
gun to attack what was once the exclusive 
preserve of high street banks and building 
societies. The established players have lit- 
tle choice but to compete bead on, both on 
price and service. If they don’t, then even 
taking account of the usual inertia of hank- 
ing and building society customers, they’ll 
find the ground swept from under them. 

In responding to the shock of the new, 
present market leaders win also need to re- 
discover some of the basic traditions and 
attributes of retail banking - most notably 
in the area oF customer care. Tone was when 
your local bank manager could be relied 
upon to know all about your personal fi- 
nances and offer usually sound advice on 
bow to manage them. 

That at least is the picture most people 
have of bespoke Victorian banking tradi- 
tions. Actually, that kind of service was nev- 
er available to more than a small minority 
of the relatively well healed. It has all but 
vanished in the age of hanking for the mass- 
es. Today, banking is loo often about sell- 
ing - shoving highly priced and disparate 
products down the customer's throat, 
sometimes in a way which is positively 
against his best interests. 

Again, new technology and enhanced 
competition offer the possibility of a return 
to those traditional banking values and stan- 
dards of customer care, only this time they 
will be available to all. Virgin One has al- 
ready recognised the demand for one stop 


hanking, of offering a rounded reasonably 
prices customer service rather than a series 
of different highly priced products. 

The more savvy established banks and 
buDding societies are beginning to move in 
that direction too. Unfortunately for their 
shareholders, this brave new world may 
prove a good deal less profitable than ex- 
isting retail banking models. 

Dangers in the 
buyback craze 

Another day. and the promise of another 
massive share buyback, this time from Rio 
Tinto (the former RTZ), which is seeking 
permission to buy back up to 10 per cent 
of its shares. In Rio Tinto's case, the buy- 
back itself is actually rather unlikely to oc- 
cur until Advance Corporation Tax is 
abolished at ihe end of 1999. for as things 
stand. 20 per cent of the value of any Rio 
Tinto buyback would end up with the tax 
man. AE the same, if there's a corporate fash- 
ion to be followed, it would surely be a shame 
for Rio Time not at least to look the part. 

According to investment banks. 1998 is 
going to establish a new record for share 
buybacks and other forms of capital re- 
payment. The reasons are well rehearsed. 
Companies art being required by their share- 
holders to ••focus” on core capabilities, and 
the return on capital required of them is 
much more demanding than it was. As a re- 
sult, many companies arc beginning to throw 
off excess capital in large quantities. Fur- 
thermore, with present very low long term 


interest rates, the cost of capital can be 
signi fica n tly reduced by swapping equity for 
debt. 

This in turn seems to suit the big in- 
vesting institutions, who are beginning to 
view equities as excessively priced. As 
pension funds mature, ibeir need, in any 
case, is to move away from “high risk” eq- 
uities into “low risk” debt and bonds. How 
wonderfully convenient, then, that this is 
what the share buyback allows them to do. 

Even assuming all this stacks up, and is 
not just some eloquent piece of theoreti- 
cal nonsense dreamt up by dever investment 
bankers in order better to earn their fee, 
there are dear dangers in the process. All 
looks fine and dandy in today’s benign en- 
vironment of low inflation and continued 
growth, but what happens during the next 
business downturn? Many of these com- 
panies will be back, cap in hand, asking for 
expensive debt to be converted into low 
yielding equity. C'esi la vie. 

Environmental 
dilemma for Blair 

Tony Blair is asking a lot of the middle 
classes who voted him into power last May. 
Not only does he want them to surrender 
their state benefits, he also expects them 
to help the Government deliver on the am- 
bitious environmental pledges Labour 
made before polling day. 

And yet it is not as simple as that, either. 
Eveiywhere the Prime Minister turns these 
days he is confronted with a conflict between 


his clean man of Europe aspirations and 
the more pressii^ concern of preserving jobs 
and culling prices to consumers. The latest 
flashpoint is the water industry where the 
consumer lobby wants fat rebates from the 
efficiency gains made since privatisation 
while the environmentalists want the money 
spent on lead-free drinking water and 
cleaner beaches. 

When Labour was in opposition, its en- 
vironment spokesman Frank Dobson never 
missed an opportunity to excoriate the water 
companies for ripping off customers and 
lining the pockets of shareholders. Now it 
is in power the Environment Minister 
Michael Meacher is suddenly less keen to 
rum on the customer rebate tap if it com- 
promises environmental programmes or, 
worse still, means they have to be paid for 
out of taxation. 

A similar game is being played out in the 
coal industry where Old Labour’s deter- 
mination to save the pits was never going 
to sit easily with New Labour’s environ- 
mental agenda. Now we discover that the 
middle classes cannot save the miners' jobs 
even if they wanted to because the pollu- 
tion curbs demanded by the Environment 
Agency are such that they could prevent a 
single tonne of British coal ever being burnt 
again. If Mr Blair really wants to know w here 
his voters stand when it comes to cleaner 
air or lower bills he should read yesterday's 
survey from the Energy Saving Trust. This 
suggests that eight in ten motorists would 
drive electric cars but only if they cost less 
and were cheaper to nm. It is not just politi- 
cians who like to have their cake and eat it 


markets rail) 


Water watchdog wants cut in 
J?ills from efficiency savings 
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The consumer watchdog 
for the water Industry 
yesterday called for a 
one-off 10 per cent cut in 
bills and accused the 
Government's 
Environment Agency of 
siding with the water 
companies in an attempt 
to stop customers gett in g 
rebates. Michael Harrison 
reports. 


The one-off reduction called for 

- by the Ofwat National Con- 
sumer Council would mean a 

jiving of around £25 per house- 
^fiold in 2000 when the average 
domestic bill is likely to have 
reached £250. 

! , - It would be paid for by effi- 
ciency saving achieved over the 
previous five years under the ex- 
isting price control formula. In 
the following five years, price 
. , rises should be kept below the 
— rate of inflation, the council 
added. 

Michael Meacher, the En- 
vironment Minister, was urged 

- to support the reduction in 
bills when be addressed the con- 
sumer council’s national con- 
ference in - Birmingham 
yesterday afternoon. After his 


speech, Jim Garner, chairman 
of the council, said he had 
been reasonably heartened by 
the ministers response. “Mr 
Meacher said we have a strong 
case and he recognised the 
strength of that case but that he 
bad other pressures to take 
into account.” said Mr Gardner. 

The Environment Agency is 
mounting a campaign for any 
efficiency saving to be redirected 
into environmental dean-up 
measures not into customers’ 
pockets and claims consumer 
research shows overwhelming 
support for such a move. 

But in a letter to Mr 
Meacher. the consumer council 
said; “Ws are concerned that the 
water companies, the Environ- 
ment Agency and other envi- 
ronmental groups appear to be 
forming an alliance in an attempt 
to appropriate for the environ- 
ment money that should properly 
be returned to customers.” 

A new drinking water di- 
rective from Brussels is ex- 
pected to cost the industry up 
to £3bn alone to implement 
There are also directives 
planned on cleaning up rivers 
mid bathing water. 

The agency argues that these 
should take precedence over re- 
ductions in customer bilk. How- 
ever, the consumer council said 


while it supported further im- 
provements in water quality 
and environmental standards, it 
expected these to be funded out 
of future efficiency savings or 
taxation. 

The dispute between the 
environmental and consumer 
lobbies over wafer charges is just 
one of a number of awkward 
dilemmas facing ministers over 
whether to put the environment 
ahead of jobs and price cuts. 

Eastern, the country's 
biggest electricity company, has 
warned that government at- 
tempts to protect the British 
coal industry risk being 
thwarted by the demands of the 
Environment Agency for lower 
sulphur emissions, which could 
prevent it buying a angle tonne 
of British coal. 

Meanwhile, the Energy Sav- 
ing Trust yesterday issued a gov- 
ernment-funded survey showing 
that eight out of 10 motorists 
expected to be driving environ- 
mentally friendly gas or electric- 
powered cars by 2010. The Trust 
said conversion to dean-fuel re- 
hides on this scale could cut the 
UK's total emissions of carbon 
dioxide by 5_? per cent - taking 
it a quarter of the way towards 
its target of reducing CO; emis- 
sions by 20 per cent. 

Outlook, this page 



Pollution problems: The Environment Agency is campaigning for the water industry's 
efficiency savings to go towards clean-up measures rather than into customers* pockets 
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fiore share buybacks on the way 
as companies swap equity for debt 


Banks to determine loans on 
firms’ millennium awareness 
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Rio Tinto, the Anglo- 
Austrafian mining group, 
yesterday joined a 
growing hand of 
’ companies seeking to buy 
back their Own shares 
when it said it would 
seek authority from 
shareholders to buy in 10 
per cent of its share 
^fHtal, flaer Thai Larsen 
finds that institutional 
investors see no end to 
the trend of companies 
swapping equity for debt. 


Rio Tinto, whose shares have 
taken a hammering in recent 
”'i months as a result of the Asian 

. crisis and felling metals prices, 

said share prices were a good 
use of the company’s cadi. 
'Buying back shares, par- 


mines. A 10 per cent share buy- 
back would cost the company 
over £Jbn. But with an annual 
cash flow of £2bn and a gear- 
ing ratio of 26 per cent, experts 
reckon Rio Tinto can afford it. 

Shares in Rio Tinto Limited, 
the group’s Australian aim. 
rose 8 per cent to A$18^»0, while 
shares in Rio Tinto pic finished 
the day up I55p at 713p. 

Peter Davy, an analyst with 
investment bank Societe 
Gdn6rale Strauss Turnbull 
pointed out that Rio Tinto 
would not necessarily use the 
authority to buy back shares. 
“All they are doing is making 
sure they have the full set of 
tools available to get their bal- 
ance sheet in order,” he said. 

Nevertheless, the fact that 
Rio Unto is considering the 
move points to the growing 
fashion of companies distrib- 
uting their spare cash to share- 
holders. In the past 18 months. 


distribute spare 
favourites include 

ditions, 'should achieve earning ^ XmIb and ^dXtSi^ Assorted British Foods, the 
per share improvement for the converts to the food group which hasaccumu- 


“Buying back shares, par- “ ^ band ed back candidates to di 

liculariy in current market cot in the form of cash. Other favo 

riMrtnc <^.M !U 'hi7>veeamin£S more man uumiu ■ 


Underlying this trend is the 
belief that increased levels of 
debt will reduce a company's 
overall cost of capital. Since in- 
vestors demand double-digit 
returns from shares, companies 
have to produce those returns 
from investments funded by 
equity. Debt, however, costs no 
more than the company pays in 
interest. With corporate bor- 
rowing rates at historically low 
levels, debt has become much 
more attractive. 

Giving cash to shareholders 
is also seen as safer than pour- 
ing monev into risky invest- 
ments or acquisitions. “Buying 
back shares is like taking over 
a company where you know 
exac tly what you’re buying and 
you’re not paying a premi- 
um.” says one leading fund 
manager. 

He points ro utilities, insur- 
ance companies and the former croup, 
building societies as obvious "Bui »e wouldn I expect u 


credit. When Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, abolished the 
lax credit in July, however, 
shares immediately became lev* 
attractive. 

Mark Tinker, equity strate- 
gist with l^BS. the investment 
bank, says British companies 
currcnilx cam less debt on 
their balance sheets than busi- 
nesses in the IIS and continental 
Europe. 

He calculates thal if UK 
debt levels rise to the same level 
as the rest of the world. British 
companies would he able n » re- 
turn £ KMIhn. 

Generally, institutional in- 
vestors encourage the trend- 
“When companies are gener- 
ating free cash flow we are 

happy to see them buying in 
shares,” says Mark Critchley. 
head of balanced funds at Gan- 
more. the fund management 
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sh areholders and enhance the 
mderiymg value of those shares 
which remai n outstanding, 
said Robert Wilson, chairman 
of Rio Tinto pfc the group’s UK 
arm. 

Analysts said that given un- 
certain market conditions, the 
company was better off buying 
in shares than investing in new 


idends. Recent converts to the 
trend include Bass, the hotels 
and brewing group, and elec- 
tronics giant GEC. 

But there is much more to 
come. NatWest Markets, the in- 
vestment bank, reckons that 
share buybacks alone wfll reach 
£7bn this year, up from £3bn in 
1997. 


food group 
lated a huge cash mountain, 
British Telecom and Marks & 
Spencer. 

The trend towards share 
huv backs has been accelerated 
bv’ recent tax changes. In the 
past, pension fund investors 
bad a preference for equity be- 
cause dividends came with a tax 


company to do it il it was at the 
expense ol long-term in\eM- 

mem in the business. 

Nevertheless, nther lund 
managers sound a note of cau- 
tion about firms « n uM retching 
their balance sheets. “Incurring 
debt may involve putting a 
company's destiny in the hands 
of its hankers, says one. 
“Bankers aren't the share- 
holders' Iriendv” 

Outlook, this page 


Companies may be 
refused a bank loan 
unless they can show 
that their computer 
systems can cope 
with the so-called 
‘millennium bug*. 

Year 2000 compliance 
is to become an 
increasingly important 
determinant of 
credit ratings. 

Lea Paterson reports. 


The British Bankers' Asm sta- 
tion ( BUA J. the trade body. yes- 
terday published its "Year 2*JU«'l 
checklists''. These are to be 
distributed to BBA members in 
an attempt to help banks gauge 
their corporate customers' 
readiness fur the year 2tnw. 

Mike Young, assistant dir- 
ector ol the BBA. said: "Year 
2MIIU readiness will become an 
increasingly important part of 
credit assessment. Businesses 
that can't nr won't discuss the 
vear JtHHI will strain their rcla- 
liottship with their hanks. ' 

The four-page checklist was 
published by the BBA with the 
aid "f banks, alter requests from 
BBA members take a lead on 
o t-nrJin.il ion ol year 2NHU 
ptilicv. Banks will not he forced 
In use the checklist, which has 


been designed to act as “a basis 
lor discussion between bank and 
customer”. 

The Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB), which rep- 
resents around 112.000 small 
companies in the UK. yesterday 
warned thal businesses without 
millennium bug policies should 
act “sooner rather than later”. 

A FSB spokesperson said: 
“Up to now the banks have been 
very good [with businesses lack- 
ing a millennium bug policyj. 
Bui it will get to a stage when 
hanks will start getting worried. 
Now is the time to act.” 

It is not only the bank 
manager who is likely to start 
demanding evidence of year 
20UU action from companies. 
Katie Morris, chief executive of 
Cisco, which represents small- 
er quoted companies, believes 
that companies wishing to float 
nr make rights issues could 
also have in prove they are 
“millennium hug-free’'. 

“Companies should in- 
creasingly expect to be asked 
about the year 2000.” she said. 

The BBA was optimistic 
yesterday that its own members 
would he fully prepared for 
the millennium. Mr Young said: 
■lam pretty confident that the 
banking industry in the UK 
will be year 2U0II ready by 31 
December. l lJ 9S. although I 
am not in a position to issue any 
guarantees. 


Deutsche scotches rumour 
of merger with rival 

Deutsche Bank yesterday confirmed it was conducting a review 
of Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, its investment banking arm. 
but denied it was planning to merge with a rival investment 
bank. Rolf Breuer, Deutsche’s chief executive, said the bank 
was considering dropping the Morgan Grenfell name as it 
was not commonly used in the industry, and also that Deutsche 
could merge its investment and commercial banking opera- 
tions. But Mr Breuer said: “We have no current consideration 
of merging with JP Morgan or any other bank.” 

Hercules steps up attack 

Hercules yesterday stepped up its attack on Allied Colloids 
after its hostile £l.lbn bid for the UK speciality chemicals 
business was cleared to proceed by the Government. Allied 
Colloids has until Friday to release its final defence document 
but could do so as early as today. Hercules has launched a 
personal assault on David Farrar. Allied Colloids’ chief ex- 
ecutive. and his record in charge of the group. 

Rolls seeks Trent partners 

Rolls- Royce is seeking farther partners to help develop new 
versions of its Trent engine fallowing confirmation yesterday 
that Lucas Verity is taking a 5 per cent stake in the programme 
in exchange for work worth up to £2bn over rbe next 20 years. 
Lucas Varirv is investing £75ra and will make components for 
three new engines to power stretched versions of the Airbus 
A340 and Boeing’s 747 and 777 models. 

Whitbread reveals little 

Whitbread, the brewing and leisure giant, yesterday said trading 
was in line with expectations and trading in the two weeks 
over Christmas and new year was comfortably ahead of last 
year. But analysts were left none the wiser by the statement, 
which lacked details of the performance of any of the group's 
divisions. The group also declined to comment on speculation 
that it was close to shutting down two of its five breweries. 

Railtrack appoints director 

Raihrack wfll announce today the creation of a new position 
- that of performance director, whose job will be to ensure 
that the trains run on time. John Curley, 44, takes up his posit- 
ion later this month and will report directly to Brian Mellitt, 
the engineering director. Mr Curley has worked in the rail 
industry for more than 20 years. 

Sketchley in sale talks 

Sketchley has confirmed it is in talks that could lead to disposal 
of its high street division which includes the dry cleaning and 
Supasnaps business. The likely buyer is thought to be NatWest 
Equity Partners, Birmingham, though a deal is not expected 
until next week. The price is thought to be less than £10m. 

Budgens profits rise 15% 

Budgens, the supermarket group, has continued its good run 
with a 15 per cent rise in half-year profits boosted by strong 
sales and improved margins. Half-year profits rose to £5.Sm 
helped by the strong pound which helped supply costs. 

Reprieve for Watmoughs 

Watmoughs' battle against a £188m hostile takeover bid from 
Quebecer, the rival priming group, was put on hold by the 
Takeover Panel yesterday, pending a decision from the Office 
of Fair Trading on whether the bid should be referred to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission. Under the original 
timetable, Watmoughs had until next Friday to come up with 
its final defence against the bid. 

Racal closes Winhub 

Racal Electronics is closing the Winhub project, part of the 
loss-making Racal Data Group, as part of its plans to slim 
RDG down for sale. It will dose with the loss of 350 jobs world- 
wide, including 50 in the UK office in Hook, Hampshire. 

Chemical industry warning 

The UK’s chemical industry wanted against farther increas- 
es in interest rates yesterday, saying there were already signs 
of a slowdown in activity which would only be made worse by 
the prospect of higher exchange rates. The Chemical Indus- 
tries Association forecast output would grow by 2 percent this 
year in the UK and by 3-5 per cent across Europe as a whole. 
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Shandwick talks included 
discussion of full offer 
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Dixons delivers a 
seasonal shock 


Dixons: At a glance 

Martel value: 2i5bn. share price 524p (-58p) 

Trading record . 1995 1996 1997 1996/7 1997/8 


The market was expecting a slowdown 
at Dixons, which is why the shares had 
come off so sharply since their 720p 
peak in November. But yesterday’s fig- 
ures were worse than even the most pes- 
simistic analysts had expected, hence 
yesterday’s additional 111 per cent de- 
cline. No one was expecting a profits 
warning and a 4 percent fail in like-for- 
like sales over the Christmas period. 

In fact, the figures would have 
been even worse if it hadn’t been for 
a post-Christmas surge as bargain-hun- 
gry consumers waited until the sales to 
buy higher-ticket items such as wash- 
ing machines and dishwashers. In the 
weeks running up to Christmas. like- 
for-like sales were down by a thump- 
ing 7 per cent. 

But this is no disaster story and it 
is one of the characteristics of Dixons 
that the market tends to over-react to 
both good and had news. It is certainly 
true that Dixons is going to have a 
tough starL to the year and the market 
will not easQy forgive yesterday's shock. 

It seems clear now that last sum- 
mer's windfall payouts simply sucked 
forward some big-ticket spending 
rather than creating much in the way 
of incremental sales. Interest rates rises 
are starting to bite and shoppers are 
increasingly stalling some purchases 
until after Christmas when they can buy 
things more cheaply. 

Given all .this it is a testimony to 
Dixons' stock management that it 
managed to hold margins and not go 
into the winter sale with a serious stock 
problem. Another problem is that by 
the summer Dixons will be up against 
some extremely onerous sales com- 
parisons as last July it was seeing 17 per 
cent like-for-like sales advances fuelled 
by the Halifax windfalls. 

But Dixons should fare better later. 
The World Cup should increase 
demand for consumer electronics like 
higher priced televisions and videos. 
The launch of digital television in the 
summer will provide a further boost 
and while the departure of the finance 
director has come earlier than ex- 
pected this remains a well managed 
company. 

Management has not been 
deflected from its strategy of moving 
Cunys out of high streets to retail 
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around £24m-£25ra for the year to 
April, putting the shares on a prospec- 
tive p/e ratio of IS- 1 M. 

Given Stanley's strong manage- 
ment team, which is armed with a £40m 
war chest, the rating is justified but the 
upside looks relatively limited. Hold. 


First Technology 
races ahead 


Like for like sales increase 

% (6 months to November on previous year) 
25 



Dtxons Currys PC World The Link 


Share price 

pence 

800 



93 94 95 96 97 96 


parks and expanding both PC World 
and The Link. 

Dixons shares may have flown too 
dose to the sun last year but on revised 
analysts' forecasts of £225m they now 
trade on a forward rating of jusl 14. 
That looks good longer-term value. 


Odds stacked 
against Stanley 


Stanley Leisure, the casino operator 
and bookmaker, has lost its winning 
streak over the last few months. Its 
shares have fallen almost 15 per cent 
from a peak of 320p since last spring 
over fears that its casino business was 
failing to come up trumps and that the 
Government had put its plans for the 
deregulation of the industry on hold. 

However, pre-tax profits rose 37 per 
cent to XIO.lm for the six months to 
October, causing the share price to perk 
up 9p to 273 Jip. 

Casino profits did fail 9 per cent to 


£4.73m. However, its £1.5m scheme to 
solve a s taffin g crisis is working and the 
business looks to have turned the 
corner. The bookies chain can also look 
forward to a big one-off boost from the 
World Cup. Perversely, the takeover of 
the Coral betting chain by Ladbrokc 
should help business. Ladbrokc is 
unlikely to compete with Stanley for any 
new sites on the market and competi- 
tion authorities may even force it to put 
more bookies up for sale. 

But Stanley's problem is that organic 
growth in both its divisions will be hard 
to come by. The Government is unlikely 
to allow operators new slot machines 
for at another year at least and prob- 
ably much longer, a move which had 
promised to increase Stanley' s revenues 
dramatically. As for betting, most of the 
growth has come from new numbers 
games and slot machines but the 
prospect of further growl h here is 
somewhat limited. It is a worrying trend 
that the number of betting slips taken 
has actually fallen in the last six 
months. 

Analysts forecast pre-tax profits of 


Since its near-fatal crash in 1991, 
when it looked like it was on its last legs. 
First Technology has been unstoppable. 
Rising demand for safety features in 
cars has provided a growing market for 
the group's electronic switches, which 
cut car fuel supplies and unlock doors 
in a crash. The same factors have also 
boosted demand for First Technology's 
family of crash-test dummies. 

Yesterday's first-half results to 
October, which showed a 29 per cent 
rise in pre-tax profits to £5.7m, suggest 
that growth is showing no signs of slow- 
ing. Even though it is supplying almost 
14 million fuel cut-off switches a year 
- they arc iastalled in one in three new 
cars produced around the world - 
chairman Fred Westlake reckons there 
is more to go for. 

Meanwhile, First Technology can 
look to sensors which measure the level 
of fuel in the tank and switches that 
unlock a car's doors after a crash, to 
provide a further boost to earnings. 
European Union support for the new 
car assessment programme - the sys- 
tem of rating cars according to how they 
perform in a series of crashes - will 
ensure that demand tor dummies 
remains healthy. 

Of course, there are risks. At a fore- 
cast growth rate of just 2 per cent a year, 
the world car market is hardly boom- 
ing. General Motors and Ford, two of 
First Technology’s largest customers, 
are expected to lose market share. That 
said, customers continue to demand 
ever more sophisticated safety features, 
and it will take years before First Tech- 
nology's products are fitted as standard 
on every car. Competition remains a 
worn, but the group's main products 
seems to have an unassailable lead. 

On Peel Hum's full-year profit fore- 
cast of £1 1. 5m the shares, which yes- 
terday rose 24p to an all-time high of 
343 Jp, trade on a forward p/e ratio of 
22. The premium rating is fully deserved. 


Lord Chadlmgton, the 
chairman and founder of 
Shandwick International, 
the world’s largest 
independent public 
relations firm, disclosed 
that the group has held 
preliminary discussions 
with major business 
partners about a range of 
strat egic options ranging 
from joint ventures to to 
a foil offer for the 
company. CRfford German 
reports. 


Yesterday Shandwick spokes- 
men refused to elaborate dur- 
ing the company’s close period 
prior to the publication of full- 
year results later this month. 

They refused to confirm re- 
ports that the potential partners 
included True North, an ac- 
quisitive US-based advertising 
agency best known for its sub- 
sidiary Foote Cone and Belding. 
Thie North has a 4.5 per cent 
stake in Shandwick acquired 
through the acquisition of Golin 
Harris in 19S7. Shandwick 
shares rose 3-5p to 52p. 

Shandwick's profits recov- 
ered sharply to £9 Jim in the last 


financial year but were only 
marginally higher at the inter- 
im stage at £3. 9m. 

Shandwick’s biggest .single 

shareholder is the UK Active \fol- 
ue Fund, led by JufianHeger and 
Brian Myerson, who are report- 
ed to have inteiwned to put pres- 
sure on Lord Chadlmgton. the 
younger brother of Selwyn .Glim- 
mer, the former Tory Agriculture 
minis ter, to find ways of deliv- 
ering better value for share- 
holders. He is supposed to have 
promised to deliver value with- 
in six months from last autumn. 

Shandwick is a global busi- 
ness and more than half of the 
revenue now comes from the 
US compared with less than 25 
per cent in the UK- It suffered 
problems through its push for 
growth through overseas ac- 
quisitions in the 19S0s and ran 
up debts of £70m which have 
now been run down to around 
£40m, finance director Roger 
Seim an said yesterday. 

The company has been nick- 
named the civil service of the 
public relations industry because 
of its size, complex organisation 
and high staffing levels. It also 
lacks a major advertising busi- 
ness, which usually offers a more 
reliable source of earnings than 
public relations, a volatile and 


competitive business where ac- 
counts frequently fbHow account 
directors to rival firms. 

A uiOTiberof U&adyertising 
agencies are'&so knoWntpbe 
anxious to make a c quisitio ns in 

the UK public celaJ&ms4ndus- . 
try in the drive to complete a .. ■ 

global coverage across the full (ft; 
range of media services. . 

- - Last year the Shandwick fi- 
nancial public relations division 
suffered a loss of several senior 
executives, and a further small ex- 
odus took place last month. 

The re were reports a year ago of 
tapes between Shandwick and 
Lowe Bell, Sir Tun Bell's public 
relations and advertising group, 
although these were denied. - 

The report of discussions co- 
incided yesterday with the an- 
nouncement of a major 
reorganisation of the group's 
operations vresidwide, which will 
merge five separate Shandwick 
brands into a single brand,- with 
the aim of making it easier -for " 
dienlfc to access the most relevant Y ¥ 
area of expertise. Operations wffl lr:- .j 


be reorganised into JO specialist 
groups, including brand com- 
munications. broadcast consul- 
tancy, business and technology, 
design, beahheare, interactive,' for 
lemal communications, finandai,‘ 
public affairs and leisure. 


Cruise liners to return to Liverpool’s Pier Head 


Cruise liners are poised to return 
to the centre of Liverpool after 
an absence of more than 25 years 
under an ambitious £60m rede- 
velopment scheme of the city’s 
waterfront planned by Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Company. 

The pons operator plans to 
buOd new berths for cruise ships 
at Pier Head by dredging the Riv- 
er Mersey. Together with other 
new port developments designed 
to bring in feny operators 
offering services to and from 
Ireland. Mersey Docks hopes to 
attract 500,000 passengers by 
the turn of the century. 

The group is also building a 
new 174-bedroom Holidav Inn 


and a huge office complex at 
Princes Dock, nest to the famous 
Liver building, immortalised by 
The Liver Birds 1970s TV series. 

Mersey Docks is one of the 
largest property owners in the 
city, with over 2,000 acres at its 
disposal. It has embarked on a 
850,000 square feet warehous- 
ing and industrial project near 
its existing port facilities and 
could eventually build another 
1.5 million square feet of offices, 
retail and leisure space. 

Cunard stopped running 
cruise ships from Liverpool to 
North America in the mid- 
1960s. The last liner to set sale 
from the citv waterfront, the 


Empress of Canada , left in 197K 
It is soon to return to Liverpool 
under its new nam eApolb and 
will be able to use the deep 
channel berths by 1999, ■■ - 

Mersey Docks' reputation 
and share price 'has been tar- 
nished by a long-running di^xiie 
with 329 former dockers. How- 
ever the group insists that the ac- 
tion by the former employees is 
having no effect on its business. 
The group is still determined a® 
to enter into any new negotia- 
tions and it daiins the Govern- 
ment, which still owns a 15 
cent stake m the business, has pat 
no pressure on it ip do so. ' 

. , . . Andrew Yates 
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MJN PC-2" Range 


Turnover £ Pre-tax £ EPS 


Dividend 


Electricity suppliers may 
have to put up a bond 


[Sfj-c-jct-a.- 


From The Award Winning UK PC Manufacturer 



IMgem (I) 


19&2m (1830m) 58m <5Qmi 2.7p (2 3pl 0.45p (O.JOp) 


1 


Qty Site Estate (F) -(-) 


Q.24Efli (O.ilOmi 542p(l.5$}) 


Suppliers entering the compet- large enough to cover 4he costfc 
itive electricity market may have of providing an electricity supply 


Take a closer took at our new PC-2 range of ‘Best Buy* h^i 
performance systems with Inter Pentium" ll and IBM 6x86MX 
M-2 processors, PCTV, voice recognition and Videophone. 



DmflW JsBfcbB (I) 13.42m (991m) 165mH3m) 612 d(6 35p) £0p(1-5p) 


to put up a bond similar to that for at least ODe month. Howevdg, 
operated by ABTA in the travel it leaves open questions sod* a$ 


industry to protect customers and the actual size of the bond. 


1 31tm (1.0Ebn) 77.1m i57 5m) 12.6pi90p) 2.9p |Z4p) 


trade creditors if they go bust The paper comes amiS 



Rut technology 0) 27.7m (23.4m) 5.8m (4 2m) 7 3p(5.7pj 1.8p(T.4p) 


The idea was canvassed yes- growing speculation -that the 
lerday by Professor Stephen Government is about to at| 


M? Volcetype 
Sj VldeoPhone 






Uttlechfld, the electricity reg- nounce a delay of up to s? 
uiator, as a way of spreading the months in the start of comp$- 


(rfsft Crttatet (fj Hi39m (izrrnj KMSmdflSmi si*'. ip i44.2pj A32p (6 48p) j debts of defaulting suppliers titiou for domestic customer^ 


K$ Btameda (I) - (-j 


across the industry. 


-0.557m (0.847ml - (-) 


Householders are due. to 


Ratal H Low (F) 42.1m (30 5m) 4im(24m) ?.8p(23p) 0.405p (0-30p) 


The size of the bond would allowed to start shqppiqgarourg 
relate to the supplier's market for a supplier from April btft 


■?? - 


MJN 233-2 


MJN 233M-2 MJN 266-2 


MJN 300-2 


Stanley Latere (1) 231.2m (209 6m) 10 13m (7 40m) 63pi4.5p) 1.4p 


share and would help pay in- computer problems and thf 
dustiy creditors and household- slowness of some regional dfef 


.° r « 


■ Intel Pentium ” fl 233Mte 
processor with MMX'* technote© 

■ 32Mb SDRAM 

■ 4.36b Sea^ite ultra ATA ham 
dme 

’ PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

1 56k Rockwell flash upgradeable 
voice modem 

■ 4Mb ATI Rage 11+ DVD 3D 
gaphes 

' 24 Speed MAX l£ CD-ROM dme 

■ 15* SVGA 0.28dp screen 
(17* otakjnaD 

■ 512K Pipeline burst cache 

■ Videophone receive for incoming 
videoPhone calls 

■ Voce recognition with IBM 
Simply Speaking GoW 

■ MJN ATX system with Intel 
440UC PCT97 chipset 

■ All standard features bekw 


■ IBM 6x86MX PR233 processor 
with MMX technology 

•64Mb EDO RAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagate titra ATA hard 
dmre 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

■ 56K Rockwell flash upgadeabie 
voice modem 

• 4Mb SIS Advanced Graphics 
with Microsoft direct 3D 

• 24 Speed MAX LG CO-ROM drive 

• ESS 3D wairetable sound 

• 15* SVGA 0.28dp screen 
117" optional) 

• 512Kpfpekne burst cache 

■ Full VideoPhone including ootour 
video camera 

• Voice r&nffittiort with IBM 
Stnpfy Speaking Gold 

• MJN ATX system with PC97chipset 

• AH standard . 

features bekw 
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• Intel Fenftjm II 266Mhz 
processor with MMX technology 

• 64Mb SWAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard 
drive 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable 
voice modem 

- 8Mb AGP ATI Rage Pro 3D 
gaphfcs 

• 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetabte sound 

• 15* SVGA O^Sdp screen 
<17* optional) 

• 512K pipeline burst cache 

• VideoPhone receive for incoming 
VideoPhone calls 

• Voice recognition with IBM Simply 
Speaking Gold 

• MJN ATX system wtth Intel 440LX 
PC97 chipset 

• AD standard features below 


• Intel Pentium II 300Mhz 
processor with MMX technoksy 

• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hert 
drive 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable 
voce modem 

• 8Mb AGP ATT Rags Pro 3D 
gaphes 

•24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetable sound 

• 15* SVGA 0-28dp screen 
(17* optional) 

• 512K ppekne burst cache 

• VideoPhone recerve for mcoming 
VideoPhone calls 

• lifafce recognition with ISM Srnpty 
Speaking Gold 

• MJN ATX system wtth Intel 440LX 
PC97 chipset 

• AD standard features below 


fF) - Final (1) - rttrtm t EPS is prwxcaptwnals *Drnj8nd ta be pad as a HD 


ers who could be owed money tricity companies in gearing lig 
when their supplier went under, for competition, mean that the 


A consultative document start date may have to be .] 
issued by Professor Littlechild . back to September. •• " 
suggests that the bond should be - Michael Harris# 
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NOTICE OF AFFIXATION FOR 
NEW JUSTICES LICENCE 
LICENSING ACT 19*4 
COURT: 1ST ROOB. 185 
MABYLEBOKE ROAD. LONDON. 
NW1 

HEARING OATE/TME: TUESDAY 
3 FEBRUARY 1998 AT I0.30AM 
PREMISES; THE TRAVEL 1MN. 
141/149 Elston road, London. 
NWl 

APPLICANT: NlbEL RICHARD 
SHARMAN 

ADDRESS; 7A LONGUDGE ROAD, 
LONDON SW5 

TRADE OR CALLING: ASSISTANT 
Manages 

APPLICANT: ROBERT 
FAIRWEATHER 

ADDRESS: 5 HOLLIES COTTAGES, 
5TAJNK5KTH, NORTH YORKSHIRE 
TRADE OR CALLING: MANAGER 
TAk£ NO TIC { ihil rhe Applicant; 
inlend lo apply u (ho Licensing 
SsssWK for Ihe uid Dmcot to hr 


NOTICE OF AFFUCAVOS FOR 
NEW JUSTICES LICENCE 
LICENSING ACT 1964 
COURT: THE MAGISTRATES' 
COURT, VICT ORIA AVENUE. 
SOLTHEND-O.VSEA 
HEARING DATE/mCE: MONDAY 
2 FEBRUARY 1998 AT IOAM 
PREM ISES: TH E SSTUNADE 
HOTEL WESTERN ESPLANADE, 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
APPLICANT: CLAIRE GOLDSMITH 
ADDRESS: 10 ROCKS CLOSE, 
east Mailing, Maidstone, 
Kent 

TRADE OR CALLING; AREA 
MANAGER 

TAKE NOTICE lhai ihe Applicant 
•mends lo apply at the licensing 
Sessions Lx rhe s»d Division to be 
held ai Ihe place daw and lime 
shown above to die prwsknal gram 
to her oi a lusiices licence 
authorising her to sell bs retail 


IkMto^AdMf 

CARKIWNrSlTD 





LTD 

GMBWarmCDNGBMONS 
put in rtlGEWEUSUO 
HARVEYS (CARKT CONTRACTORS 
LTD 1/A WALDOtf AT WHIIHEYS 
TKIBOMPTON CORPORATION 
LIMITED 
Pnllplihrtnn) 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that I, 
MrNynSm*iLx&rKCAnri<J 


. A Partners, landey Hook. 
Road Eas Finchley, London, N2 
mi appointed liquidator of the 


BEX mi appointed I 


above named Companies by the 
Members and Creators an ZJrd 


Members and Creators 
Detente 1997. 

MS LANGLEY. Uaiidaior 






held at ihe plate dale and rime 
shown abore to die gram, lo them of 
a lusdces Licence authoroine them lo 
sell b|r retad pitBorabiTg liquor of all 
descriptions to consumption on or 
off die above pmises 
DATED: 8 January 1948 
PAI5NER & CO 

Bowerie House, 1j4 fleet Street 
London EC4A 20Q 
Sofohm and Audnro «/ Agenu to 
and on Midi'-* ihe sud AppSiarr & 



Dulwich 


POLAND 2 room fl house, Qge. 
Pretty state. Lass than i how by 
car to Poznan/ A-poa. £20tiopor 
year 0181 7435275 


Lectures & Meetings 


Transmission Meditation 

Workshop with Benjamin Creme 


A group medftatfbn which creates a pool of 
spiritual energy. A simple, potent way 
to serve humanity and yourself 
and ao transform our world. 
Saturday 17 January 12 - 5pm 
Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square 
London WC1 — admission free 
call: 0171 482 1113 www.shareinti.orgL 


and on befaJTonhe uid - 


Mmitacftirrr 


Unusual Gifts 


MJN 

The right choice"* 

All Offers 
End 16 th 
January 

01282 777 555 

Telephone Sales Lines Open Mon - Fri 830am - 7.00pm. Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm 

MMTvbrfnlTri C rw n 

BUTTey, Lancs, HBI2 Ail. Fai 01283 77 08 44. 

9 s » w«te (B * I .i> nift64 , sn „ b aaraat cureb 


A NEWSPAPER Tor that spodal 
data, TW2-1997, moatffles avafl- 
abte. Ideal birthday gift. Ramam- 
ber Whan. Tab 0181-688 6323. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 520000. 


Musical Instruments 


BUrTHNERS PIANO SALE Non 
on. SfgnHlcsnt Reductions on 
Upright and Grand Pianos. For 
Unbeatable Prices, call us Free 
on 0800 018 0533. Btuthnera, 8 
Berkeley Square. London, W 1 . 


Gardening 


HARDY FUSCHSIAS 

< A collection of 10 
individually named 
varieties. 

Suitable for varied uses 
such as polio pots and 
flower borders. 
Delivery by 1st class post 
Feb ■* May £11 inc p&p 

PERSHORE 

PLANT RAISERS 

Pensham, Persbore, 
Worcestershire WR10 3HB 


01386 554672 


To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call the 

Classified 

Team 

on 

0171 293 
2347. 


THIS NEWSPAPER AND YOU 


If you have a complaint about as item in the 
newspaper which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or discrimination, 
write to the editor about it. 


If you're stiD dissatisfied you can write to the • 
• Press Complaints Commission, 
an independent organisation established to uphol 
an editorial Code of Practice for the Press, 


THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCCs DECISIONS 


p (g 


I SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
Telephone 0771 35 J 1248 Facsimile 0171 333 S355 

Via space ha t beat donated by the publisher ‘ 
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Airtours lifts off amid takeover speculation 



MARKET REPORT arra y of rumours sent 

Airtours, the holidays group, 
romping to yet another peak. 
The soaraway shares, the 
equivalent of 40p seven years 
ago, climbed 35p to U35p. 

The yearly shareholders 
meeting takes place next week 

and there are rising hopes 

nFRFk" PA r M chainnan David Crossland 

r/\UN wijj relate a joyous tale of 

bumper treading and possibly 

announce a share spilt, the first 
for five years. 

But, of course, in such a fre- 
netic atmosphere, takeover 
speculation is not far below the 
surface. The holiday industry 
is due for a round of consoli- 
dation, having survived al- 
tnost unscathed a Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission in- 
vestigation. 

Thomson, Britain's biggest 
holiday operator, is thought to 
be planning a summertime 
flotation which could value the 
Canadian controlled group at 
£13bn. First Choice, number 


three in the pecking order, 
could attract bid attention 
and there is talk the big un- 
quoted groups, which have a 
big say in the industry, are flex- 
ing their corporate muscles. 

Airtours, however, is the 
market’s favourite for a strike. 
It already has a possible preda- 
tor on its share register in the 
shape of the Carnival Corpora- 
tion, a big, ambitious US group 
which sits on 29.46 per cent. 

Ever since Carnival arrived 
the market has had the distinct 
impression it would not be 
content until it gained control 
of the British operation, 
floated only 10 years ago and 
now valued around £1.9bn. 

The stock market made 
further modest headway in 
often brisk trading. Fbotsie, at 
one time up S1.9 points, dosed 
23 higher at 5,106.9. 

Significantly, supporting 
shares are perking up and 
could catch their Footsie 
peers. The FTSE 250 index 


rose 6.S to 4,8233 and is 1203 
from its peak; the FTSE 
SraallCap added 10 to 2J50. 1 
-just 50 from its record. Sec- 
ond liners have often enjoyed 
a bright opening to the year, 
only to subsequently fall away. 

Somerfield, the supermar- 
ket chain, had another heady 
trolley run, running 16p higher 
lo a 251p peak. Takeover talk 
is in the air although Credit Ly- 
onnais Laing suggest clients 
should take profits. The shares 
were 190p last month. 

Cadbury Schweppes, the 
soft drinks and sweets group, 
was the best performing blue 
chip, fizzing 52-5p to 685p. A 
US deal with Coca-Cola did 
the irick. Coke, Cadbury’s 
fiercest rival, has agreed to 
extend an agreement to man- 
ufacture and distribute Cad- 
bury's products in the US. 
The new deal will run until the 
end of 2,005. 

Dr PCpper/Seven-Up is a 
large pan of Cadbury’s busi- 


ness and accounts for 15 per 
cent of the US soft drinks mar- 
ket. It has been under pressure 
because Coca-Cola and Pepsi 
Cola control much of the US 
distribution network and have 
not always displayed much 
enthusiasm towards Cadbury 
brands, prompting speculation 
the UK group would be forced 
to buy bottling companies. 

Loess Varity, the aerospace 
group, climbed 73p to 214p 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
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after winning a £2bn Rolls- 
Royce order. 

Financials bad a strong 

session with Barclays, up 45p 
at l,658p, leading the way. Hal- 
ifax hardened 17p 772p as 
Lehman Brothers produced a 
900p target price. A planned 
share buy-back allowed Rio 
Unto to ignore the puli of 
falling metal prices and gain 
153p lo 713p. BT gained 153p 
to 51 6.5 p on hopes its broad- 
casting ban will soon be lifted. 

Dixons dived 58p to 524p 
on its disappointing trading 
statement. Storehouse fell 
103p to 221 .5 p after awaken- 
ing the adage that delay means 
dismay by postponing its fes- 
tive comments from today un- 
til Monday. Mirror Group 
lost 2p to 192p following the 
resignation of director Liam 
Kane and talk of a Salomon 
Smith Barney downgrade. 

British Aerospace dropped 
41p to 1.654p on worries the 
turmoil in the tiger nations 


wflj lead to Airbus orders being 
shelved. Philippine Airlines un- 
derlined the danger by cancel- 
ling an order for four Boeings. 
Rolls fell 5p to 21 7p. Diageo, the 
drinks giant, softened 2p to 
568p as ftmnurc Gordon drew 
attention to its Asian exposure. 

Takeover talk lifted 
Telewest Communications ftp 
to 78p and Creative Publish- 
ing, the greeting card group, 
4p to 155p. Sketchley, the 
cleaning chain where a bidder 
hovers, said it was in talks lo 
sell its retail division. Public re- 
lations group Sbandwick In- 
ternational firmed 33p to 52p 
after disclosing negotiations 
were under way which could 
lead to a bid. UK Active Vhlue, 
the fund run by intervention- 
ists Julian Treger and Brian 
Myerson, prompted the talks. 

Proteus Internationa] im- 
proved 8-5p to 63p as expec- 
tations grew its BSE test could 
become a commercial propo- 
sition. 


TAWNG STOCK 

Beigo. the mussels and beer 
restaurant business with just 
two outlets, received an 
enthusiastic reception. In 
heavy trading, with Seaq 
putting volume at nearly 56 
million, the shares dosed at 
6_5p, in effect a gain of 33pu 
The restaurant operation was 
pumped into a loss-making 
properly group. Lonsdale 
Holdings- The deal was han- 
dled by entrepreneur Luke 
Johnson, famed for using a 
str ugglin g computer group as 
the vehicle to bring Pizza- 
Express to market. 

Banner Homes, the house 
builder, held at 97p. Charter- 
house Tilney forecast a £3 .2m 
profit jump to £5m this year, 
putting the shares on a 
prospective p/e ratio of only 
4, which it describes as 
“completely anomalous’'. 

A unitisation proposal lifted 
the shares of Baring Stratton 
Investment, an obscure invest- 
ment trust, 50p to 329p, a peak. 
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Which emerging market is going 
to be the next South Korea? 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 



DIANE 
COYLE 
ON THE SIGNS 
EVERYONE 
FAILED TO SEE 


For the forward-looking in- 
vestor, Asia is so five minutes 
ago. The question is where the 
next trouble spot is going to be. 
Of course, if the recent crisis has 
put you off emerging markets 
altogether, this isn't interesting 
at ail, but the case for diversi- 
fying into higher-risk, higher- 
return countries has not 
disappeared in a puff of smoke 
along with South Korea's eco- 
nomic prospects. 

For all kinds of reasons, 
from their youthful populations 
ro their potential for catching up 
with more advanced economies, 
emerging markets as a group 
should not be written off. But 
how do you tell the genuine 
trend-setters from the fashion- 
victims? After all. Korea 
seemed such a safe bet. 

Answering the question does 
involve looking backwards, and 
one of the main credit rating 
agencies, Fitch IBCA, has 
published a fascinating post- 
mortem of why it misjudged 
Korea. As it admits: “Clients are 
entitled to expect us to perform 
better in future ... the Korean 
downgrades are the most dra- 
matic instances of sovereign 
rating downgrades, bar none." 

The background to recent 
criticism of the ratings agencies, 
Moody’s and Standard & Poor's 
too, is that all sharply down- 


graded Korea but. unfortu- 
nately, after the event. In the 
summer the country was still on 
an investment-grade AA minus 
(or A1 on Moody's scale). Be- 
tween the stan of its financial 
crisis and late December it was 
marked down four times to 
near-junk ratings. 

To paraphrase Tolstoy, 
healthy economies are all alike, 
but every crisis is different. So 
a cynic might raise a languid 
eyebrow at anybody claiming 
that events in Korea marked a 
new kind of crisis. However, this 
docs seem to be true. As the 
Filch IBCA report spells 011 L all 
the conventional, prudent 
measures of the country's 
financial soundness suggested 
thai nothing was wrong. 

For a start, Korea had re- 
cently been admitted to the 
ranks of the high-income club, 
the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Develop- 
ment, and had been given a 
clean bill of health in the IMF's 
regular economic analyses. As 
recently as October it was pre- 
dicting that its GDP growth 
would be unchanged at 6 per 
cent in 1998, only slightly lower 
than the rates seen in the early 
1990s. As far as official reports 
went, Korea was still an eco- 
nomic miracle. 

In addition, commercial 
banks had continued to lend 
cheerfully, increasing their ex- 
posure quite dramatically in 
the first half of this year. The 
total claims foreign banks had 
on Korean borrowers soared 
from SlOS.Sbn in December 
1996 to $1 16.Sbn in June 1997, 
a faster annual rate than the rise 
during 1996. Banks rely less than 
the buyers of bonds on the 
verdict of tbe ratings agencies 
because most of them have 
their own, in-house research. So 
at least tbe agencies were in 
good company. 

All of this brainpower was 
applied to certain measures of 
the riskiness of investing in Ko- 
rean debL Some warning signals 
are pretty obvious. For example, 
a fixed exchange rate accom- 


Why Korea looked a safe bet 
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panied by a rapidly ballooning 
current account balance is a 
clear signal of an overheating 
economy unable to rely on de- 
valuation as a safety valve. Thai- 
land was in this position, hut 
Korea far less so. Its previously 
large trade deficit was already 
declining, partly because the ex- 
change rate, though still man- 
aged, had fallen somewhat, and 
partly because the government 
was not running a huge deficit. 

The fixed exchange rates 
had, however, encouraged 
Asians to borrow in doiiars be- 
cause there was no currency 
risk. But most analysts had 
been trying to keep an eye on 
each country’s total level of for- 
eign indebtedness, in dollars as 
well as local currency. 

This was not easy, as there 
is no requirement on countries 
to produce consolidated figures. 
Even the IMF required the 
publication of government debt 
only, not private sector indebt- 
edness, even though the total is 
relevant to creditworthiness. 
As the Korean crisis blossomed, 
there was a good deal of un- 
certainty about the figure - it 
turned out to be much larger 
than the number anybody first 
thought of. 

However, South Korea is by 
no means a heavily indebted 
country. As a proportion of 


GDP, debt is higher in countries 
like Canada and Australia, 
never mind other emerging 
markets. A high and rising 
share of iis debt was veiy shun 
term - which had been Mexico's 
problem too - but analysts 
overlooked it in the Korean case 
because of the low total. 

Fitch IBCA concludes now 
thai a high proportion of short- 
term debt always matters and es- 
pecially in markets which are not 
very liquid. And if much of the 
debt is owed by the banking sys- 
tem. its soundness and liquidity 
are crucial. The solidity of the 
country’s market institutions 
has been proved fundamental by 
the Korean crisis. 

If there are any concerns 
about any of these - Lhe com- 
position of the foreign debt, 
liquidity, or the health of rhe 
banking system - overseas in- 
vestors ought to look for sub- 
stantial foreign exchange 
reserves as evidence that the 
country could weather a credit 
crisis. 

What's more, the need for 
evidence abouL the level of 
reserves means the IMF ought 
to require countries to publish 
details of the operations in for- 
ward currency markets, as these 
make a nonsense of official 
figures based on spot transac- 
tions. The UK has only just 


started to publish details of 
forward transactions. Thailand's 
reserves fell sharply early in 
1997 because of its previously 
hidden future liabilities. 

Finally, there is the role of 
the financial authorities them- 
selves. In Korea's case, ihe pres- 
idential election prevented a 
wholehearted response to the 
crisis. For example, the Bank of 
Korea prevented short-term in- 
terest rates from rising enough 
to attract new foreign capital as 
dehLscame due in December, ff 
this had happened, the situation 
might not have taken such a dra- 
matic turn for the worse before 
the IMF forced an increase in 
rales. 

The report’s verdict: **Wc 
over-estimated the sophistica- 
tion of Asian policy makers, w ho 
have proved gixid fair-weather 
navigators, but very- poor sailors 
in a storm." 

The morals can be sum- 
marised as: take account of all 
measures and dimensions of in- 
debtedness: only completely 
trust countries for which the 
co Miumie and financial data are 
fully transparent; and scrutinise 
carefully its particular institu- 
tional and political situation. If 
that seems to rule any emerg- 
ing market, well, that still leaves 
gilts and US Treasury bonds for 
the faint-hearted. 


I'm backing Ken Livingstone for Mayor of 
London if the maverick Labour MP’s 
performance on Tuesday night is anything to 
go by. The moustachioed newt-fancier was 
addressing executives and journalists gath- 
ered on HMS Belfast, next to Tower Bridge 
in London, for the launch of the RBS Ad- 
van ta Platinum Card. 

One wag observed that Mr Livingstone had 
turned up in some rather scruffy trainers, to 
which Ken responded: “You may have noticed 
I am in Nfltes tonight. It's not that I’m try- 
ing to out-do Gordon Brown in informal 
dress, ft's just the fact that I was sprinting for 
an interview with David Mellor and I sprained 
my ankle. 1 think it was a judgement of God." 

Turning to Tony Blair's landslide election 
victory, Ken mused: “I think we would have 
won by a landslide if we had had a pig as a 
Labour Party leader.” 

Pinning the victory on Tory unpopularity 
rather than the electorate’s approval for New 
Labour. Ken continued: “We could have said 
we would raise taxes, we could have said we 
would slaughter the first bom. and we would 
have still got elected." 

Ken then awarded Mo Mowlam nine out 
of ten for courage in her handling of the 
Northern Ireland peace talks, and Gordon 
Brown zero for his performance as Chancellor 
to date. Our hero thinks the dour Scotsman's 
economic policy wfll lead to a “monster re- 
cession" because the pound is overvalued. 
“It's going to be an absolute disaster," Ken 
chirped happily. 

Instead. Ken wants higher personal and 
corporate taxes and lower interest rates, 
together with a 100 per cent tax rebate on 
all new investment projects. Any takers? 


date Hong Kong’s investment bank, 

Peregrine? • - , - 

Mr Hague is 47, British, and was educat- 
ed at Bootle Grammar SchooL He joined 
Price Waterhouse in Southampton in 1975 and 
moved to Hong Kong in 1978 after being 
made a partner. He is in charge of PW s in- 
solvency practice in the former colony. . 

A PW colleague of his in London tells me 
that Mr Hague lists his “non-profcssfonal ac- 
tivities' 7 as “Member of the Ladies’- Recre- 
ation dub”, whateverthat may mean. ^ We all 
ueed to relax, I suppose. 

Mr Caswell, 42, also a Brit, was educat- 
ed at Buxton College in Derbyshire. HewetU 
straight to Hong Kong in 1980 after quali- 
fying as an accountant with Thomson Mc- 
Clintock (now KPMG). He spent a few years 
in PWs London office specialising in bank- 
ing and capital markets. Mr Caswell was also 
a member of a joint panel set up by the Hong 
Kong Society of Accountants and the Inde- 
pendent Committee Against Corruption. 

Which leaves Mr Osborne, an American 
originally from LA, the only non-partner of 
the trio. 
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Fresh from having a dreadful Chris tmas . 
Dixons has just recruited the FTSE’s youngest 
finance director (l think). The fresh-faced Ian 
Livingstone, aged just 33. was boon iu 
Glasgow and went to Manchester University, ■ 
where he graduated at the spotty age of 19. 
He trained to be an accountant at Arthur 
Andersen and put in stints at Bank of 
America and 3i before joining Dixons seven 
years ago. 

Tbe most aormal thing about the 
wunderkind is that he’s a mad keen Celtic 
supporter. 

Mr Livingstone will replace Robert 
Shrager, who is leaving Sir Stanley Kalins’ 
right-hand side after 10 years at the stores 
group. Mr Shrager fancies a go at “turn- 
around situations”, he said. Well, there’s no 
shortage of those in retailing at the moment, 
what with Laura Ashley, Sears, Liberty ... 
but not Dixons. 
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So who are David Hague, Stephen Caswell 
and Donald Osborne, the suits from Price 
Waterhouse who have been sent in to liqui- 


Dog raring, traditionally the haunt of Del Boy 
at places such as Catford in south-east 
London, is about to acquire a rather more 
polished swagger. Sir Wiliam Rons, colonel 
of the Coldstream Guards and one of this 
country's most distinguished soldicis, has been 
made chairman of the British Greyhound 
Raring Board 

Geoffrey Thomas, chief executive of the 
Board, is bullish about the dogs. “It’s the 
second most popular sport in the country, and 
£1.5bn is year is bet on the dogs. We had a 
very good 1997," Mr Thomas said 

“Sir William is joining at a very exciting 
time for the sport,” Mr Thomas added. “We 
are aiming to change its image, with more 
young people and women coming along.” 
Sony, Del Boy, there’s no room at the track. 
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Grand plan looks like wishful thinking 


The long-awaited 
financial plan for the 
future of racing was 
unveiled yesterday amid 
talk of a united front, but 
as Greg Wood reports, its 
implementation will 
prove to be more 
difficult still. 


After leafing through the S3 
pages which form the British 
Horse racing Board's Financial 
Plan for Racing, it is tempting 
to paraphrase Gerald Kauf- 
man's comment on the Labour 
Party's manifesto before the 
1983 General Election. If that, 
according to Kaufman, was the 
longest suicide note in history, 
then the result of Peter Savin's 
prolonged deliberation on the 


funding of racing is surely the 
longest begging letter - or that, 
at least, will be the inevitable 
conclusion among the hard- 
nosed politicians at whom it is 
directed. 

Like the rest of the audience 
at yesterday’s Industry Com- 
mittee Forum, which received 
the first official glimpse of his 
plans. Savili is passionaie about 
the sport of racing, and wants 
to see it thrive. He is aJso an in- 
telligent and thoughtful man. 
whose analysis of the industiy’s 
structure was, on the whole, a 
reasonable one. Yet the very 
strength of his affection for 
the game seems to have blind- 
ed him to cold political reality. 
“Stage one." he said afterwards, 
“is to convince the Government 
that we have a case" - so don't 
hold your breath for stage two. 

The bottom line in SaviU's 


calculations is that British rac- 
ing needs an additional annu- 
al investment of£105m to put 
it on a firm financial fooling and 
allow it to compete effectively 
with its major international ri- 
vals. He believes that racing it- 
self can find £25m through 
increased sponsorship, relaxed 
legislation allowing racecours- 
es maximise the use of their as- 
sets. and a larger return from 
the Tote. The remaining £8f)m. 
though, would arrive via a oil 
of 1.75 per cent in the rale of 
General Betting Duty, from 
6.75 to 5 percent, which would 
be passed on to the sport via the 
Levy. 

The breakdown of how Sav- 
ili would spend his £105m is in- 
structive. It includes £14m for 
marketing. £5m to make up for 
recent Levy deductions, £1.8m 
for integrity services - and a stag- 


gering £69.31 m in extra prize- 
money for impoverished race- 
horse owners like, welt Savili. 
Again, he has the well-being of 
racing at heart, hut the sight of 
a multi-millionaire tax exile ar- 
guing that he should receive cash 
from ordinary, tax-paying pun- 
ters to reduce the cost of his hob- 
by was almost surreal. 

Now, Savili will argue that his 
cash injection would improve 
racing so immeasurably that bel- 
ling turnover would soar, al- 
lowing ihe Government’s right 
hand to reclaim - via duty and 
corporation lax on bookies - 
what it had given away with its 
left. This may be true, but then 
again, it may nou Look at it 
from Gordon Brown's point of 
view. You can do nothing and 
keep raking in £300m a year 
from betting duty. Or you can 
cut duty as Savili would like, and 


risk finding yourself accused of 
handing millions of pounds to 
some of Britain's richest citizens, 
people who. in any case, almost 
certainly voted Tory back in 
May. Politicians like to boast 
about taking difficult decisions, 
but that, you suspect, wOl be one 
of the easier ones. 

Such was clearly the rea- 
soning of Lord Wakeham. who 
resigned 24 hours before the 
plan was unveiled rather than 
attempt to sell it the Govern- 
ment or defend it in public. His 
scepticism was not shared by 
many members of yesterday's 
audience, and representatives of 
trainers, breeders and (sur- 
prise, surprise) owners all greet- 
ed the presentation warmly. 
Jndeed. Savili would no doubt 
be a popular choice to succeed 
Wakeham, and while he ap- 
peared to rule out that possi- 


bility yesterday, at least one of 
his denials was of the non- 
committal, serve-if-called-upon 
variety that Jim Hacker always 
carried off so well. 

The remainder of yester- 
day's business was inevitably 
overshadowed by The Plan, 
and there was little of the acri- 
mony which has made previous 
Forums so enjoyable. Mel 
Davies, one of the prime 
movers behind an attempt to 
build a new racecourse at Pfem- 
buiy in South Wfcles, did at least 
launch a long attack on the 
BHB Board for its refusal to 
sanction the plans. Such was his 
anger, however, that a very 
telling point - that some of the 
board members faced a conflict 
of interest when it came to a 
vote - was lost in the stream of 
bitterness. 

Last night, meanwhile, Sav- 



Savillr passionate plea 


ill was due to board a plane to 
Dubai in order to present his 
plan in person to Sheikh Mo- 
hammed, who has threatened to 
withdraw from British racing un- 
less the finances of the sport arc 
improved. Out in the Emirates, 
the Sheikh need only issue a de- 
cree in order for his wishes to be- 
come law. How Savili must wish 
that the British system could be 
equally uncomplicated. 


Fitzgerald is free for Celibate role 


Big Matt has joined Ask Tom 
among the big names that will 
miss Saturday's Victor Chandler 
Handicap Chase at Ascot, while 
Lord Dorcet is the contender at- 
tracting most betting interest. 

Without Big Malt who land- 
ed the two-mile event in 1996, 
Nicky Henderson's stable- 
jockey. Mick Fitzgerald, be- 
comes free to ride Celibate, who 
is favourite in some lists. 
Richard Dunwoody. who had 
also been under consideration 

WINCANTON 


Punter with Cavalier attitude splashes out £3,000 


for thaL ride, could now partner 
Lord Dorcet or Native Mission. 

Ask Toms absence means 
that the weights for the race will 
rise by 1 lib, leaving Mulligan as 
the new top weight and bring- 
ing all bar Green Green Desert 
into Lbe handicap proper. 

One of those to benefit by 
the weight rise is Lord Dorcet, 
who was cut from 8-1 to 5-1 by 
William HOI yesterday and from 
7-1 to 6-1 by CoraL The latter 
firm had eased the gelding to 


7-1 only the previous day from 
an initial price of 11-2. but 
there were plenty of takers yes- 
terday and by lunchtime Coral 
had been forced to think again. 

Victor Chandler Handicap Chase (Ascot. 
Saturday) Coral: 9-20r Royal, S-1 Cefcate. 
n-2 Mdlgan. 6-1 (from 7-1) Lord Dorcet. 7-1 
Arctic Kronen. Ciantonan Challenge, 8-1 
Leotard. 9-t Jetted. 14- 1 Time Won't vita, 20- 
) Storm Alert Name Msaon. 35-1 Green 
Green Desert 

William Hilt 4-1 Cettoate. 9-2 Or Royal. 5-1 
Lord Dorcet (from 8-1J. n-2 hUgan. 7-t Arc- 
tic Kinsman. B-1 Cumbrian Chalenge, 10-1 
JeHtel (from 12-u Leotard W-1 Tim* Wont 
Wart 16-1 Big Matt 25-1 Native Msswn 33- 1 
Green Green Desert. 


Kendal Cavalier, winner of the 
long-distance chase at Chel- 
tenham on New Year's Day. 
was the subject of an extraor- 
dinary £3.000 cash bet for the 
Grand National yesterday. 

A Coral betting-shop cus- 
tomer in West London placed 
£2.000 to win and £1 ,000 to place 
on the Rod Miliman-trained 
gelding at 50-1 for the Aintree 
marathon. Coral reacted by cut- 
ting the odds on Kendal Cava- 
lier to 33-1 from 50-1. 


“The customer has shown 
himself to be a particularly 
good judge when it comes to 
ante-post betting," Coral’s 
spokesman. Simon Clare, said. 
“Kendal Cavalier is a sound 
jumper and a thorough slayer, 
so will love the unique charac- 
teristics of the National." 

That may be true but on this 
occasion the punter's optimism 
is surely misplaced. The weights 
for the National have not yet 
been framed but Kendal Cav- 


alier is certain to have to race 
with a lot more than his true 
handicap weight on his back - 
which is a serious disadvantage 
in the Grand National - and re- 
quires testing ground to show 
his best - conditions which 
rarely prevail at Aintree. 

After the release of the In- 
ternational Classifications on 
Tuesday, William Hill's anle- 
post Classic betting has been 
shaken up with money for sev- 
eral horses, notabtv Tamarisk in 


the 2,000 Guineas and Bahr in 
the Oaks. 

Grand National (Antree 4 Aprf) Coral: 12-1 
Suny Bay. 16-1 Rough Quest 20-1 Earth 


Suny Bay, 16-1 Rough Quest 20-1 Earth 
SurwriL Seven Towers, 25-1 Hm 01 Praise. 
Tima For A Run, Clel Da Brarc Encore Un 
Peu Coome h* Belmont King. King mate*. 
33-1 others. 

Oaks Stakes (Epsom. 5 Jraw): WBflam Hilt: 
-14-1 Gtorwaa, 16-1 Bate (from 20-11 Cape 
Itorf, Jbft 20-1 Exclusive, fovng Ctem. 2fr1 
Ashraakat RavteES. La Nuh Rose; AMnlgtit 
Line. 

2,000 Guineas (Newmarket. 2 May): evens 
Xaar, 6-1 Second Empne, a-i King Of 
Kings, 10-1 Tamarisk (from 14- ij, 20-1 Dag- 
gers Drawn (from 16-1). 25-1 Central Park. 
Haam Saratoga Sprite* Zaya. 33-1 Bntang, 
Chester House, Docks der, Fantasy tstend 
Fleetwood. La-Faah, Rate. Teapot Row. 
Twickenham 


HYPERION 

1.10 Dines 3.10 Trying Again (nb) 

1.40 Totally Yours 3.45 Capenwray 

2.10 ALLER MOOR (nap) 4.15 Percy Crow 

2.40 Province 

GOING: Good to Salt (Soft n places). 

• Right-hand, galoping couse. Hin-tn of 200yd. 

• Course to NE of town on S3081 Temptecon-fce station 4m ADMISSION: Members 
0250 (Junior Members, 17 to 22 yean. E65Q) ; TtStereate £8; Course (and care to course) 
£X (Under- Ifle free into ol enclosures). CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe — 34 winners from 135 runners gives a success ran 
of 252%; P Nlcholls 27 from 179 (208%); J Gifford IS from 68 £22.1 %); P Hobba M from 
TOO (14%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 17 wins from 92 rides gwea a success mao of 185%: 

T Daacooibe W from 76 (132%); G Bradley 9 from 38 (25%); R Johnson 8 from 32 (25%). 

• FAVOURITES: 182 wins In 415 races (39%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Overrunning (tEQ; SKema Creek (240); Challenger Du Luc 
(insured) (310). 

|l in! SPETTlSBURY 'NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £2,500 added 2m Penalty Value £2^06 

1 022-S DUES (41) (CD} (T ChappetT CUry) P Ndnfe 8 11 IT TJ Murphy 

2 14-Mi POTTER AG/UN (20) (CD) (J Eft<fer)0 Mctakon 8ft 6.. . R Thornton 

3 0- BUDDY DIVER (255) (Ms Sbi Geie} C Poptam 5 Tl 5 R Greene 

4 21 U -00 CHARLIE HAWES (30) (Sha Knghi Exhtaflons) S Mdor 9 n 5 CWBbhjS) 

5 2*606 COOL AS A CUCUIffi® (26) (Rasfteigh Amn) 0 Shervraod 7 71 5 JIRfctaids 

6 D F0UN]WNVUE(4Q(JDBoimngg)UMBdgMdi5lt5 — S Fenton 

7 14 GO CAHOOTS (MSA) PQdteteeBsrlEl ft Jchnttreton) Alltel 5 n 5 _ C flee (7) 

B 1 KBfTlSH HARD (50} (EQ (Lfcs Cadre Perfcts) NGasetoe6Ti 5 WMsnton 

9 0Z3i/ LAICEFIELD LEADS! (641) (Newtuy Ownes) N Hendercoi 7 II 5 JIARtgarald 

« OP IAN0 WHANG (16) (Ms N Booby) A J Bmty 7 Tl 5 G Hogan (3) 

H 0 LUSCOIIBEp4)tP Jcres) P JonBo511 5 G llpton 

■e 23234 HEAT FEAT(40)(D) (Food Brakes Ltd) DEJs*wrti7116 PHofey 

0 000 StU/ER GULL (20) (J BuL A Cleaw & T Baffin) H How 7 fl 5 - .G Short* (7) 

V M ZABAfil (38) (P J ftmel G Thoner 5 fl 5 -BPowfl 

tt 0S42 JAGUES GLEN («J)(Brt (The MwfriflsLMJP Hobbs 5 no- GTtenwy 

• OOfP Of®Wfl«ING(31J(RTSUBnhcw5)AHHarwy6ilO- - J A McCarthy B 

17 5000 OODHDGE LADY (70) (HtAow BoillOT Pshp) N TiMjnDares 7fl0- - ..TJteis 

S 48 S0L0ISM (26) (k% ft Mg M C YBo) R AHsr 5 TT 0 A Thorton 

- IB declared - 

BETTING: 5-2 Go Cahoots. 3-1 Poller Again, 114 Dime, 134 Karttefr Bard, M Note Feat, 10-1 
CortAsACucumbet 16-1 lakefieM Laadec 20-1 Jecqnia* Glen, Otortfge Leads; KM others 
1997: (reeling abandoned due to ana* on couse 

FORM GUIDE 

Coin Raeb 7b ctefm on GO CAHOOTS coted be Synficarn, as *t means he gets a tar 
bit of weigrii from the pena&ed course and dtatance winners Dines and Potter Again 
Coosicssmg Go Cahoots had won hs orty bunper Iasi season on hm ground, he shovred 
plenty of potential when just taing to get up against the tended Bracey Rtei in reeling 
condrttons a lowcester before Christmas on tea huxSng debut Had he starred hra ran 
tram tfe rear a tot Barter he rmgte hare won and ttw winner dd hts btt to uphoo me 
form In np-otess company at Sandown on Saturday. Hah report Drrea wasn i consid- 
ered tuly lit when beafrig Go Cahoots' stahSamete Tree Creeper half a length here n 
November- He Is beck to a more suitable race attar Deng raised n class at Sandown 
non tree, but he was five lengths adrift of Bracey Run on that occasion and waid ap- 
pear held. Porter Agan Is totowtefl the farely tradtion n graduating to huttoig atw a 
successful flma In bumpers. She made amends for renrang loo freely at Haydock on her 
introduction with a comfortable wit hare on Boning Day and has the scope to go on 
from there A teg danger. Chepstow bumper winner Kentish Bard comes tram a good 
juretHg tardy and seems a better prospect than I^FettaJc^ hying tebreg 
he duck over hurdles. Setectton. GO cahoois* 

fTAft BLACKMORE VALE NOVICE CLAIMING HURDLE (CLASS 
* 1 p) £2,500 added 2m Penalty value £2,164 

\ 2140) ■TOTMJ2fYOURSP7)(B)fltngrtV1a»WPaiWato(ftVIPlpaft , t'B . dUwto rJ/ 

2 0/ AMERICANVAL (FR) (971) (Ms S C Maine) S Mrtx B n fl - -.C Water ( B 

3 244PP COOL WEATHER (Al) (RJftartlCPofhsm Dll B GlbcmeyB 

4 00 BUY IIY PlY (47) (HJM Wfebb) HWsCbSh 5 ...... - — — 

5 360343 INDIAN NECTAR (IS) (Ws Caret Nwnrai) R Brafierton 5 n 5 NWSamson 

E P-P04C ALBHtTTHE LION (14) (J Nwto) J teteBf g -. VSSSS 

7 (M SUNWSE SPECIAL (T5) (FA Lantlrigard P Ji 4 -Sftera^h 

6 CALAKORELLA (FltBJ (MB Oemmcei G BtetogS tl 3. J f 

9 IPJPPP GRANSTOWN LAKE (58) |U R CtenhBS A Barmw 7 11 3 WMcFartmJ 

O mt> (TSN0TS1MPLE ( 16 ) (Mm G A fcbarts) RFrwl E h 3 

II DPCMP DOTMYTHREE(14)(PSbd0)RH«fcesan2- - _Ttt»a«*e 

c OP-an RVEBOYS (15) (MnS RHoc^B Tl 2 -PHo“Y 

Q 00 SKB7T HOSE (2D) (Stert Pteteers) M h 1.- Wlfa«tw 

M P3 5 -05 PETROS GBi (38) (UreHAM/ial) M Bdtcr 5 hO .. .- j -_ 

■B KAUKXAflD (FIBfi) (Gerard DuAhom Stul) A Barrow 4 10 n - LCur ^iJ2 

fi LIMELIGHT (F1 12) (SB Partnera) P tt H** » g - 

17 PAPTTA (FZ7) (ftos*S Wxd RaOUQ) N Larrpard A ® S j- - TiSlSoi 

B tf TRUE WSION (<6) (Htehaat HeddldOW G M Timet 4 10 2 JPower(7) 

HTTT1NG- 4-7 Totafly YOure, B-1 tec&Bi Nactac 10-1 Oomiy Three. 12-1 

been carn P ai E2!Ivi^^^lSnuma at Havdodc. That* far better farm than ihe rest have 

sssSHSiSSsSssasssafM: 

Obvroua tndtan ^^^tection: TOTALLY YOURS 

and Papila have al shown ab«y on the FiaL 

=n III in LUMB CHALLENGE CUP HANDICAP CHASE 

2.10 (CLASS D) £5,000 3m If 110yds Penalty Value £3,864 

JT3P3 ^pRr*^(i4)(TNsa Aljetermwi. DAborpCBroateSn G — 

3 6U223 AMJHE LAVAL (19) (CO) ^,'L n TJ Murphy 

8 tti-IS AUBHIOOfi W W B Fenton 

a MMK SPECIAL ACCOUNT (ZB) (CO) (toy Fit H0)C H,Bar»jeiJ2 ^ rnmto 

J SSfBMOUKP 

C 32-01 LUXEWARMnn^SI^ ^D^ ^a^^ 

Mrtnura SrifJSitoffiMASe I Si?Sl Bear Ctew. 15-2 Art Prince, 6-1 

BETTING! 4-1 Cooie M Hire Tb Think, 20-1 others 



ALLHt MOOR capped laSerareteon- 

« StrOfonf in a Merttn^ fSlSmSnS DY^ w h a n®*® han,i ® a P 
Armed that to mp with tha fronwunnng 

here m November on Mb e&X since but heh a yang 

Symbol OF Success over 

hon» wtth the scope won lor the second ww 

Conte HO te a ira»« 'T^nrfy-run race at Strartbrd 16 days ago K 
When ^ ^ ^ tying ahs haanl got Cftite 

toote as if ^ Baer Claw was hawig 

right is har tomtfw thrt last to firosh 

hs first outing of ^ Bay here in November - R* 0 Of Bounea 

tterdirfien Andre |I ^ was 

e^enfftced horeas fu. 

anteehe wii two races aBrf* 

first time and SpaeW Account and Permcaler saoom ALLER MOOT 

these days. — 


A?fl JAMBOREE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HUR- 
_ -TJ DLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m Penalty value £2,500 

22t3- FTTZWILUAM (USA) (327) (D) (BF) IP Melon) I Baltfrig 5 12 0 FKenfryQI 

<6<43 CRAND0N BCXJLEVARD (33) (D) (Ms S Moms) Ms J fttman 5 n O . .. R Gananl (6) 

'22-01 AAL EL AAL (30) (CO) (lifts drain) Hake) P Hobbs h n fl PHertey 

41/P VAUANT (20) (UisHMJonesI T Forser7 n 6 JMogfbrd(3) 

0C6- MUHTADI (F210) (CD) (The C i G 5 Paitnertfipj Mss H Knghi 5 h 3. R Thornton 

n-0« BLADE OF FORTUNE (17) (D)(VG Gterewy) VGreenwayt) 10 B -XAtzpuiu 

136HF A S JU (BO) (D) iH Jones) 0 GNei 7 08 H0fiwr(3) 

02-055 BON VOYAGE (17) (Froth Refaten Partnershpj P Hobte 6 U B. - . E Husband B 

2P-S33 WaJON ARSENAL (35) (PaUtan Bpadsiack) K Bshop 6 X) 7 GSipple 

■5-431? PROVINCE (14) (53) U E Bra«nt C Mam 5 T) 7 .. JMagreB 

50 TWO TO TANGO (49) (F J Mte 3 to W iasl N Tuctwi-Oaves 5 OT...N KcMSey D) 

0®-64 UAN0LETE (T9) (D) (C Flea) tes M Jonas 7 10 5 .MDunns 

U3221E SL1EMA CREEK (48) (D) i Jar* Joseph) P htodbs 4 10 4 J Goidaate (3) B 

2310 CLASSIC RAL (USA) (17) (D) (P C Toryi N R Mthel 7 V 3 . . . .Soplto IfitcM 
35-053 GLOWING WOT (19) (D) (P ShdH R Hodges fl 02 TOrecomiM 


233P-0 SIMPLY (35) (D) (P Ghbonsj M Ibijwck B Hi 0 MBa£hator(3) 


17 Pi-056 STORM TIGER (20) (Dl (r) F Partrertfipl S Met* 7 O Q . - CWabb 

IS W56& PAUADfUM BOY (271) (Paflatem Utf) M F^e f. TO P JHoet(6) 

- IB detewad- 

tfimnu m iroffliL 70a True haKUap wwghtx Skm figer da ^ PaBaOtm Bo* Sa CB>. 

BETTING: 7-1 Sflema Cmk, B-1 Two 1b lingo, 10-1 Ciandon Boteevwd. A 5 Jka Wettcm Arse- 
nal, Province. Storm Tiger. 12-1 othen 

FORM GUIDE 

Palladium Boy has his fist run tor Martin Pipe and s on a handcap mark to be ex- 
ploited if some improvement can be found He'd hare to be watched in the betting. A S 
JIM is up 12to Slice the start of the season yet has to be considered wed treated as he 
was a dose third from wefi out ol ihe handicap when falng at the hnal f*£#ri at Chel- 
tenham last tine in the race m which previous winner Spencfid bear subsequent scorer 
None Stirred. That was ewer 2m St a mp. A S Jre realty needs, but he rs also effective 
at this rmnmre trp as he showed when winning ovei WarwicKs sharp two mies first 
time out this season Province hafl true chance to confirm if the progress he showed 
when wtrereg in first -time Markers at UngfieW had been mamamed by taltng r a cteai 
lead at the Bid at Eneier an New Year’s Dey That fa* rr»gre nave been a bte^smg r cfrs- 
guse. as tie would not have maintained the galop m the desperate ground and he is r 
with a chance on the Lngfield form Sfiema Creek & beng tried h btrtiers and seems 
reasonably treated against hs elders on ha Worcester wwi n October Frtzwilltam was 
a decent novice last season and wound up by firwteng tted to Drsalowed at Doncast- 
er m February He hasn’t raced smee and that may be a problem with his big weight. Aal , 
El Aal has far more on he plate than when wrong a Hereford seSer last month, but | 
C ran don Boulevard, MuhtndL TWo tb Tango, VaDant and Wetton Arsenal all nave a 
chance 3J thev best in a comp strove handcap Selection. A S JIM , 

|o ml JOHN BULL CHASE (CLASS B) £10,500 added 2m 5f 
°- lw l Penalty Value £7,116 

1 531-5 AMTRAK EXPRESS (26) (CO) (Airoah Express Ltd) Us J Pitman r. n V R Furort 

2 4-2222 CHmEHGERDUUJC(FR)PB)(C0)(0AJttT6miMPl»BtT» APKcCoyY 

3 -K8W STATELY HOME 00) (D) (F Sanenj P Biwer 7 Tt C NWBBamson 

4 25-h F CALL1SOE BAY (2fi) (D) (R Vterasi 0 Shsoraod 9 n 5 J A McCarthy 

5 ,’72-60 TRYING AGAIN (33) (CO) r* - H Cere) D Garde*, (i n ’ R Dumoady 

- S declared - 

BETTING; 6-5 Challenger Du Luc. 9-4 Trying Again. 4-1 CaBsoe Bay 18-t Solely Home. 14-1 Am- 
tiak Express 

FORM GUIDE 

Anyone who gave CHALLENGER DU LUC me Denefit ol me doubt aMer he was caught 
by Callisoe Bay's I9tb worse m) renewed effort a Newbury would have been apoptec- 
irc after hs display n me King '3eorge h® was cantenng ail over thai tvc^i-ciass twto m 
The ara*gfti only to decide encugn was enough cro ihe run-ro and hand the pnze io See 
More Business Four seconds the season snow Challenger CVj Luc lor whai he ts. yei 
for afl mat me eight year-old has bags cl afciHy and is worth one more chance m ifss 
wnal field with a visor on instead ol h» usual barters Aher aH hed had Trying Again 
wav betend when chasrog home Senoi E» Bemitfi m Chefienhams Tnptepnw Chase test 
month That of course wou)dr i be a lair comparison tor Trying Again whod am so well 
unlit naming out of stamina ,n me Hennessy Go<d Cup after a tav-ott and probably kund 
ihe Chaltenham race coming a tel soon Trymg Again is a high-class performer m hns 
own ngnt - he was a OH uniucfey agaro subsegueni Scon eh Mauona! winner Belmont 
King /re c TOto) at Chepstow lasr seasor. - and woted be me one to be on should Chal- 
lenger Du Luc inrow in the irwei agam Selection CHALLENGER DU LUC 


NWBBamson 
J A McCarthy 
R Duntoody 


Selection CHALLENGER DLi LUC 


W E THER BY 

HYPERION 

1.20 Shore Party 1.50 Cattiy Hang 2.20 Gen- 
eral’s Orders 2.50 Glitter Isle 3^5 Escartefigue 
3.55 Caulker 

GOING: Soft (Heavy in ptacee). 

• Left-hand oval cmut Run-in of 200yds sightly uph* 

• Course is NE of town on B1224 near junction of A58 and AL 
ADMISSION: Club 03; TatteraaJls £9; Course £3 (QAPs E2) Ac- 
companied under- 18s free CAR PARK; Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: Mrs M Revetey 44 wire 
from T82 rureera (342%). G Richards 24 HO (218%). T Easter- 
ly 21-89 (238%). D Nicholson 18-67 (269%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Mvan43 wins from 171 rides (25.1%) 
LWyer 40-161 (3tB%l. A Dobbin 8-1V) (167%) R Guest 17-81 (21%) 

• FAVOURITES: 200 urns from 467 races (428%) 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Black Ice Boy GL201 

H 901 EBF ’NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HOLE 
(CLASS D) £3^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 0-3461 SHORE PARTY (20) N linstai-Cteres 6 n 5 .. CUeweiyn 

2 n 8WSP GBfTUf (13) Ms S 5mm 8 11 5 RGusst 

3 326- BILLY BUCXSK1N (342) J Turner 6 tIO--.- R Supple 

4 COURSE DOCTOR GM MooeB nO J CsOaghan 

5 252-5F HRSTUGHT(2B) JJO«i61TO ECnfloghai 

G 62 HILLESDEN (29) (BF) D Nctirtson 5 Tl Q R Johnson 

7 » WTO THE BLACK (297) Us M Rewtey 7 tl 0 NSntitit 

5 40-S JACK R0B80 (71) J FitzGerald 6 It 0 PCartwry 

? PF-004 WNGPADOTjmUBSJcrreaitllQ ...^lkSDuiac*(5) 
V 3n- MERRY MASQUB1ADE (338) UsMRraiey 7 IT 0 .PNhnai 

n 34U-5 MR BRUNO (132) M Barnes 5 HO STiylofp) 

12 £53& MR TEK COMPONENTS (20) Ms M Ftevetey Bit 0.. G lee 

T3 00 MRHNG THE WAVES (43) T Easterby 5 HO RGantty 

■4 65233 REVOLT (40) (BF) T EasJertw 6 Tt 0 LWyw 

6 1- RIVBT DON (347) (D) M W Eaaterby 6 n 0 A Dobbin 

H 344.; ROMAN OUTLAW (67) M Hammrd 6 Tl 0 DBerttey 

17 40/ THE TIGER HUNTS? (799) (BF) J MJefferoon 711 0 

- . . AKSmJtl»(7) 

B 355-5 WOODFIELD VISION (4B) (BF) Ws M Ftoidey 7 rt 0 

. . . MH Naughtan (5) 
S 56022- UPPYL0UISECB3)MraMRevaey6O9 UrTOomeifbnJ (7) 

20 SH3FRAT BIG 09 Gayl^ons 

21 G- UP THE CREEK (453) kfe. M Rowland 6 10 0. . P MhJgtoy (3) 

-21 declared - 

i BETTING: 11-4 Shore Party. 3-1 Swop Gendy.6-1 HDesden.B-1 Meny 
Masquerade. 10-1 Jack Hofcbo, RevteL i2-r Into Rie Black, 14-1 others 

H eh I W1KE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
_LrrJ £5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 2tP=U- RANDOM HARVEST (290) (OBF) life M tte^ry 9 'OC 
: 430-2 CATTLY HANG (iq (CD) J Lagr 6 tl 7 „ ... A Dubbin 

3 n -'FPP BSYM (31) (CO) M W Easertjy ft tt 7 RGsnfltyB 

•: 4-5C3 S^TER R05ZA (19) (D) S Lantyiron t) n 2. . GBrateay 

5 22134) NICHOLAS PLANT (13) (CD) JG<*fe9 ft 2. R McGrath Q) 

6 353 3F UINEUA EXPRESS (76) J H Jchnscn 9 Tt 2 Jtr C Bow«f (3) 

7 5-23SU IN TRUTH (191(01 (HF) 3 GoSngsttO It RJohnson 

S I-212P GEMS LAD (20) (BR Mrt S Srnth It ttfl R Guest 

9 'Pfc DOCS DILEMUA (14) 0 Shaw 9 ID 6 . Gf»y Lyons 

O 3e?TC CUMBERLAND BLUES (14) (D) A J Lad wood 9 V) 3 . . . 

MssADentof 

n «3Pft HAGSWAY(20)MToduntar8Xi3 PCartwry 

- H dedarad - 

BETTING- 3-1 Cady Hang, 5-1 Random Harvest B-1 Sister Rosa, 7-1 
In Truth. B-1 Nicholas Plant. 9-1 Cumberland Blues. 10-1 inhere 


fo-TEl COHSCOMBE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,500 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £3.373 

1 T4t3U BOOTS MADDEN 114) iBF) fl j A Pm*») l*» V tfflfems * ft 10 NWBamaon 

2 33212 LADY HIGH SHERIFF (315) (D) (BF) iM Ward-Ttomas) T Forw 8 ft 9 S Wynne 

3 5taC! WHO AM I (30) (D) in 'JWsteadi ft Ai-£f 2 ft 6 R Dunwoody 

4 5422-3 MAJORS LEGACY (37) (Mrs G Leghl T f^jraet 3 n 5 A Thornton 

5 INDIAN DELIGHT (IT) | jo* & Joame FtctoTEi M Ftps 6 ft 5 C Maude 

6 4552-.’ MILLERS FORD (S6) (0) (BF) (Ms Den* Fiewer) N Gasdee ~ n 5 W Mareton 

7 UtE20 BLUE LAWS (61 8] fD) i Kjrfe) P Meh* Sli TJMuntey 

B P42-SS FMNIGAN FREE (17) utes iaren Rch/ G Ham fl ft r MrUFrlOlfT] 

9 22P/4F CAPENV1HAY (T61 iE> K Peppani J hnj '? tt 2 APMcCoy 

0 D-a-m WINNOW (20) fErvgmaaairgilfesH Knew 6 B O JCulwy 

It 40-1*1 HIGH MOOD (26) (D| (Mrs c Faroha) T George- fl <19 H 

12 36=5 F COUNTRY STORE (20) (Weafieti fteong) A P Jones 9 W 7 SMcfM 

a P42-A EKEUS (501 PASS S J funfl 9 O 7 MAFtagerakt 

14 OtP-SP GREBfflELD GEORGE |17) (Mrs hairta Vannj P Hctte 7 ©6 GTormay 

S P-6243 DARING KING (IS) iCIaow Sur*ssj M &*cro 9 04 LAspeJ P) 

* -52 43 COSA FUAJR (19) iMariyn Bocmi K Beriey B tl 3 MrRWahJey(S) 

- 16 declared - 

BETTING: 6-1 Indian DefighL 7-1 Winnow. B-1 Boon Medoen. 9-1 Capenwray. 10-1 Milleretonl 1 1- 

1 Hioh Mood. 12-1 Melois Legacy. 14-1 Cosa Fualr. Flmiigan Free. Who Am L 16-1 outers 

FORM GUIDE 

The ■rtprovrg Ekeua is unbeaien m bom starts tfus seasiar bui siabtemaie CAPfcN- 
WRAY may be ihe ore to be on. Always up against it when Icnxtft itrv detauh) beterid 
some speedy horses m Qrepsiow m November Capenwray was about to bare tha firsi 
outmg n 19 months way behmd gnt i laliing irvee out r Spring Gabs race ai Sirattora 
16 days ana He «w>ufd probate)- rare been only Itwd bui 6 gradualy comrogi bate 'o 
the term wtrah enabled him io fnsh second to such horses as Trymg Agan (here land 
General Grad* o« a much teqher mark two seasons ago. Vtfnrmg intn point -ro-ooinrer 
Boots Madden made a convincing start 10 hts ehasrog cat ear urid« Htees « «« cas- 
tor m September and needed the run bertno Hiltm. ai Towcester a weeh Detore . Can-«st- 
mas wtoi nert seen out Tne teci thar he unseated ha noer at the fust at Windsor on 
New Years Dav is iusi b bfip from this omerwrse reta£4e simper and he may be the one 
they el have to beat. High Mood and Winnow rare been wrong small races and hare 
Sm » dB « company a more i-e*y danger betog Mlttorsford. who toohs Ihe part 
and wW hare feamt from h«s chaangdeBul behno Hern«w “SSjiSf 

ey and Btotfemae Lady High Sharffl are nee praspecia SeiecUon oAFtffWRAr 

nrTcl SPETTlSBURY 'NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
4.10) (CLASS E) (DIV IT) £2,500 added 2m Penalty value £2,206 

t 114- rs CHERRYMORE (47) (D) |8 S ews E rtrrwi **s J Am-iani 7 ft ir 

2 2- BENEFTWN-Kit® pM) fE* 1 Caflbgan.i fAss H wigte 6 h 5 

3 i-0 BaiyBQXflfltDJIBFJtAtecTideiirBniuMcLWriBiiB R Duwoo^ 

4 042-42 t»UimiYICRIS(t5)(EJMfr,-dlBM6Tt& .. - • 

5 DOUBLE TEMPO |3a Or, Partnershpt C Egertcn ■ " 5 

6 M50 DRAGON KING (41) tttagon ftLsotal Servoss) l H Barwefl 6 R 5 

7 JUSTAROAWEIMssAJcnesiGTKmerSflE BPOwa 

8 fi-TZl KNOCK LEADS? (19) (D) lArecn, ScfrtrtWI M F^efll r 5 _ APMCWy 

a ^ ORSWHlTHATBVSWm(15)(RMEW^lPH0ttB. flu • .MrRWWgflr^ 

-n 3 PERCY CROW (34) iVrs Susan PtoosiPterawr^ H5 

J 5 ROYAL SHREWSBURY (W) IUMS Xresi B h 5 O ^fr* 

t? ato SPORTING CHANCE (35) iH S Chamcn) n Rh a » J™* 

5 %. SWEB»Cl£AN(3(mimAngeesPaJe)JG^6n5. 

u 543-23 THEE CREEPER pfi) life; A Tyrol 6 ft 5 u,BMh(7) 

6 00 FLYING ARTIST 1311 |F Jrel B R Mtodn* no “ 1 llmw 

« rv HACK ON C57) (M'S A & Gwdivni P HoCOT- 6 ft 0 G Turmcy 

* OOWip SEE MINNOW (31) iM»SfM0Bnnm^3 JtotoWS "G N wamngtoripi 

« -n«CLARSACH(357)(E0«Sre(iTFcrsiaFn0 5*ry«w 

-iBdedared- _ , . _ _ _ 

RFTTiiiG 3.1 Cherrymora. 7-2 P««Y Cm* S- 1 Kn “* Lfladef - n ' r ^ f’J ree 

!5Ew2ffS; a— rK. mj *"» 

Biite Boxahd Knock Leader are c«h good tM**™'* 

squeni winner Country Beau r Perry Crows en.'elfent tterd betertfl 

The runner-up MteSde aiw ' a Cheitennam Dui mat was n»s tost ever tun an-1 

Dawn Leader and Goodume George a ^wnenru ownyrtwre ran «cli 

the winner 6 ou: rt :ne top tw ^ y M 

yard should ceramiy i-now where mev vend _J 


IO on I HEA LAUGH CONDITIONALS H'CAP 
HURDLE {CLASS F) £2^002m4f 110yds 

1 Si-233 MTTHRAIC (57) W Qmngttam BUD BKanfen 

2 1(031 NORDIC PRINCE (M2) (P) J OShaa 7 ft 7 ildiaet Brereun 

3 532ff1 BJJSIVE STAR (67) (Q l*S M Rowtay 8 It 1 _GUs 

4 845-22 FBWHBp^tesP3y7 01l ECnOaghai 

5 -«332 MDDYHVNERflfllCDBFJIAsSSirfrhBeil RWIttwon 
E 2-F310 SCOTTOHGRffll (4(Q(DBF) TEasttrtiy 7T)8. R McGrath 

7 6/M BLACK ICE BOY (36) fl Basknan 7 O B HBastiman B 

B 2C321 5 DAVIDS WAY (20) M Metis NHoredy(7)B 

9 3P/D3P WHATDIDVOUBAY (20) B BousfeU ID 104.. ,.C McConnadc 

« EWJB22 GHIBtAL'S ORDERS 120) Jlirw7 U3 — JJHonMta (3) 
ft 331/3- VILPRANQ (587) (BF) D Mcf tail 7 00 TSk*M(3) 

12 0632* TBCAS SCRAMBLE (47) BBaigh 9 V0 -- R Stiafiiolm (3) 

0 P4-P0P WHAT JW WANTS (28) J J OT« 5 00 J-Cooparp) 

- 13 doctored - 

Miwrun wnight fOst TomltanScaptnitflxVBpamM ifttLfefflsScraro- 
Dtoi Whet Jim Mats Qa nb 

BETTING 7-2 Ekishre Star. 4-1 S6tetonGrwn.il -2 DMdyRyntar, 7-1 
rare, 8-1 Genaafs Ordara. 12-1 IWtraic. Nordic Prtnca, 14*1 othars 

to cn'l MONKTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
^• gu l B) £10,500 added 3m If 

1 HDU- C0ULDNT BE BETTER (327) (D) C Brooks 11 G 0_G Bnufey 

2 R-642 imGUnS)MSSBE(l4)(p])Gnchaitteet1S._ADoUto 

3 2TTTJ STRATH ROVAL (20) (CO) OBwiwi ttt)5 — Mteamw 

4 1-14R) DEST1N DES1RUVAL (33) D Mchcfscn 7 t) 0 R Johnson 

5 21*-3 taiTTER ISLE (20) (Bfi J ffltato B «0 PHhte 

6 23FP-2 IBVEH MANDATE (4Q T Faster DUO PCartwry 

-fldectared- 

Unmm wtegfc Wit True handcap wogtts: Dossn D&fruwti 9» 130. , 
GSOer tote 9st (OBJ. River Mandate 0st 7RV. 

BETTING M Strath RoyaL 11-4 Unguldod Waaito. 93 Cotedte Be Bofr 
tar, 11-zfflBtof fata. ft-iDasthiDEsfruvat. B-1 FBvw Mandate 

10 ocj TOWTON NOVICE CHASE (GRADE 2) 

1 (CLASS A) £18,500 added 3m If 

1 1T-4P1 MAHLER (14) N Twston-ODries 8 ft 9 .CUa — yn 

2 5C-12 ESCARTHTCUE (33) (D 6F) DMchofeoi6T1 5--R Jotason 

3 022/33 FfflS LIKE GOLD (10) G Rufwds C Tl 5. ADobten 

4 «252 lANDSJGBffRY (19) JPShea 9115.. JNchate Brennan V 

5 64121/ WSIBlMUD0YRAWS(Itt1)(D)JH Johnson 811 5 

- - -PCartwry 

6 5&'4 FU ORGAN RECITAL (IQ) 0 Brsman 9 11 5 MBrarewi 

7 54Qn RADICAL CHOICE (31) (0) J Omon fl II 5 B Storey 

-7 doctored - 

BETTING 10-11 EacanaCgua, 7-2 MatifBc, 61 Racflca) Chtesa, B-1 Fates 
Lite Gold, 10-1 Landed Gantry; 20-1 Water Muddypm, 50-1 Organ Radbi 

IO eel COWTHORPE HANDICAP HURDLE 
l Q,qj l (CLASS C) £5,500 added 2m 

1 0C&.3P EXECUTIVE DESIGN (20) (DBF) MrcMRMtey612f) .Glee 

2 344C DANA POBfT (20) (D) (BF) Ms S SnNh 6 11 9 - H Guest 

3 P65-35 UNCLE DOUG pi) (CD) Us M Ftovdey 7 ft 5 -M Hantaan (7) 

4 303-21 PALACEGATE KING (2tQ(D) A WMans- 9 11 5 — IJanton(7) 

5 64m FENTERfnER(14)(D)FMurffigh6T13-- - A Dobbin 

6 RM3 NO MORE HASSLE (4Q) (DBfi Mrs MRRnby 571 l.PMwn 

7 203TO QUANGO (12) J FiizGteald 6 B tl -..FLaahyp) 

fl Q/CB MONICA'S CHOtCE (323) (DIM* MRsretef 7 Uft JtSn«i 

& 6502B CALflJtER (45) (CO) M Banes 5 D1 Stryfcx (5) 

13 31-251 POUTtCALTOWHl (12) (CO) R Mxon 11 O OX PfcCOTOte* p) 

It .30-0 BALLBWHDO0f(3fl)(DBRRfth9y6OOJUrSDM*W 

-11 declared - 

A&tfrnum. tou True wsighes: /totes/ Rarer 9a nto. SaffesnhidEton 9sf Bib 
BETTING 10030 No Mare Hassin, 5-1 P&tecsgnto Hng, 6! Can far. IB? 
Dana Point, IM Fan tenia: B-1 Quango. 9-1 Ptekksl Tawnia-1 ndiore 


LINGFIELD 


R Farrant 
JCulltey 
R Dunwoody 
LCunmaiafS) 
NWfflun-fion 
BFenun 
BPowMI 
APMcCoy 
.Mr R Widgfrr (7) 
A Thornton 
Q Byrne 
J Frost 
L Aspefl P) 
LHaivey 
Mr H Frith (7) 
G Tormey 
N WMtinmgton (7) 
SWywK 


HYPERION 

1 .30 Krayyan Dawn 2.00 Bartzhaf 2 JO Hal Hog 
Y aroom 3.00 Mutasawwar 3.35 Run Or Bust 
4.05 Castle Ashby Jack 

GOING: Siandaro STALLS: an - outsete: rest - rode 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low n sprints. 

• Left-hand sharp course 

• Course is SE ol icwn on B202SL Ungfieid tunon (served by 
London Vieiorrai ateore cotvsa ADMISSION: Members/ram- 
iV Extctosure CIO I under- 16s free) CAR PARK: Club C3: rest free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore — W wnners from 546 run- 
ners ^v« su-scess rano of 06%. M Johnston 50 from 271 (1B£%): 
R Hannon 44 from 318 (TL8%): Gay Kalleway 35 from 202 fT73%L 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Clark 62 wins from 5t3 ndes gives a 
success raoc' ot Ct% S Sander* 56 from 526 006%), S Whit- 
worth 40 from 302 032%). 0 Holland 3B from 186 1204%). 

• FAVOURITES: 66i mns n 2XH7 races [3£5%L 
BUNKERED RRST TIME: Rtvers Magic (vtsoredl 12001 

rr o nl LITTLE ACORNS SELLING HANDICAP 
l,ou l (CLASS G) £2.500 added 1m 4f 

1 55005 PRINCESS OF HEARTS (7) GL MOW 4 TOD . .. . 

A McCarthy (7) 11 B 

2 0w>5 FATHSi DAN (12)10 (DJGKteetray 990 . J WiUnson (7) fl 

? TOO- WONDERBOY(154)DMorre4 6H . .. _ ACtariiA 

4 Uso-i*- FRESH FRUtT DAILY (J36) (D) A hefevhy 69 4 -M Rlmniw ft 

5 CO-6- KIRBY OPPORTUNITY (JI4J (CD) GH»n VJ94 S DromS 

t JW 42 ALAGNfl (5) S C WJbans ‘ 6 Q R Hughes 7 V 

7 3.3&S2 KRAYYAN DAWN (9) |C 0 BF) J AtehrdflS9 S Whtworth? 
S 0306-? MEMORYS MUSIC (14) UMadowck 686 ..MFeteonlO 

3 Ott ILLEG/U1Y YOURS (51) L Montague Hal 5 6 6... .F Lyncfi 3 V 
t> 6>50- VICTORIA HOUSE t100)BPeei»4 S3 . . .Martin Dwyer 2 
ft 00-C- HEAVENLY HAND (J73) G L Moot 4 7® RBri86md(7)1 

-tl declared - 

fjLvnutr iwglr ?s '06 True trmxap twigw Hwren/y Hand 73 

BETTING 7-2 Meniory^li%ist Krayyan Dawn. 5-1 Fresh Ftu2Da9y.Alagna. 

6- r Fsttwr Den. ib-t Wondertioy, Princess Of Hearts, 18-1 others 

rarSo] PENNY WISE CLAIMING STAKES 
^• uu l (CUSS E) £3,750 added 1m 

1 4J3I-2 BANZHAFtl2)(C0)IBF)ijLMo<»59*) ACSBricI 

2 12651- SALTY BEHAVIOUR (36) (CD) R rtsnrcn 4 96 R Hughes 6 

3 OOMLi URSAMAJ0R(13KO(D)AKBtovay496 MfOmnerlO 

4 231 BARRIER RICK2 (2271 (D)GLM«« 4 92 MWlgham9 

5 06306- ERTLCW (44) (CD) C &man B9 2 .WRy toA 

6 CHERHYMENTARY (B3) h C-Bwn 4 fl ft SWWtwrthi 

: 0000-5 UFTBOY(7)(Q(5L»tooie966 CandyUmisS 

a J462 ? ROeauON nO)(CD|DArt)umnor7B6 Martin Dwyer II 

9 J 306-6 INVOCATION (7) (CO) G LUocre ft 83 ^NortonB 

O 40606 WVER5 MAGIC (12) J &K*»r 562 . JDuhin3V 

n 00/06- CHIEFS LADY (27) J 5 AA/jre 6 T 11 . . -NAdTO7 

-ft declared - 

BETTING 3-1 Barnhaf. 4-1 Barrier Ridge. 9-2 Eldon. 13^ Urea Major, 

7- 1 Sally Behaviour. B-i Rooetfron. 12-t rrwocation. M-i otfwre 


CAVEAT EMPTOR HANDICAP (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added 2m 

WOnflSHAMBLES (12) (CO) L Mcrtagrf Hal 7 10 0 

F Lynch 14 

HAL TOO YAROOM t7) J Jen-ns S 9 0 A dark 6 


3 12E2-5 TARRY (7) Gay Ksflaway 5 9 n — RHughtolO 

4 4,005- StETUFF (J40) (CO) J Hfc 7 06 DHoBmdll 

5 32306 COHSHONO(7)SDo«5 93 - SSanderel3 

6 3321/0 U1LNGAVIE (14) (CO) 3 McASath 8 8 12 P McCabe (3) 8 

7 EQA5- AZTEC FUfER (36) (D) C Bnnan 5 & Tl -V»R»»i3E 

S OQ3BO BROuafTCWS FORMULA (M](CO) WttiSSOnB 8 1) 

. . .DO^heaiaB 

9 0213-4 SIGNED AND SEALED p) (CD) (BF) C Cyzef 4 B O 

- TWHamal B 

V 00606- NOT FORGOTTEN (122) RHoad4BB MFenton4V 

ft 001-6 BXAMINE (14) D Haydn Jonas 4 fl 4 A Mackey 9 

12 000-31 COASTGUARDS HERO (7) (C)U Usher 56 3 Mem 

— JUarehaB7 

13 UH06 SHARP DEES (14) U Madgmdc 4 B 1 -JQuireiZ 

V OK0- LORD ELLANGOWAN (J30) R kigrem 5 7 13 .. N Artom 9 B 

-I4dectared- 

BETT1NG: 7-2 Signed And Seated. 5-1 Hal Hoo Ytenm, B-1 Contguanto 
Hero, 7-1 Aztec Ftyec B-T Broughtorta ForesAa. 10-1 WoBashamWes, 12- 
1 'tony. EBamM. 14-1 ottnre 

ro7i?n apple a day handicap (class ej 

I J,uu l £3,750 added 6f 

1 5633 HALFTONE £2] (C) (W) fl U Ffcwrfl 0O_.J5Sandsra 3 B 

2 0625-1 MUTASAWWAR D2) (CD) M Sanders 4 H 0..-M Wtahan 5 

3 00006 SWAF1 (14) (CO) D Ntftrtb 5 P ® JUa*&eowM4 I 

4 3006-1 DURABLE GEORGE (12) (CD) JBrdBv4B 9 JQutonl 1 

5 0020-2 WILD NETTLE (12) JF« 4 7 11 D O'Shea 2 

-5detearad- 

BETTING 94 Mutasawwar 5-2 Wild NetUe, 94 Had Tone, SDiafl, 11^ 
Duabie George 

ra-oclMORE HASTE MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 1m 2f 

t Qf DAYDreAMER(J31T) GLMoae5fl2 „JIWighHn7 

2 32DOO- AWtOUTOINGptflGL Moore 490 ACtafcB 

3 5042-4 UANBCAT0 (14) DCo9jyM490 JURImnwl 

4 5- NUTABASSIH (14^ G L Moore 4 90 Candy Monte 2 

5 300« MMGOFAPRAY&p)PWiJtol4 90„.JtM(«ar%(7)3 

fl 4540. CLASSIC JENNY (78) UOwiMn 58 n AUadayS 

7 OS RUN OR BUST (8) R hgttm S B ft SSandn4 

-7dadared- 

BETTTNG: 3-1 Marakato, 7-2 AnnonnetftaCtottie Jenny, 4-1 Run Or Bute. 
7-1 Wing Of A Prayer, 10-1 Mutabeasfr, 20-t Daydra a ner 

}A nq| FRIEND IN NEED HANDICAP (CLASS 
IZ^ljE) £3,750 added 7f 

t 04044 DIESEL DAN (3)(D) JJertfB 5 ea JSWMMrthll 

S 000-5 IVOfTSDSDfuq (CD) Gay Kteway 89 e — OHotonUB 

3 05004 LAWCASHKE LEGEND (7) (CD BFJSDw 5 89.5 Sanders 2 

4 0430-4 SHARP WP (12) (C DBF) RMR»rwB9f .Uarttn Dwyerfl B 

5 00200- BATSMAN (83) WMBsat4 Bn OOShnS 

6 <0031 PWNTrT BLACK p)(O^OMchofc5B U 

- Jt Mehola (7) 10 

7 602-03 CASTLE ASHBY JACK (2) P 4 B 3 JQuhn4 

0 3062-1 SQUARE MILE MSSS (B) (O N Barry 5 84 (Bei)-NCaiWaS 
9 00004 LTTTLE PLORM (9) T Jcnea 5 7 10 A Pod (5)1 

V BOOM INTO DEBT (7) (CD) J Aximn 5 7 0 — A McCtetfiy (7) 7 E 
tl Stood CEOROtE LAD (12) J Bmwrt 4 7 1) _J? BUand (7) G 

-llteftond- 

Ukmm might 7sr iQfb. True hanOcap aregta: Use PUgrim TBVb. Ho 
Dear 7 ji *io. Georoe Lad Ts rfi. 

HETTHffi: &2 Shatp Imp. 4-1 Ptenl ■ Back, s-1 hwrt Dead, 6-1 Square 
MHa Has, B-1 LancasMra Lagand, 14-1 Dteste Eton, Bateman, IB-1 Where 


Challenger’s 
new focus on 
overdue win 


ChoileDger Du Luc, one of the 
most frustrating horses in train- 
ing who bas finis hed runner-up 
in all four of his races this sea- 
son, wiki run in a visor for the 
first time al Wincanton today in 
an attempt to focus bis atten- 
tion at the finish. 

Martin Pipe Lries the gelding 
m headgear in the John Bull 
Chase hoping that Ihe eight-vear- 
old can gain his first vidoiy since 
he scored over the same course 
and distance last February. Pipe 
look the decision after Chal- 
lenger Du Luc's most recent and 
most notable failure when he 
seemed to have the King George 
VI Chase at his mercy at the fi- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Banzhaf 
(Ungfieid 2.00) 

NB: Luke Warm 
(Wincanton 2.10) 

nal fence but appeared to be re- 
luctant to battle with Sec More 
Business on the run-in. 

“He’s worked in a visor," 
Pipe said, “but I don’t know if 
h will solve his problems. He has 
a good tally of seconds but he 
has won an awful lot of prize- 
money from those seconds — 
more than if he wins here." 

Challenger Du Luc faces 
four rivals today, including the 
Oliver Sherwood- trained Cal- 
lisoe Bay. who narrowly de- 
feated him at Newbury earlier 
in the season, and Trying Again. 

Diabetes fails 
to stop Lower 

Jonothan Lower will become 
the first diagnosed diabetic to 
ride in Britain when he partners 
loudly Yours at Wincanton to- 
day. The jump jockey, who won 
a long battle with the Jockey 
Club to allow him to ride despite 
his condition, was about to re- 
sume riding in Octoberwhen he 
suffered a broken leg in an ac- 
cident on Martin Pipe s gallops. 
An intended return to action 
last month was put off as he was 
not happy with his fitness. 

Lower. 30. is restricted to one 
ride a day by the dub. “Tony 
McCoy basveiy kindly given him 
one of his mounts," Pipe said. 
“We hope it’s a winner." 

RESULTS 


FOLKESTONE 

1-00: 1. FOREIGN RULE (A P McCoy) 
0-1 : 2. Supramtan 7-2 tev. X Waatoy’s Lad 
8-L 11 ran. Vh. a (J Jenkins. Royston) Tote 
CU50; £2£Q CtflO. E150 DF; E1920 C5F: 
E423L Tno: ESMO. frte Golden Salde, Mss 
Mezzanra. 

1-30: 1. SIERRA BAY (J A McCarthy) rt-i 
tav, 2. Nonflc Sprae 10-1 ; a Cool Spot 5-1 
12 ran. '/,. a (O Sherwood, Upper Laro- 
boumi Tote Eat); CZ40, £450, C3X DF: 
E424Q CSF: £2801 TMcaat £12734. Tno: 
C88.U 

2.00: 1. NORTH END LADY (tt Edgar 
Bymq) TM ; 2. Sweet Little Bitar 9-2; 3u Cad- 
bury Castle 2-1 lav. 1 1 ran. 6 1 '/• (Mrs L 
Jewel. Maidstone) Ibta: £1850: £350, 
£200, £150 DF: £3460 CSF; £5730 Trio: 
E3QOO NR: Vtoemer Wise. 

250: 1. BRAVE HIGHLANDER [P hide) 
5-1; 2. Ocean Leader 6-1: 3. Bally Clover 
7-t 9 ran. 3-1 fav Brogaeo Lady (unsealed 

S TL test (J Gritorfl. Findonl Tbte £400: 

CTB0, £250. DF: £2070 CSF: E4an 
Tneast: £263178 Tno. £5870 

3.00: 1. ALPINE JOKER (R Drawraody) 
n-2: 2. August Twelfth 4-i fav: 3. Wada- 
da B-L 12 ran. Hd. a (P Hobbs. NhntewadL 
Tote: £6.70: E2S0 C1AO £200 DF: £860 
CSF. E263CL Ti least £t 6S3L Tno 1 £4020 
3.30: 1. RAGAMUFF (R Dunwoody) 11 -4 
tav: 2. Hgh Learie 7-1 ; 3. Etonfl 25- 1 1 0 ran. 
a IV*. (FF Hobbs, Mheheadl 'fete: W80. £U0 
£350 £4.70 DF: CT340 CSF: P9VX& Tneast 
C37BB8. Tno: CftOlO NR: One More Man. 

4.00: 1. LUCY WALTERS (R Thornton) 
3-1 : 2. ArtJendnny 6-i : 3. Crazy Crusad- 
er 7-t tav. 12 ran. I '/•. 3'A. (Mrs D Halna. 
NewmartatJ-Tow: £260; CLU £200 £140. 
DF: £1030 CSF: £2400 Trio: £1240 
Placepot £7070 Quadpob ££00 
Place 6; £9026. Place 5: E3S6& 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
1.10: 1. TIME TO FLY D Svweney] B-5 
taw; 2. HBtans Executive 4-1 ; 3. Cftomcast 
14-1 8 ran. A 17-. (B Murray, MaftonL Tcrtec 
£190: ELBX E11Q £440 DF: &TQ CSF: £641 
Tneast £4521 

140: 1. EURO VENTURE (AteiGrcavesj 


2.10: 1. MAYDORO (A Clark) 33-1; 2. 
HurgM Lady «-i;3.LeJgh Crofter 25-1 13 
ran. 9-4 lav Mike* Double (4ih). 3. 17*. (M 
Dods. Darfington) Tbte £4160; £600 £600 
E3SQ DF: £4§iaa CSP. C4JU7. Tnoc Nalvwn 
2AO: T. PETOSKfN (M Wiliam) 7-2 fair. 
2- Premier Dance 4-i, 3. Avanti Blue 4-1 
10 ran. 2, hd U tearce. Newmarket) Tote: 
£300: £140 £2.10 E2.H DF: £1680 CSF: 
£iaoa Tricast ESBBa Tno: {2340 

3.10: 1. SUALTACH (F Lynbh) 6-2: 2. 
Ttiree Arch Bridge V-l; 3. Rambo Walzer 
n-2 7 ran. 6-4 lav Onetorthedhch (4th). Z 
V,. (R HoBnshead. Upper Lcngdon) Tcria: 
£330: £270 £420 DF: £14V CSF: £2636 
3-40: 1. ANONYM (O Pears) 4-9 tom 2 
Loch Style 9 - 1 : 3 . Ethbaai 6 - 1 7 ran. 2 n 
U L Eyre. TVirsk) Tbte: £150: £120 £290 
DF; £410 CSF: CSJ4 NR: Ashgore. 

4.10: 1. AUAZ (Dane ONert) 7-d tav; 2. 
Soaked 12-1; 3. Feather atone Lane 6-18 
ran. Shl-hd. hd (Mss Gay Kaleway. Whrt- 
rambel. Tote £2.70; £170 £37Q £130 - DF. 
£H. 1 Q C^: £2440 Tneast £10516 

PlacepoC £ 1^2100 Quadpoti £78020 

Piece 6: £29664 Place 6: £18630 

•Yesterday's meeting at Sedgefield 
was abandened due to wmerlogging. 
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RUGBY UNION 


SWIMMING 


Guscott’s dream ticket to Paris begins on Tyneside 


Jeremy Guscott has 
always looked on Pans as 
one of his favourite 
rugby cities and there is 
a growing likelihood of 
his making a welcome 
England comeback in the 
lair of Les Tricolores in a 
little over three weeks' 
time. Chris Hewett hears 
the Prince of Centres 
weigh up the prospects 
of a dramatic return to 
national colours. 


As befits the most lustrous of 
midfield diamonds. Jeremy 
Guscott possesses impeccable 
timing, a highly developed self- 
preservation instinct and an 
eye for the main chance. If the 
incomparably gifted Bath cen- 
tre wins himself a Five Nations 
place against the French on 
7 February - and increasing 
amounts of smart money say 
that he will - it would be no 
great surprise if he ran in a hat- 
trick of tries and dropped a 
match-winning goal before dis- 
appearing down the tunnel a 
couple of minutes early, just to 
catch the bathwater at the op- 
timum temperature. 

"I am as fit as I could possi- 
bly be," said the 32-year-old 
triple Lion as England's elite 
gathered for a tactical tutorial 
at Bisham Abbey yesterday. 
“The only thing I haven’t got in 
the tank is some match fitness, 
and I hope to correct that very 
soon." 

By “soon", he meant this 
weekend. Provided all goes well 
in what is certain to be an ultra- 
physical double squad session 
with Bath today. Guscott will 
make himself available for the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership con- 
frontation with Newcastle at 
Gateshead on Sunday. “I'm 
midway through my first week 
of contact work now and I've suf- 
fered no ill effects thus far," he 
said. “W?’U know more once I've 
played, though, and I'd like to 
think Sunday is a possibility.” 



Jeremy Guscott, the Bath centre, listens intently as Clive Woodward’s England battle plans are drawn up at Bisham Abbey yesterday 


Guscott has not laced up his 
boots in anger since the final Li- 
ons lest in Johannesburg in ear- 
ly July, during which he suffered 
a broken left arm. Subse- 
quently, he developed serious 
disc problems in his lower back 
and went under the knife in No- 
vember. Many observers, not 
least a dear majority of the Bath 
first team squad, suspected he 
would call it a day, yet his ap- 
petite for the rigours of an 
unforgiving game seem undi- 
miuisbed 

“How could anyone with 
any ambition as a rugby pbyer 


not have been turned on by that 
second Test we played against 
New Zealand at Twickenham 
last month?” he asked, the old 
competitive glint in his eyes. “It 
was great to watch, but it would 
have been even greater to have 
played. You can’t always deliv- 
er 15-man rugby - the Lions 
produced some terrific stuff 
against the South African 
provincial teams but the Tests 
were necessarily more rigid -yet 
this England side has proved it 
can play total rugby and match 
the best." 

Bath have so many problems 


on their plate at the moment 
that it is a minor miracle that the 
Newcastle fixture has not 
slipped their minds completely, 
but word from the Recreation 
Ground suggests Guscott may 
be selected among the replace- 
ments this weekend - a move 
that would virtually guarantee 
him a run at some stage. Cer- 
tainly, dive Woodward, the 
England coach and a fully 
signed-up member of the Gus- 
cott fan dub, plans to send a pair 
of eyes to Tyneside just in case. 

A second triumphant Lion, 
the Test No 8 Tim Rodber, has 


not suffered anything like the in- 
jury trauma that spiked Gus- 
cotr's guns during the first half 
of the season, but in many ways 
he has far more ground to make 
up. While England's midfield re- 
mains in a state of flux, the en- 
forced revamp of the back row 
was one of the outstanding suc- 
cesses of the four-Test SANZA 
series in the autumn. 

“My injuries have been frus- 
trating but you have to take it on 
the chin and get on with life," said 
the Northampton captain, who 
might well have laced the Spring- 
boks at Twickenham in Novem- 


ber had he not been concussed 
while playing for an England sec- 
ond-string against the midweek 
All Blacks at BristoL “I have to 
do two things now; firstly. I need 
to fit in with the new regime and, 
secondly. I must keep playing well 
at dub leveL I’ve played seven on 
the trot now so Fm bade to full 
fitness, at least” 

Simon Holmes, the London 
Scottish Banker who survived 
last Saturday's cup tie at Bath 
with both ears intact, heard 
some good news from the Scot- 
tish selectors yesterday. He will 
make his Test debut at 31 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


against Italy in Treviso on Sat- 
urday week after edging out the 
equally venerable Ian Smith. 

Two of Newcastle’s Lions 
contingent, Doddie Weir and 
Alan Tail, return after injury at 
lock and centre respectively, 
while Gary Armstrong gets the 
nod over Andy Nicol at scrum- 
half. Other changes to the side 
who lost 68-10 to the Springboks 
last month sees Tony Stanger 
back on the right wing and 
George Graham, another Ty- 
neside exile, at prop. 

Scotland team. Digest, 
page 31 


Jenkins ready to forsake the Valleys for Bath 


Neil Jenkins has spent much of 
the last two seasons trying to 
knock Bath from their high-al- 
titude perch as the self-ap- 
pointed powerhrokers of British 
rugby, mixing it with them as 
captain of Pontypridd in three 
outstanding Heineken Cup 
matches. Yesterday, his edu- 
cated right boot was on the oth- 
er foot as he discussed a 
possible move to the Recreation 
Ground. 


Ponty officials reluctantly 
gave their most prized posses- 
sion permission to talk after an 
approach from the six-times 
English champions and Jenkins, 
nicknamed “The Fruitbat" by 
his Lions colleagues in South 
Africa last summer, fairly flew 
across his beloved Welsh Valleys 
to chew the fat with Bath rep- 
resentatives. “It’s a profession- 
al game and individuals have to 
decide what is best for them," 


said the heaviest points-scorer 
in Welsh history. “Maybe now 
is the time for a change." 

A Pontypridd player since he 
turned 14, Jenkins earns a six- 
figure salary from dub and in- 
ternational contracts. However, 
his Sardis Road deal expires at 
the end of the season and Bath, 
handsomely financed by An- 
drew Brownsword, the greetings 
card millionaire, are very much 
in the market for a top-notch 


goal-kicker to replace Jon 
CaUard. 

Bath have repeatedly cast 
their net on the far side of the 
Severn Bridge in the last cou- 
ple of years, luring interna- 
tional loose forwards in Richard 
Webster and Nathan Thomas 
before signing Ieuan Evans, 
one of Welsh rugby’s favourite 
sons, from Llanelli last summer. 

Yet they remain exposed at 
outside-balf. Mike Catt, who 


moved to No 10 when Stuart 
Barnes retired in 1994, may 
soon ask to be considered as a 
centre rather than a stand-off 
and his unse ttled England A un- 
derstudy, Richard Budand, is on 
the transfer list A determined 
bid to coax Gregor Townsend 
away from Northampton end- 
ed in failure, leaving Bath no ob- 
vious option but to look west 
once more. 

- Chris Hewett 


The moment Jones 
knew he was paralysed 


Henderson rated as doubtful to face Scotland 


Rob Henderson, the Wasps 
centre, is doubtful for Ireland's 
first Five Nations’ Champi- 
onship match against Scotland 
at Lansdowne Road next month 
following his recent groin op- 
eration. 

“I've spoken to him several 
times in the past five or six days 
and he has been updating me.” 
Brian Ashton, the Ireland 
coach, said. “At this stage it 
looks like he won't be able to 
play again before the Scotland 
game, so he is almost certainly 
out of the side.” 

Ashton also cast doubt on 
the availability of Conor 
McGuinness, after the scrum- 
half aggravated an ankle injury 
in training this week, while 


Nick Popplewell. is still suffer- 
ing from a sore hamst ring . 

Philippe Saint-AndrtE 
Gloucester's French interna- 
tional winger, is feeing a further 
month on the sidelines with a 
thigh injury. The 29-year-old, re- 
cently omitted from France's 
pre-Five Nations training 
squad, has already been trou- 
bled by the injury for a month. 

John Fidler, the Gloucester 
team manager, said: “He 
thought that this thing would be 
right by now, but it has not 
cleared up." 

Saint-Andre’s injury will give 
Brian Johnson an extended run 
in the first team, starting with 
Sunday’s Allied Dunbar Pre- 
miership One derby at Bristol. 


Moseley have signed the 
Wesiern Samoa prop Afe Leau 
on a full-time contract untO the 
end of the season. Leau, 35, has 
been capped 20 times by his coun- 
try and has been playing for the 
New Zealand provincial side. 
Counties, alongside Jonah Lomu. 

Leau arrived in Birming- 
ham yesterday morning and 
will be eligible to play in Mose- 
ley's Allied Dunbar Premiership 
Two game at Rotherham on Sat- 
urday. 

Worcester’s rugby director, 
Les Cusworth, has ordered his 
side to concentrate on the 
league after the Jewson League 
One dub's surprise 14-12 victory 
over Bristol in the Tetley’s Bit- 
ter Cup on Tuesday night. 


Worcester earned a lucrative 
fifth-round home tie against the 
Premiership One leaders, New- 
castle, by beating a Bristol side 
two divisions above them. 

But Cusworth, the former 
England backs coach, said: 

"This season we've said that win- 
ning promotion out of Jewson 
League One was our main aim. 
We have a vital game against 
Moriey on Saturday and we 
must now focus on that. Wb stQl 
have a long way to go, but this 
is a big day for the club and for 
Worcester as a whole. We’ll en- 
joy this moment but we’ve got 
to look beyond this.” 

Cusworth 's side secured vic- 
tory through an injury-time 
penalty from full-back 11m 




Smith. Bristol had been trailing 
uDtfl just before the final whis- 
tle, when Irish international 
stand-off Paul Burke landed his 
fourth penalty to give them a 
narrow lead uniQ Smith struck. 

China face a tough debut in 
this year’s Hcxig Kong Sevens af- 
ter being drawn in the same sec- 
tion as Western Samoa and 
Tonga. Fiji, the holders, have 
been paired with Argentina, 
Papua New Guinea and Ihiwan 
in Group C for the tournament, 
which runs from 27 to 29 March. 

HONG KONG SEVS4S (27-29 March) Pool 
A: South Africa. Spain, Netherlands, Tha- 
fcand. Pool B: France, Canada, Zfrtiatme. 
Malaysia. Pool C: Ffc Argentina. Papua New 
Guinea. Tarwan Poof D: Wfestem Samoa. 


To 


Morocco, China. Pool E: Now 
Sou* Korea, tinted States. Sin- 
ore. Pool F: Australia. Horn Korn, 
Sri Lards. 


It is now almost five weeks since 
the former Wiles captain Gwyn 
Jones suffered a serious neck in- 
jury playing for Cardiff against 
Swansea. The damage to his 
spinal cord was such that the 
flanker will never play again. 
Jones spoke publicly about the 
injury for the first time yester- 
day in the Western Mail. 

“I remember following 
Robert Howley in to try to se- 
cure the ball and ended up in 
a difficult position.” he said. “I 
felt a push from both sides, 
somebody behind and some- 
body in front. To be honest I just 
remember feeling a crunch in 
my neck. 

“1 didn't immediately know 
bow serious the situation was, 
although I was aware that some- 
thing had happened. When the 
bodies started falling on top of 
me I just thought I was trapped 
underneath the ruck. I thought 
that was why I couldn't move. 

“But then as the other play- 
ers ran away I was left on my 
own. I tried to get up but quick- 
ly realised that I couldn’t move. 

“When I looked down and 
saw my anus there I couldn’t re- 
ally work it out. Because I 
couldn't feel anything 1 wasn't 
sure they were mine. However, 
once I saw the strapping on my 



hand I realised they were my 
hands and then I knew it was a 
serious injury.” 

Jones, a trainee doctor, re- 
alised the extent of his injury be- 
fore most and is under no 
illusions about his chances of a 
full recovery. 

“Being partially educated in 
medicine, I understand what has 
happened to a certain extent. 
The physiotherapy is very de- 
manding physically. Four weeks 
after the operation I have de- 
veloped some movement in my 
arms and legs, even if it is not 
that co-ordinated. Obviously 
my long-term goal is to make a 
good enough recovery to get 
back to being a doctor. That was 
what I started out to be and that 
is what I would like to beT 

Jones has been abled to 
keep his spirits up largely be- 
cause of the support he has re- 
ceived throughout Welsh rugfcy. 

“So many people have also 
taken their Lime to visit The 
players at Cardiff have been 
magnificent in their support 
They even bought me a new 
television and video recorder 
and an endless supply of video- 
tapes to watch. Unfortunately, 
the physiotherapists are work- 
ing me hard and don't give me 
enough time to watch them!” 
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China under 
threat of 
four-year ban ^ 

China feces the possibility of be- 
ing banned from all internation- 
al competition after yesterday's 
announcement that four of their 
swimmers had failed drug tests 
taken last week, prior to the 
World Championships here. 

Etna, the sporf s- governing 
body, can ban a nation from 

competition for up to four years 
if four of their swimmers fail 
drag tests in a 12-month period. 

The revelation overshadowed 
the anticipated statement from 
F inn that Yuan Yuan, the swim- 
mer sent home to China after 
customs' officers found human I* 

growth hormone in her suit- . 
case, had been banned for four 
years. Her coach, Zhou Zhewen, 
was given a 15-year ban. • 

Every Chinese s wimm er was 
tested on arrival in Australia, 
with members of tbe women’s 
team, Wang Luna, Cai Huijue, 

Zhang Yt, and a male swimmer, 

Whng Wei, showing traces of tri- 
amterene, a diuretic which can 
be used ro mask steroid use. The 
four have been suspended un- 
til the results of the *B’ test are 
known and will take no further 
part in the championships. 

A Danish pharmaceutical 
group said yesterday it produced 
the human growth hormone 
found by the Customs officers. 

Novo Nordisk said it sold 
Norddtropin to a Chinese state- • 

owned import company and that 
it was intended, as fer as was 
known, for hospitals in China. 

In the pool, Alexander 
Popov, the Russian who sur- 
vived a knife attack in a Moscow 
street 15 months ago, retained 
his world 100m freestyle title, in 
the process beating the Aus- 
tralian double gold medallist, 
Michael Klim, and breaking 
his own championship record 

There were no medals for 
Britain, with James Hickman 

and .Stephen Parry finishing fifth 

and sixth, respectively, in the 
200m butterfly, but the women's 
4x100m freestyle squad did 
break the British record 

Hickman, the world short- 
course champion, swam a paw- ■**- 
erful first half but slipped off the * 
pace on the third length, drop- 
ping from third to sixth. The •; 
Stockport Metros swimmer 
fought back to beat the Florida- ; 
based Parry for fifth place but 
his time of lmin 5S.76sec was 
0.6sec outside his B ritish record 
The Ukraine's Denis Sflantiev . 
snatched gold in the final me- 
tres from European champion, 

Franck Esposito of France. 

The women’s freestyle quar- 
tet could not match the men's 
4x200m bronze medal from the 
day before, but they did emulate 
tbe record breaking run. Led off 
by Sue Rolph, who left Britain 

third at the first change-over, and 
with a fine swim from Melanie . 
Marshall, they sliced 0.22sec of 
the national record in docking 
3:4530 to finished seventh be- 
hind the victorious US squad : 

— Ion Cordon, Perth . 
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TODAY’S NUMBER 


600,000 

The number of pounds 
an anonymous punter vd. 
earn if Carcfff City wsi the 
FA Cup this year. The op- 
timistic gambler, who dd 
not have a Welsh accent, 
has laid out £2000 with 
Wiffiam FH on the Welsh 
side, £1j000 each way at' 
odds of 400-1, The largest 
stake on the Cup soferthfe 
season Fes been £2500 
on Coventry City; at 40-1 
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CRICKET 


Gough on 
track for 
Test return 


England pace bowler Darren 
Jwougb says he is on target to re- 
gain fitness in time for Eng- 
land’s third Test in the West 
Indies next month. 

Gough, who had to pull out 
of the Caribbean tour because 
of a persistent hamstring injury, 
is hoping to join up with Eng- 
land as soon as be can. 

“The specialists have isolat- 
ed the problem area and have ad- 
justed try treatment slightly, and 
the hope is that I will complete 
my recovery in about six weeks," 
Gough said. ‘‘That would allow 
me to join up with the squad 
more or less as planned.” 

The timetable he is setting will 
leave Gough with a race to be 
match fit for the third Test in 
Guyana on 27 February. He had 
• . jj-iped to make the second Test 
a fortnight earlier. 

Mike Atherton, the Eng- 
land captain, has already said he 
hopes Gough can join the tour 
some time next month, but the 
Yorkshireman is anxious not to 
put pressure on himself with 
strict deadlines. 

”1 don't want to set myself 
specific targets because if I 
don't make them it will be a let- 
down.” he said. 

Courtney W&lsh, sacked ear- 
lier this month as West Indies 
captain, has confirmed he will 
play under his successor. Brian 
1 nra , if he is selected to play for 


jT' 

Stem test faces England A 


Sri Lanka yesterday indicated 
their determination to give Eng- 
land .As young squad a stem Test 
of their ability in the forthcom- 
ing three-match Test series. 

The England tour manager, 
Graham Gooch, and their 
coach, Mike Gatling, expected 
to lace a selection of Sri Lan- 
ka’s up-and-coming youngsters 


FOOTBALL 


over the next seven weeks, an 
ideal opportunity to gauge the 
squad's talent against oppo- 
nents of a similar age group. 

But Sri Lanka have chosen 
the highly rated Marvan Atap- 
attu, a proven opener and Test 
level, to lead their A side in the 
first Test at Kurenegaia. starl- 
ing on 30 January. 
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his team in the forthcoming se- 
ries against England. 

“I am looking forward to the 

first Test, but I also hope the 
controversy which has devel- 
oped over the captaincy will end 
now.” Walsh said. “My aim is to 
play Test cricket whether I'm 
captain or not.” 

The controversy arose after 
the West Indies Cricket Board 
appointed Lara captain for the 
series against England, which 
starts on 29 January in Ja- 
maica. In response. Whlsb told 
reporters he was not sure be 
could play under Lara. 

Shane Warae gave an im- 
pressive display as Australia's 
stand-in captain yesterday in 
leading an inexperienced one- 
day team to a 131-run victory 
over New Zealand in Sydney. 

Warne went into the match 
without the only four current 
players who started this season 
with more than 100 internation- 
al limited-overs appearances for 
Australia. The usual one-day 
captain. Steve Waugh- was out 
with a hip injury, while his broth- 
er, Mark, was suffering with flu. 
The selectors also chose to omit 
the Test captain, Mark Taylor, 
and wicketkeeper Jan Heaiy. 

Warne, who recently took 
300 Test wickets, was typically 
relaxed about his captaincy suc- 
cess. “I whipped the boys up 
into a frenzv,” he said. 



TENNIS 


Rusedski and 
Sampras winded 


European parliament increases pressure on Uefa to restore Coca-Cola Cup-winners’ place 


European football’s gov- 
erning body, was yesterday ac- 
cused of “an abuse of a 
dominant position" contrary to 
European Union rules in ban- 
ning England’s Coca-Cola Cup 
winners from the Uefa Cup. 

European MPs in Strasbourg 
passed a resolution urging Uefa 
to drop the ban and that in- 
creases pressure on the Brussels 
Commission to intervene on 
the Football League's behalf. 

Patrick Blondeau has left 
Sheffield Wednesday and re- 


turned to France, joining Bor- 
deaux on a three and a half year 
contract. 

Wednesdays manager. Ron 
Atkinson, said after the £1.2m 
deal was completed that the 
move to Sheffield had simply not 
worked out. “Rather than hang 
about it’s better to cut your loss- 
es and start again.” he said. 

Blondeau. who made only a 
handful of appearances for 
Wednesday - in part because of 
injuries, was a regular when 
Monaco won the French title 


last reason and won a cap for 
France before moving to Hills- 
borough for t’l.Sm. He hopes to 
break back into ihe national 
squad for the World Cup finals. 

Queen's Park Rangers ha\ e 
signed Anui Heinola. a 24- 
year-old Finnish international 
right -back from the Dutch club 
Heracles for UOU.UUO on j 
three and a half year contract 

Manchester City seem to have 
beaten Lherpool in the chase li >r 
the Georgia international cap- 
tain. Kakhaber Tskhadadze. LK - 


erpool were ready to offer him 
a trial but City’s chairman. Fran- 
cis Lee. wanLs him li i become the 
third Georgian at Maine Road, 
joining Georgi KinkkuLv and 
Murtaz Shelia. Tskhadadze. a 2v- 
y earn »ld defender, plays lor Ala- 
nia Vladikavkaz. 

Chic Bates is considering his 
position as manager of Stoke 
City after an embarrassing run 
ot results, ending in the 7-tl 
thrashing by Birmingham and 
an FA Cup exit at West 
tSrom'Mch. 


-Andy Gray, the former Eng- 
land international, wants to leave 
Bury on a free transfer after a row 
with the First Division club, 
where he has been having a 
good season. 

Andreas Thom has ended 
his iw. i and a half year spell with 
Celtic In signing an 18-mumh 
contract with Hcrlha Berlin. 
The 32-vear-uld striker cited dif- 
II reives with Celtic’s Dutch 
ouch. Wim Jaiivn. as one of 
the reasons why he was unwill- 
inu to stas until the end ot the 


: Unexpected defeats in windy 
’ conditions for Pete Sampras 
5 and Greg Rusedski the leading 

Australian Open seeds, in Mcl- 

: bourne yesterday gave the piay- 
! cis plenty to think about for Don 
week’s Grand Slam event 

In the swirling winds affeci- 
. ing the Kooyong Classic Rused- 
j ski, the British No 1, lost 7-5, 6-4 
; to the Australian Mark Philip. 
: poussis, while Sampras fell to 
| Gustavo Kuerten, the French 
• Opea champion. 3-6. 6-3, 6-4. 

: The beaten pair will now play 
: each other today, ihe second day 

' of the exhibition tournament 
’ that has become the tradition- 
: al warm-up event for the Open. 

Rusedski, seeded fifth for the 
! Open, was relaxed about his de- 
feat to Philippoussis. the 15th 
seed, and said: “It was ideal 
practice for the Australian 
Open. The courts are the same 
and the balls are virtually the 
same. It was difficult for both 
of us to serve at pace in the 
windy conditions and 1 am not 
at ail disappointed” 

Sampras, the first seed was 
also not too upset and said: “ It 
was not meant for playing ten- 
nis out there, h was more for fly- 
ing a kite. It was impossible to 
play, the wind was so strong.” 

Andre Agassi had earlier 
gained an impressive 6-4, 6-0 
win over the Austrian Thomas 
Muster, while the left-handed 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Croat Goran Ivanisevic beat the 
Ukrainian Andrei Medvedev 
7-6, 6-3, who bad stepped into 
the tournament after Michael 
Chang, the defending champi- 
on, bad withdrawn with a 
strained stomach muscle. 

The tournament is being 
played in two groups of four with 
the top player from each group 
going into Saturday's final. 

At the Sydney Internation- 
al, Anna Koumikova lost to 
Lindsay Davenport, 6-2, 6-7. 6-3, 
after five delays for rain. “It's 
the first match 1 ever played sev - 
en and a half hours,” Knumikn- 
va said. “She definitely has 
more experience with matches 
like this. I think 1 got tired wait- 
ing arouDd so long.” 

Serena W illiam s reached the 
quarter-finals when Sandrine 
Testud retired because of ten- 
dinitis in her left knee while trail- 
ing 7-6, 3-0. Williams said that 
if Testud was hurt, she did a good 
job of disguising n. “She seemed 
to be moving fast, jumping high, 
ninning swift All of a sudden she 
came over and shook my hand.” 

In the men's draw, another 
talented player, the 16-year- 
old Australian. Ueyton He we ft. 
who beat the world No 4, Jason 
Stoltenberg, on Tuesday after 
becoming the lowest-ranked 
player to win an ATP Tour event 
on Sunday, lost 5-7. 6-3. 7-5 to 
his compatriot. Michael TebhutL 


Farrell may need operation 
for troublesome ankle 


England’s Robert Croft (right) bowls in front of John Embury and Phil Tufneil at Sabina Park, Kingston, yesterday in 
preparation for the first Test against West Indies, beginning in two weeks’ time Photograph: Clive Mason/Allsporc 


season when his contract would 
have expired. 

Drago Lekovic, Kilmar- 
nock’s Yugoslavian goalkeeper 
is expected to leave Rugby Park 
and join Sporting Gijon. The 
popular 30-year-old has in- 
voked a clause in his contract 
allowing him to leave and was 
due to discuss personal terms 
with the Spanish club. 

Kilmarnock, who confirmed 
they haJ received a written of- 
fer from Gijon. were surprised 
bv Lekovic’s desire to leave. 


The Great Britain captain. 
Andy Farrell, could need an 
ankle operation before the start 
of the season. 

Farrell is to see a specialist 
tomorrow. “It has been both- 
ering me for about three 
months,” said the Wigan loose 
forward. “It has been really 
sore after training and if I'm go- 
ing to need an operation Ibis is 
the best tune to have it done.” 

Farrell is confident drat he 
will not only be fit forthe start 
of the Super League season in 
April, but also for his club’s en- 
try into the Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup next month. 

The former Widnes player 
John Myler is in line to be- 
come Wigan’s Academy coach, 
replacing Nigel Ashley-Jones, 
who has joined St Helens' 
staff. 

There are to be no rule 
changes for the 1998 season, 
even though that could mean 
differences in the way the game 
is played in the northern and 
southern hemispheres. Aus- 
tralia is set to adopt a number 
of the changes introduced by 
Super League, including the use 
of the video referee and a ban 


on striking for the ball in the 
rucks. But compromise talks be- 
tween Super League and the 
Australian Rugby League are 
unlikely to adopt the rule un- 
der which the scoring side then 
kicks off. 

In Britain, however, dial 
controversial rule will remain in 
place. “It’s important for coach- 
es, players and supporters that 
we maintain stability on the 
■field.” said the League's tech- 
nical director. Joe Lydon. 

“There has been a need for 
change in Australia because of 
the coming together of the two 
leagues, but here in the UK we 
don’t want to confuse people 
with more rule changes.” 

Featherstoae have given 
tbeir former Great Britain 
scrum-half Deivck Fox, who is 
in his second spell with the dub. 
a free transfer. 

Oldham last night signed 
Graham Shaw, a second row 
released by Bradford. Shaw, son 
of the former Oldham Athlet- 
ic footballer, David Shaw, has 
turned down a full-time contract 
with Huddersfield in order to 
join the newly formed club. 

- Dave Hadfield 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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FIGU RE SK ATING 


Russian replacements take the honours 


With the top Russian men out 
injured, their replacements 
shone at the European Figure 
Skating Championships in Mi- 
lan yesterday, as Alexei Yagudin 
led a sweep of the first three 
places in the men’s short pro- 
gramme. 

Skating last, Yagudin earned 


mostly 5.8s and 5.9s out of six 
for a technically superb but 
relatively staid performance to 
Russian gypsy music. Alexander 
Abt was second, followed by 
Yevgeny Plushenko. Philippe 
Candeioro. the 1994 Olympic 
bronze medallist, was a disap- 
pointment coming ninth. 


The 21-year-old Abt ’s career 
has been fraught with physical 
problems, including a broken 
leg and knee surgery. Bui he 
skated like a veteran yesterday, 
hitting all four of his jumps 
cleanly and closing with a dra- 
matic slide along the side of the 
rink on one knee. 


33. SNOW REPORT 


Sid Hotline 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Voice reports 089f 333 IW + code 
Fax reports 0fl97 500 D86 + code 

For a full fist of aS ski codes ty 
voice or hoc dial 0990 100 843 

Ski Snapshot 
At a glance to snow contBoore at 
over 200 retorts world-wide 
0897 500 601 

in association with 

EWSTEl 

ill ; il|ail6>>< . u 


around the resorts 

Resort Comment 
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Basketball 

MBA: San Wa; 97 Soatm fe* ite* 
ft Cmrurtese Alima ft New Puiane* 

pho K‘t •Armtuwr SV Ovcsgo irn Sean 1 ? 'In 

H>js7on tOC- Taws (T C*Unjr ■*» fciw r- 
Oevftend >K Pn«f*. Mam r* PMUa.td 
63 

Bowls 

CIS INSURANCE WELSH MASTERS 
(Llanelli): First round: L 0*n »Ei*|j w M 
Anste^ (Wall 7 ? 1 7 7 5 ? Vteate tV.'Jli M M 
UcMaHon iAuji 6-7 7 = 

Boxing 

Germany-based Croatian Branco 
Sobol has beer named as .toe Cafca- 
qhes new opponent tor the bVelsh- 
man's first defence of his World Bo»mg 
Orqarssafion world super-mdi iew&jhl 
trte net! week Calzaghe. who won ttv 
belt with a points victory over Chris 
Eubank m Sheffield last October, had 
been due to face Amencan Tanci- 
Satmao Bui Saimaa has fallen out 
with his manaqer and S*ot has 
Deen .*afied n to face Cataghe in 
Card ft on 24 January. Sobot who was 
26 on Monday, has osi oniy one of hfe 
15 ficthts - a spin points decision 
against Hassine Cheriti tor ihe Euro- 
pean rruddlewetghi title 

Cricket 

Stuart Anderson, the hjeni secretary, 
is to leave me post al the end of the 
199a season. The ttxmer bn-gadier is 
retirrg arter eight years m the tob 
SECOND TEST 
(Colombo. First day) 


l.'.-r-ihs.Tv! e *on rout 

ZIMBABWE - First Innings 
G J c r^Uwitfurara D MraftharanSO 
G W Flower t FusJ-ipaVumaia . . -n 

W Cioxlwv b Arwasrf' 73 

G Whntai 'on out . n 

•tA FV7 W* i C jrtn O AlXJtaan . . e 

apr c Kautwhararia b Vaas -w 

'I ? VKenan itw b Muralthardn . . 2 

F R o'raxg c Fushpai-umara bAnurasnS 
H h Soeab b Vaas . . . 3 

A '.vrntran ooi out i 

M ttianpH no 1 jut 0 

Extras wl ri> & i .t3 

Tolal itor 91 — — 251 

Fall: 1-7G 3-VU a-T7a 5-201 6-.206 7- 
j73 »-340 * 749 

Bowling r V va» ik-i - 3J-2. PusrpaLume>e C 
C-13-i De ‘iiva 7 i jj-0 Muahruran 32 
:r. 72 2 An-jras*i 27-7-65-2. 

SRI LANKA: ‘A Rananxiga. S I kayasunya 
M 5 Aiafonu R S Mahanama. P A de Si- 
■a hp tAakatatri* iRSkabw(Ciarana.C 
P 'j j C vaas K R Pusht-akumara. M Mu- 
>ab;r^rari S D Anurasin 
INDEPENDENCE CUP FINAL (Otrafta) 
I Best of throe match series)’ Pakatan 212 
lei “ crversi rida 2T) lor 2 (371 OvftSI 
•: Gangyr,- 6S. S fl Tenddkar 95. India 
won by eight wtekm. 

Football 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Post- 
poned fixtures: Tue 20 Jan: Wnan v Vitai- 
sal Sat 24 Jan: Walsall v lilingham. Toe 
27 Jan Wipan v BoumemDuth (piayng Tue 
in Feb) Wed 28 Jan: Mddtosbrou^i vTrao- 
irere Tue 17 Feb: Shetf'SKl LUd v Md- 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD Re- 
arranged fixtures: Tue 20 Jon: Wtaar- v 

Pv-memam . Irotr. 13 JanL Toe 27 Jan: Burv 
ie, . Noits Cowiy 'horn 13 Jam 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: FA Cup thrd 
round: Bournemouth 0 HiKMersheiO 1 
Chelienham l Fi34>ng ' 
ten in rut Heretord 0 Tranmerj 3. Peter 
oorougfi 0 Wtoal 2. )Ve$t Eronwcb s SW-e 
; Thiid-found replays: St'n 1 Sheffield Lm 
2 IpWteh t 9nStolRtw»S j. MotHesenJu* 

2 Queer, s P?uL Rangers 0. VAexham 
cHedon j Auto Windscreens ShmW North- 
ern second round - Macdesheld 0 Presion 
1 Southern second round: Fulham .- 

•A*vocoei Uiionl&eiMtenn traih^rfr 

:ri 5 Tarsuay 1 Bell's Scottish League Sets 
ond Diviston: Oyae 0 Sfareaer J FA 
Umbfo Tropfry replays; yx 

sop 1 Bant .-, a Tetprd 3 Guise*ey " . *«• 
ley r. Ash;iTr 'Jto 2 Stou-gr. 2 ftiWYi 1; 
Hastmgs 0 5am 1 Cnesham 0 Siftrenage 

3 veaimc 1 Y«nN 0 Ryman League van- 

danel Associate Members Trophy third 
round: A.viey 1 East Tnur;o:i 3 SaiMJ? 
0 Beo‘o-2 To*-. 2 (eft! sdc;«a»« ’ 
errne 2 rasom & EasII - VV»»dso« 4 - ,Wl 
j i^im ;- r+rsnam 2 Dr Marten* League 
Midland Division- UtC - Fves'-an 


t League Cup second round: Oevedon a 
F ores: Green fiowrs 1 Third round: Fsh- 
fet Ainieiis 0 C arribt nJge Cny 0 laoendonad 
mm .'wo hgtit failure} North West 
Counhet Laagiie Firsl Dtvtston: Narirwch 
J KKSOir.-e fi Jawson W9SS8X League: Ta- 
L?n C Andover 2 UnIJet Sussex County 
League First Donsion: Biagess mn 4 Ma*- 
shar-. < Winstontead Kerf League FerSI Dt- 
vteion: t>eal '• Craiham 3 Tfiamesmead 1 
•,VM«:asie 3 Jawson Eastern League 
Premier Division: Sudbury Wanderer?. 3 
■jwsrc'. vs League ol wales GHbert Cup 
auarter-flnalfl first leg- Barry Town 1 hier 
Jiusie Tei Caidiit 3 Smirnoff Irish League 
Orst Division: Lmavady - Cam.> Rangers 
0 Press & Journal Highland League: Fori 
WAnm j Olacnri.vud'Sn J Avon insurance 
Combinai ion Fast Dhriaon: Crystal PalKe 
0 Oam-in 1 LHw-dl i Norwich 3. O<iord 
L'frt j u’-ten : The nines FA Youth Cup 
Third round: ^’■ShVXtT 7 G*ngram Q 
Spanish Cup Fourth round first leg: 
maiv: : r.'-M-'h 0 French League Cup 

Firsl round Eos ii 0 Toulouse 2 


EB phas Shlvute win swap Me in the 
Scottish Premier Division for the 
African Nations Cup finals next month. 
Motherwell's talented winger is one of 
tfaee foreign-based players In the 
squad named today by outsiders 
Mamina. 

Atletico Madrid has been ordered to 
pay Italian club Juventus outstantSng 
fees on the transfer of Christian Vferi 
by 72 February or lace possWe bans, 
world governing body Fifa said yes- 
terday. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Washington 4 Ottawa a 

Ice skating 

EUROPEAN FIGURE SKATING CHAM- 
PIONSHIPS (Milan): Men’s standings 
after the short programme: 1 A Yfcguam 
(Rus) OSpts. 2 A Abt (FSjsi 10. 3 E Plushenko 
(Bus) 15, also 7 S Crxrans (GB) 35 

Motor racing 

The International Automobie Federa- 
tion |FIA). motor sportfc governing 
body, has delayed a decision on 
canceling the Belgian Formula One 
Grand Prtx untfl 15 February. The race 
Is under threat because of a Belgian 
few barring tobacco advertising. Ofy 
two weeks ago FIA had extended ther 
deadline to mid-January for the au- 
thorities to solve the problem. 

The New Zealander Craig Ba*d w* SI 
the trial remahng seal - n a Mondeo 
- in Fortfs Bntish Touring Car Cham- 
ptatshp chalenge this season putfog 
an end to speculation that Nigel 
Mansell was to (oin the team. 

Pools news 

ZETTERS DIVIDENDS for matches ptoyed 
on Saturday. January TO. 21 points 
{M&3523Q 20pte EJ51D. lPpt8t3DCl IBjRs 
CCi35 Four aways CM. Eight homes CQBtX 
tour draws £4040 Lucky numbers: 33-5- 
26-9- Ji -6 

VERNONS Treble chance: 21 pohUs 
C171909 20pts I9pts £32.15. Pre- 

mier 10 C23& 

UTTLEWOODS: Treble chance: 21pti 
r75050B, 20 C7S84a S EMDSi IB B>1(1 
Four draws ESSBd Nine hameo E440 Five 
awavsCrifitti 

Rugby League 
The World Mnes. scheduled for Aus- 
b^q or New Zealand nett mortft have 
been scrapped because there is not 
enough tens to organise them Mau- 
rice Lindsay, the new Super League 
mana gin g director who stDI holds the 
position of kitemational Board char- 
man. said: "Several countries have 
been pressing me for an irgent de- 
cision as we an? getting dose to the 
proposed date. 


Rugby Union 

Francearetoraducethereitecham- 
ptonsWp from 20 to 16 dubs next sea- 
son The decision was reached after 
a day-long meeting between French 
Rugby Federation president Bernard 
Lapasset and EKe Rugby National 
Commission president Seraphin 
Berthier. The move, demanded by the 
International players and national 
coaching set-up, is a threat to Euro- 
pean champions Brive. who are Just 
one ptace above the relegation zona 

SCOTLAND fv Italy In Treviso on Saturday 


rose & Scatter BotOwbl C Joiner (Loses- 
lerl: Q Townsend (Northampton). G 
Armstrong (Newcastle H2iccns);G Graham 
(Newcasda Falconsl G Bulloch Mfesr of See*- 
land and Gtesgow). M Stewart (Northamp- 
ton): D Weir nfewcasOe FaJconsV S Murray 
(Bed tort): R WoinwrigM (Duntfea HSFP & 
ualfttoria, captX A Roxburgh (Kebo & Soft- 
ilsfl Sorters): S Holmes (London Scottsn). 
Replacenianls: 0 Sterfc (Glssoav Hants and 
Glasgow). CUwrayfHawcK S SoMttaiBor- 
ders). A Mcol (Beihl P Vfcton (Newcastle W- 
ccrei D WBon (BatfiJ G Scott (Dinfer HSFP 
& Ca ledorvaT 

Swimming 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS MEN: 100 me- 
tres freestyle: Heat 10: 1 M Kim (Alb) 
4933300 : 2 G Borges (&aj 4870: 3 Scon Tjc*- 
e* (US) 4938: B M Stevens (G8) 517B Heat 
IT: 1 A Popov (Ttos) 4957; 2 N WbKar (US) 
5035: 3 M Hwnanaez (Cube) S037: 5 NSha*- 
et (GB) 605£ Final: 1 Popov 4683: 2 Kim 
4920: 3 L Finlander (Swe) 4953 200m butr 
tertljc Heat 5: 1 J Hdaren (GB) 1 5913: 2 S 
Parry (GB) 1SB37 Final: 1 D Sylantyev rUto) 
1 aflfil : 2 F EsposdQ (fir) 1 5677; 3 TMiStw 
(US) 1 S25: S Honan 1 SAT& 8 S ftsry (GB) 
1 "5flS7. Water Polo second round: Canada 
beat South AMra C-7; tan beat New ZaakriC 
84: Hah boa Kazakhstan 13-3: Hwvary Met 
Croatia 9-8; Yugoslavia beat Russia 9-7; Sto- 
vataa beat Brazi 9-8: Spar bea Untied 
Slates 5-4; ftsss bear Greece 8-6 
WOMEN: Women’s 400m freestyle: Heal 3: 

1 C Geuw (Neth) 4:^16 : 2 T» Shu Mn flt>) 
4:C6& 3 N Bowron (Aus) 4:«.78; 4 V Homer 
(GB1 4:f706: 5 NCt»me2ova (Rue) 4:t740: S 
J Craig (GB) 4:B54 400m freestyle final: 1 
Chen Ykn (Chna) 4.0872: 2 0 Bennett lift 
4.0707: 3 D Hase (Gan 4:08®. 10ttn bock- 
strobe: Heat 5: 1 A Buscrischuke (Get) 
1:02.18; 2 B Botetord (US) ltBffl.3 H#C»- 
hona (ChrtflJ 1 fl2». 4 S Pn» IGB) 1SBS4 
H«D 6: 1 L Maurer (US) 1-0077; 2 N kiada 
(Japan) 1 0285: 3 M Srrttn (Aue) 1:0305: S 
K Semen (GB) rtUSO: loom backstroke fi- 
nal: 1 L Marar (US) 1 OiW. 2 Mb Nakamu- 
ra uapen) i:Cri2B:3S'AM*ai lG*n tarwT.A 
a 100m freestyle relay: Heat 1: 1 Umed 
Saws 3:4489; 2 Ausoste 34580; 3 Gamer* 
3-4584; « bum 3:4537. Final: 1 US (L Faref- 
H A van Dylan. B Bedford. J Thwnpson) 
3:42Jl : 2 Gennany IS ttMlar. F van Aknacte 
S Osyaa. K Meissner) 3:4iti: 3 Austrab (S 


resunc: l)uel ItaNri Russia (O Brusnikina. 

DSedatova) 96073; 2 Japan (M ‘toctibata. M 

lekedaj Bated 3 France (V Derteu M Ltgnof) 


97333 Water polo second round: Russb Dear 
GieecaOC. tafy b«c CavOa C ? KazaMrslin 
fled with Brazil 9-3. Spain bear New Zealand 
n -0: Australa beai ningary 6-5: Nethwlands 
beaf United Sr area 3-5L 

Tennis 

SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
Men’s singles second round. A Coma (Sp) 
bl W Gustatsaon (Sue) 3-6 fr4 6-3: KJ Kuchera 
(Slovak) tn N Kieler (Gert 5-2 ret. M Tebbuti 
(Aus) bt L Hewitt lAust 5-7 6-3 7-5; P Ratia 
(AieiBABerasaiegu (Sp) 6-3 64 Women's 
singles second round: N Zvereva (Beiai bt 
A CcMzer ESA) 6-7 60 7-5: A Suaysna (Japan) 
bi C Marmez ISp) 7-6 6-3. S Vrekams (US) w 
S Testud (Fi) 7-6 3-0 ret L Dawporl (USl bl 
A Kourttova (F^a) 6-2 7-6 6-3 
KOOYONG CLASSIC TOURNAMENT 
Group One: G Kuerten [Bra) bt P Sampras 
(USl 3-6 6-3 6-4; M Pfigp p o ussl s (Am) b] G 
ftosedskl (GB) 7-5 6-4 Group 2\ A Agassi 
(US) bl T Master (Am) 6-4 6-0. G ivarasevtc 
(Croa) bt A Medvedev (Ukr) 7-6 6-3 
BELL SOUTH MENS TOURNAMENT Sec- 
ond round: M R*3S (Chto) bt M NWsen. New 
leotend. 7-56-1: F MantBa ISp) bl M Set (US) 
6-3 7-6.- D rttaiy (Stovato bt M Damm (Cr 
Rap) 6-3 6-1; C Vrtt* (Gerj bl J Tarargo (US) 
4^ 6-1 6-1. R Ffontwra IAuS) D! B Steven 
(tC> 7-6 6-3. C Coma (Sp) tt J SareJitc (Sol 
6-0 6-1: BBta* (Zlni) bl M Waslwwlcn (U5) 
6-G 6-4; K Carter (Dfti) tt A Hunt (NZl 6-i 
6-3 

TASMANIAN WOME/TS INTERNATIONAL 
(Hobart Aus): States second round: D van 
Ftoost (Bel) U L Cdurtoe (Bed 6-0. 6-4. P 
• (Swil) W A Gera iCz Rep) 6-2 M: 

l £31 R Grande (IT) 63 36 
. . bi J Nftecfy (Can) 6-0. 6- 

0; U Fang (CM bl J Halani-Decugs (Fr) 3-6 
6-2 6-1 

Weightlifting 

Four Turkish welghtlfters. inctudina a 
world record-holder, face bans arter 
tasting positive (or perlomiance-en- 
handng drugs at the recant world 
chemplonshrps m Thallana The liv 
temafonaJ Weigh lifting Federation 
confirmed yesterday that four Turkish 
iftere, ttrse women and one man, test- 
ed positive for the banned anabolic 
steroid metanefenone at Iasi month's 
championships it Chiana Mai. 


OUFJW | OWII I LinL 

H Nagypva (Stovak) « 
6-0. BSchetl 1 Aul ) bi . 
ft LI Fang (CM bl J Hi 


FIXTURES 


Football 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND Pre- 
mier Division: Dtrdalr v Derry Citv (7451 
UN LET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First □>- 
MSlorc Langney Sports v Whrtehan* (730L 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION First 
Division: Queens Park Ranoers v Wimbledon 

m 

Ice hockey 

EXPRESS CUP; BasngsbAe Sinn v SrefSold 
Steeters (730): Carrill Devis v Manchester 
Storm (70^ 

Other sports 

BOWLS: VteWi MasteK (Uaneft) 


r 
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British swimmers go in breathless pursuit of the world in Australia 






ip 


k< 




Stephen Parry powers his way to the final of the men's 200m butterfly at the World Swimming Championships in Perth, Western Australia, yesterday. The European bronze medallist, who comes from Liverpool kj**®*j 

Florida, eventually finished sixth in the final, one place behind his fellow Briton, James Hickman. The Ukrainian Denis Silantiev took the gold China under threat of four-year ban, page , otograp . ns tmpfcs. 


FOOTBALL 


United on the brink of £50m shirt deal 


Marr defends actions of 
Scotland’s 'gang of four’ 


Manchester United are on the 
verge of agreeing a £50m shirt 
sponsorship deal with the car 
company. Ford. 

United’s strip is up for grabs 
next season and they are about 
to announce a contract for the 
next five years with Ford after 
months of talks with leading 
companies. The agreement - to 
replace current long-term part- 
ners Sharp - is close to being 
finalised and should be re- 
vealed by the end of the month. 

The deal will be the biggest 


in British footbalL Hie current 
Sharp contract was worth 
around £7m in its last year - the 
new deal is close to a 50 per cent 
increase at £10m per season. 
This is in addition to the six- 
year, £60tn, deal with Umbra to 
wear their shirts. 

Ford have driven into pole 
position after hard bargaining 
with United’s money men. The 
American company with big 
British connections want their 
name on the best known kit 
around. Coca-Cola have also 


been talking, but United insid- 
ers claimed last nigh t that Ford 
were just about to beat them 
over the finishing line. 

United originally lined up 
Ford among other huge con- 
cerns for a new idea of shared 
shirt sponsorship, malting it 
less expensive and more ap- 
pealing to the business com- 
munity. However the car firm 
were not willing to pump in cash 
unless they were the main name 
associated with the club. 

Ford are already one of the 


sponsors of the prestigious 
Champions' League, but team- 
ing up with United is a massive 
commercial coup. They are al- 
ready heavily involved with Sky 
Television s coverage of football 
and once tried to outbid Calling 
for the rights to have their 
name on the Premiership. 

United's transfer target 
Marcelo Salas is set to sign for 
Lazio this week for £13m. The 
Chilean striker will earn £2m 
per season over four years to 
play in Italy’s Scrie A after 


Lazio came up with the fee that 
his dub. River Plate, wanted. 

The former United striker, 
Dion Dublin, has been the sub- 
ject of “two substantial offers”, 
according to his current club. 
Coventry City. 

The Sky Blues chairman, 
Bryan Richardson, declined to 
name the interested clubs - but 
one of them is believed to be 
Middlesbrough. The First Di- 
vision dub have been alerted 
about the availability of Dublin 
since he turned down a £3m 


contract worth £16,000 a week 
over three and a half years. 
Their manager, Bryan Robson, 
has money to spend after off- 
loading Emerson to Tfenerife for 
£42m earlier this week. 

“We have had considerable 
interest in Dublin from sever- 
al dubs,” Richardson said. “We 
have received two bids, which 
we will be considering shortly.” 
Wimbledon, Crystal Palace and 
Leicester have also been linked 
with the player. 

-Alan Nixon 


French police to arrest ticket touts at World Cup 


Peter Marr, the Dundee chief ex- 
ecutive, yesterday defended the 
decision of four leading Scottish 
First Division dubs to hold se- 
cret discussions with the Premier 
Division sides in an attempt to 
solve the breakaway row. 

The four clubs - Raith 
Rovers, Dundee, St Mirren and 
Airdrie - have been called 
“loose cannons” by other First 
Division chairmen after Marr re- 
vealed the attempts of the group 
to persuade the Premier Divi- 
sion dubs not to push ahead with 
plans for an exclusive 10-team 
league for next season. 

Marr insisted guarantees are 
in place to ensure promotion and 


relegation continues between - 
the two leagues, with an expan- 
sion of the top league to at least | 
12 dubs from the year 2000. £ 

“We have guarantees from ; 
the Premier League that they 
won't be taking the action they- ’ 
have been talking about in ties- J 
ing up the league.” Man said.- 
He also added that it was “pith ■ * 
able’’ that the present one-opi *' 
one-down promotion and relt : 
gation would be retained, with 
the play-offs being scrapped. . 

Marr urged his fellow lote- ■ 
er league clubs to support the ; 
new proposals when a vote b % 


taken at today’s League Map. 
agement Committee meeting 


French police will arrest anyone 
engaged in large-scale touting of 
tickets outside stadiums during 
the World Cup, the tourna- 
ment organisers said yesterday. 

The head of World Cup se- 
curity, Dominique Spinosi, said 
the resale of tickets for a prof- 
it was against the law in France. 
Anyone identified by police 
trafficking in tickets would be 
arrested and prosecuted. 


She was speaking after a 
one-day conference between 
English, Scottish and French 
football and security officials on 
arrangements for curbing hooli- 
ganism during France VS. Both 
sides denied that the small 
number of tickets allocated di- 
rectly to foreign fans - poten- 
tially less than 10 per cent of the 
seats per game per country - 
would be the biggest, single se- 


curity headache during the June 
tournament. “Unfortunately, 
most of the stadiums are quite 
small in France. But the prob- 
lem is the same for French 
fans." Spinosi said. 

The Football Association's 
security officer. Sir Brian Hayes, 
confirmed, however, that Eng- 
land had written to.Fifa re- 
questing that allocations for 
the three first-phase games - 


against Romania, lb nisi a and 
Colombia - should be increased 
in England's favour. England 
will receive less than 4,000 tick- 
ets for the game against Colom- 
bia on 26 June in Lens - 
thousands of miles from 
Colombia, but only SO miles 
from the Channel. 

Georges Querry, Inspector 
General of the French police, 
said that emergency judicial 


procedures would be used 
against trouble-makers from 
Britain and elsewhere. They 
could be sent before judges, sit- 
ting up to 24 hours a day, and, 
if convicted, jailed or deported. 

However, the Football Sup- 
porters' Association is worried 
that English fans could become 
victims of summary justice. 

“This concerns us greatly. 
Starting court cases so quickly 


does not allow people to conduct 
a proper defence,” Shiela 
Spiers, the vice-chairman of the 
FSA, said. “They should have 
the time to speak to British rep- 
resentatives and lawyers first 
“We have seen far too many 
examples in the past of English 
fans being wrongly accused and 
we don’t want supporters to be 
the victims of summary justice.” 

- John Lichfield, Paris 
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Ubogu takes legal advice 
Woodward attacks Exiles 



ACROSS 

I Rank ivy choking short 
bough's vitality (8) 

5 Inferior meat Cliffs put 
in steamer? (6) 

9 Creatures keep an eye 
on wheeling hawk (8) 

10 Is contents will get Jack 
quite drunk? (6) 

II Understand yen for 
game (5) 

12 All marks come up for 
review (9) 

14 Unmentionable habits, 
generally speaking (13) 

17 Dodgy Liberal dangles 
precariously and be- 
comes a pest (5-4-4) 

20 Gallant or snappy about 
uncouth rival? (9) 



21 Thread, note, securing 6 
border (5) 

22 Line confined to ship- 7 
man in the main? (6) 

23 Top cover accordingly 8 
takes King at end of 

card game (8) 13 

24 Confess about price leap 

(6) 15 

25 Divers in seas trod 16 
about (8) 

DOWN 17 

1 Stalwart and strict, 
against usurping king (8) 18 

2 lung — a way to identi- 
fy a bird (7) 19 

3 A cry’s raised in the pas- 21 
sage (5) 

4 He might well fall to 
pieces! (5,6) 


Analysing lines in paint- 
ing (9) 

This could yield one 
good fish (7) 

Fallen star’s over the 
horizon (6) 

Part of course present- 
ing a haiiy aspect (6^) 
A shining example? (9) 
A body-builder’s heav- 
enly body (8) 

Rambling sort, the Ger- 
man, foil of crack (7) 
Situation’s primitive, 
overlooking a lake (7) 
Composes masses (6) 
Reserve, endless re- 
serve, is socially not on 
(51 


Victor Ubogu, the Bath 
prop wrongly cited by 
London Scottish 
following last Saturday's 
gruesome attack on 
Simon Fenn, was 
exploring avenues of 
legal redress while Clive 
Woodward, the England 
coach, gave the Exiles 
both barrels for their 
“poor handling” of the 
episode. Chris Hewett 
weighs up another busy 
day on the ear-biting 
front. 


“My name is my passport,” 
said a thoroughly cheesed-off 
Victor Ubogu yesterday. 
Thanks to the decision of Lon- 
don Scottish to link him with the 
now notorious bite on Simon 
Fenn’s left ear during last week- 
end's cup match at the Recre- 
ation Ground, the England 
prop now feels his passport 
would be more legitimate if it 
bad the name “Ronnie Biggs” 
stamped all over it. 

Ubogu, a scrupulously law- 
abiding tight-head prop who 
boasts an untarnished discipli- 


nary record, was taking legal ad- 
vice after being cited by the Ex- 
iles as part of Bath's front row. 
“The video clearly shows that 
there is absolutely no way I 
could have been involved, so 
why I was cited in the first place 
baffles me," he fumed. “The cit- 
ing was totally unjustified. 

“In the 20 years I have been 
playing rugby I have never been 
sent off. It’s not in my charac- 
ter to be involved in the type of 
incident that took place at the 
weekend; 1 happen to think it 
has tarnished the game's image 
and I would never support such 
an act of foul play. I was boni- 
fied when London Scottish 
cited me and 2 feel it was 
defamatory to my character. 
Apart from anything else, I 
have a business to run.” 

Even though the Exiles have 
now accepted Ubogu’s inno- 
cence - his fellow prop, Kevin 
Yates, was singled out by Bath 
for suspension pending further 
investigations and a disciplinary 
hearing - the row over the 
mass citing looked likely to 
rumble on. “It was very poorly 
handled," agreed Clive Wood- 
ward, the En gland coach, “Vic- 
tor was the entire width of the 
front row away from the injured 
player. They might just as well 


have cited the Bath coach, who 
was sitting in the stand.” 

Woodward also spoke up on 
behalf of Yates, who bad been 
selected for yesterday’s England 
session at Bisham Abbey but 
diplomatically withdrew on 
Tuesday night “No player or 
coach wants to be associated 
with anyone who is into ear-bit- 
ing and what happened to Fenn 
was appalling, but Kevin has not 
been proved guilty of anything. 
Hell be a member of this squad 
until that changes. 

“He's a good guy, a friend in 
a way. and 1 wouldn't have 
thought he had it in him to go 
around biting people. He 
phoned me on Tuesday and 
said: T have to say to you that 
I didn’t do it.’ When a guy you 
know well insists on his inno- 
cence, it's a bit tough to tell him 
he’s history.” 

Yesterday, Yates was refer- 
ring all inquiries to his London- 
based solicitor, Eddie 
Farladorio. It was left to Tbny 
Swift, the Bath chief executive, 
to react to critidan of the dub’s 
handling of the affair , notably 
from Don Foster, the city’s Lib- 
eral Democrat MP. “There is no 
cover-up," Swift said. “1 take it 
as a personal insult that anyone 
should suggest such a thing.” 
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Fact or fiction? 


There are two ways to find out foe facts 
about network computing. 


L Attend one of our briefings. 


2. Visit our Enterprise Computing Centre 
to see and use the latest technology. 


You can achieve either by caing us oh.. 
0800 22 88 88 or at wwwmorseco.uk. 
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